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ScMffltries join UN. Security Coanrii 

UJtllW NATIONS (AFP) — South Korea, Chili, Poland, Egypt 
and Omnea-Bisrau were elected Wednesday to represent their 
tofKcnve regions at the U.N. Security Council. The election of 
the noo- permanent members was carried out by secret ballot 
during a plenary session of the U.N. General Assembly. The five 
countries will sit on the Security Council as of Jan. I and for a 
paW of wo yean, up to Dec. 31, 1997. The choice of the five 
countries did not surprise observers who earlier said South Korea's 
Asian slot was assured as was Chile's South American berth. But 
jfae-deepon saw competition for the African spot between Benin 
and. Guinea Bissau and for the European spot between Albania 
and Poland. Egypt, which stepped in as a last-minute candidate in 
a gesture of Arab solidarity following the withdrawal of Libya, 
enjoyed the backing of a solid Woe in the General Assembly. The 
Security Council, the U.N.'s top decision-making body with a 
powerful international voice, is made up of 15 members, five of 
item permanent (Britain, China, France, Russia and the United 
States) with veto authority and 10 of them revolving members who 
mug step down after serving two yean. 
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*No panic over UJ5. embassy move 9 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation's official 
for Jerusalem said Wednesday there was no need to “panic" over 
the U.S. Congress decision to move its Israeli embassy to the holy 
city," Egypt's news agency MENA reported Wednesday. “This 
decision is certainly a very dangerous one and we must take it 
seriously," Faisal Husseini, the Palestinian minister for Jerusalem, 
told the press after arriving in Cairo for a two-day visit. “But we 
must not deal with it in a panic. While we must make clear our 
anger at this decision, we should also remember the U.S. 
administration has refused to implement it because it is damaging 
to peace," Mr. Husseini said. The Congress ordered the president 
to move the embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem'by May 1999, but 
gave him the loophole of delaying the controversial move as long 
as he deems necessary. Mr. Husseini's visit came on the second 
day of a conference of Palestinian businessmen organised by the 
Arab League in Cairo on the reconstruction of the autonomy 
territories. Mr. Husseini said he would present a report on 
Jerusalem to the conference. 
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Number of Iraqi 
diplomats is 24 

AMMAN (J.T) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Katariri said Wednesday the 
number of Iraqi diplomats in 
Amman has been fixed at 24 
and that Jordan maintains 13 
diplomats in Baghdad. The 
minister was replying to a 
Jordan Times question on a 
report that the Jordanian 
government had asked the 
Iraqi embassy here to reduce 
the number of diplomats. 
The Iraqi embassy denied 
that it had received' any such 
request and that the number 
of Iraqi diplomats in Amman 
was around 20. The adminis- 
trative staff at the embassy 
are not diplomats. Mr. 
Kabariti did nor say when the 
number of Iraqi diplomats in 
Amman was set at 24. but. 
according to diplomatic 
sources, the number has re- 
mained constant for some 
time. 

Suspects in 
Argentine blast 
surrenders 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
A retired army sergeant sus- 
pected of involvement in the 
bombing of a Jewish charity 
that killed 86 people has sur- 
rendered to authorities for 
his own personal safety, court 
sources said Wednesday. 
Pedro Ricardo Fonseca 
turned himself in Monday to 
a judge in the southeastern 
city of Comodoro Rivadavia 
and was taken to Buenos 
Aires, where be was reported 
to have been questioned by 
the judge in charge of the 
bomb investigation. The gov- 
ernment news agency Telam 
said Fonseca allegedly par- 
ticipated in the July 18, 1994, 
bombing that destroyed the 
seven-storey building housing 
„ c - lhe Israelite-Argentine 

r Mutual Association, killing 

86 people and injuring more 
than 300. 
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Arab family day to 
mark intifada 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League chose the date of the 
beginning of the Palestinian 
intifada to commemorate the 
"Day of the Arab Family/ 1 
the league's deputy secretary 
for social affairs, Ahmad 
Kadri, said on Wednesday. 
The league's women's com- 
mittee set Dec. 7 as the Arab 
Family Day before closing its 
20th annual session, Mr. 
Kadri said. The intifada 
against the Israeli occupation 
of the Gaza Scrip and West 
Bank left more than 1,000 
Palestinians dead between 
1987 and 1992. 

Russia, Iran restore 
maritime links 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
Russia reopened their com- 
mercial maritime links this 
^ fore* week after almost a century 
.hp 1990 - E i °f no such water routes 
or tne • /[juji? across the Caspian Sea, Ira- 
plan, act a nian state rat jj Q rep oned 
; family P ... Wednesday. The link was in- 
ion. DeteS 8 ^ ,f augurared with the arrival at 
Bandar- Anzali. on the Cas- 
pian Sea, of an Iranian boat 
from the Russian port of 
Astrakhan, where it picked 
up almost 2,000 tonnes of 
paper, the radio added. Mari- 
time links between Russia 
and Iran were broken off 
before the Bolshevik revolu- 
tion m Russia in 1917 because 
of several Russian-Iranian 
conflicts. Under the Soviet- 
Unioti, the two countries had 
no maritime commercial links 
across the Caspian Sea. 
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Kuwait could defeat 
Iraqi attack— 
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V figure *: Cairo (R) — Kuwaiti De- 
9 fence Minister Sheikh 
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w as the regime in Bagh- 
dad is still in power, the 
security of Kuwait will re- 


New suspects held in Rabin murder 

Heads start rolling at Shin Bet; official inquiry launched 


Combined agency dispatches 

TWO NEW suspects were 
arrested in connection with 
the assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, police said Wednes- 
day. 

One of the suspects. 
Avishai Raviv, is the leader 
of the militant right-wing 
group Eval, the youth move- 
ment of the banned anti- 
Arab group Kacb. Raviv — 
who police believe knew in 
advance about the plan to kill 
Mr. Rabin — is accused of 
conspiracy and failing to pre- 
vent a crime. 

Wearing a blue knitted 
skullcap, blue T-shirt and 
jeans, Raviv was brought into 
the Tel Aviv magistrate's 
court Wednesday evening 
shouting “this is a political 
investigation." 

Reporters were not 
allowed into the hearing. The 
name of the second suspect 
arrested was not released. 
Israel Radio said he was also 
a member of Eyal. 

Police have been investi- 
gating whether the confessed 
killer, Yigal Amir, was part 
of a right-wing conspiracy. 
Police said they were also 
checking whether Amir’s 
brother Hagai, 27, was a 
member of another Kach 
offshoot, the Kahane Chai 
group. 

YigaJ Amir was arrested 
immediately after Mr. 
Rabin’s killing on Saturday. 
He appeared before a magis- 
trate Monday and he was 
ordered held for 15 more 
days while the investigation 


continues. 

Hagai Amir arrested as a 
suspected accomplice and 
was ordered held for seven 
days. 

The top Shin Bet secret 
service official in charge of 
protecting the prime minister 
meanwhile resigned over 
security lapses. 

Israel's government on 
Wednesday ordered a full- 
scale investigation into the 
assassination. 

Mr. Rabin's successor, Shi- 
mon Peres, told cabinet 
ministers the government 
must get tough with Jewish 
extremists. 

“Wc must not hesitate to 
use all the means at our 
disposal against people in- 
dulging in incitement, the in- 
stigators and those who pull 
the trigger," Mr. Peres said. 

Referring to police reports 
that he had also been target- 
red by Mr. Rabin's assassin, 
Mr. Peres suggested be 
would not change his daily 
routine: “I prefer to be killed 
rather than to be afraid.” 

As a sign of a more 
security-conscious era in the 
wake of Mr. Rabin’s death, 
the road outside the prime 
minister’s office was closed 
off Wednesday, and repor- 
ters covering the cabinet 
meeting were kept 200 
metres away. 

Army radio said several 
cabinet ministers have re- 
ceived death threats in recent 
days. 

The cabinet ordered a full- 
scale probe into how the 
slaying could have happened 
and why the Jewish radical 



Israeli female soldiers grieve at the grave of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (AFP 
photo) 


movement was largely 
ignored by law enforcement. 

“Up until now, the police, 
the prosecution and the attor- 
ney genera] have not prose- 
cuted those who committed 
incitement, including incite- 
ment to murder,’’ Education 
Minister Amnon Rubinstein 
said on Israel Radio. 

Earlier this year. Attorney 
Genera] Michael Ben Yair 
urged Mr. Rabin to take 
some of the tough legal steps 
now being considered, but 
Mr. Rabin vetoed the idea 
because of an expected angry 
reaction from Jewish settlers 
in the occupied territories. 

In fact, the radicals’ regu- 


lar calls for the assassination 
of both Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Peres were ignored as the 
ran tings of a few people on 
the fringe of the settler move- 
ment. 

Now, according to the 
Yediot Ahronot daily news- 
paper, Mr. Ben Yair is con- 
sulting with legal experts to 
see whether he can use such 
tactics as detaining Jews with- 
out charges, trying them in 
military oourts, taking away 
their guns and limiting their 
movements. 

“If anyone possesses a 
weapon with the intention of 
using it illegally, the weapon 
must be taken from him,” 


Mr. Peres said. “If there are 
such agitators — go ahead 
and prosecute them." 

Mr. Ben- Yair said mean- 
while he feared another poli- 
tical murder. 

“There is a serious danger 
of a grave disruption of the 
rule of order — up to the 
point of another political 
murder,” Mr. Ben-Yair told 
Haaretz newspaper in an in- 
terview. 

“Some people say this inci- 
dent might bring an awaken- 
ing, but they very well may. 
be speaking from their 
hearts' desire. I am not con- 
vinced there is a solid basis to 
the thought this will bring an 


awakening and I don't tend 
to agree with that analysis, he 
said. 

“In fact I tend to consider 
(he opposite possibility: This 
murder can bring someone 
with the same views as the 
assassin to cany out another 
political murder, just as one 
suicide affects people with a 
certain kind of personality," 
Mr. Ben-Yair said. 

Police also have begun 
rounding up Jewish radicals, 
• especially followers of the' 
slain American Rabbi Meir 
Kahane. Police are investi- 
gating whether Amir, the 
.confessed assassin, had links 
to Kahane Chai, an outlawed 
group adhering to Kahane's 
anti-Arab teachings. 

The police serious crimes 
unit also is reportedly looking 
for several rabbis suspected 
of writing leaflets saying Mr. 
Rabin's murder was sanc- 
tioned under Jewish law. The 
leaflets were distributed in 
synagogues. 

On Wednesday, police de- 
tained a rabbi from southern 
Israel and accused him of 
praising the assassination of 
Mr. Rabin. His name was not 
released. 

The radicals seemed un- 
daunted by the threat of 
arrest, however. 

Army radio said several 
cabinet minis tes have gotten 
death threats in past few 
days. 

Noam Fe derma n, spokes- 
man for the Kach movement 
founded by_ Kahane, sug- 
gested that Mr. Peres should 

(Continued from page 7) 


Labour rules out early 
Israeli general election 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The governing Labour Party 
has ruled out holding early 
elections following Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
assassination and wants to 
move ahead on peace talks 
with Syria, a senior party 
figure said Wednesday. 

An official announcement 
on the plans will be made 
next week after the tradition- 
al seventhly mourning period 
for Mr. 'Rabin, said Eli Day- 
an, who serves as deputy 
foreign minister. 

The party expects acting 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
to form a government in the 
allotted six weeks, which will 
give him a year in power at'a 
crucial time for negotiating 
peace with the Arabs before 
the elections scheduled next 
Oct. 29. 

Mr. Dayan emphasised 
that the government would 
keep up efforts for a peace 
accord with Syria, which he 
believes can be achieved be- 
fore the next elections. 

“I heard from America 
that Syria still wants to meet 
with us." he told reporters at 
the foreign ministry. He also 
said Mr. Peres sent word 
back with President Bill Clin- 


ton that Israel wants to talk 
to the government of Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad. 

The daily Haaretz news- 
paper reponed that Mr. 
Peres' confidants were 
pushing him as well as to 
finish negotiations with the 
Palestinians on a permanent 
solution to the decades old 
conflict between the two 
sides. 

Under earlier peace 
accords with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO), talks on the perma- 
nent solution are to begin no 
later than next May. 

Israel has tended to pro- 
ceed cautiously in the nego- 
tiations — especially since 
the final status talks includes 
the touchy issue of Jeru- 
salem's future. But Mr. 
Peres’ aides reportedly feel 
moving ahead quickly and 
wrapping up the talks would 
give an assured victory in 
next year’s elections. 

Mr. Dayan said that to 
increasee its hold on power 
now. Labour hopes to bring 
into the governing coalition 
the religious parties Shas and 
United Torah Judaism, which 
have 10 seats in the Knesset, 
or parliament. 


Under Mr. Rabin, the par- 
ty had only a slim 61-seat 
majority in the 120-member 
house, Mr. Dayan said Mr. 
Peres is willing to dismiss 
Religious Affairs Minister 
Shimon Shetrcet, a Labour 
member who has been criti- 
cised by religious legislators, 
a move which also would 
open the portfolio for a reli- 
gious party. 

“Shetreet might be com- 
promised if it will be a condi- 
tion,” Mr. Dayan said. 
“Then I think he will be.the 
first to say, ‘you want the 
minister of religion? here."’ 

Under Israeli law, the first 
step in coalition building is 
for President Ezer Weizman 
to name a legislator to form a 
government. 

The opposition Likud Par- 
ty has said it will not press to 
■take the task because it 
would be unseemly to play 
politics after the tragic killing 
of Mr. Rabin last Saturday. 
Thus Mr. Weizman is ex- 
pected to name Mr. Peres to 
form the government. If he 
failed to achieve a coalition in 
six weeks, Mr. Weizman 
would then choose another 

(Continued from page 7) 


Rifkind: Assad seeking 
quick moves with Israel 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Malcom Rifkind said after 
talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad in Damascus 
on Wednesday that the Sy- 
rian leader wanted to see a 
quick breakthrough in peace 
talks with Israel. 

“Earlier today when I saw 
President Assad he empha- 
sised Syria's great desire to 
see a successful completion of 
peace negotiations (with 
Israel) and that they could be 
achieved very quickly/’ Mr. 
Rifkind told a news confer- 
ence. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharia, speaking 
at the same news conference, 
said that quickening the 
peace process was the only 
positive reply to the assas- 
sination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“We believe that quicken- 
ing the peace process is the 
positive reply which will 
spare the region more acts of 
violence and tension,” Mr. 
Sharaa said. 

After his Damascus talks, 
Mr. Rifkind flew to Tel Aviv 
en route to Gaza and called 
off a visit to Jerusalem, 


Israeli officials and his 
embassy said. 

Mr. Rifkind, on the third 
leg of a regional tour after 
Syria and Saudi Arabia, flew 
in to Ben Gurion airport near 
Tel Aviv. 

“As regards this visit to 
Israel, it’s been cancelled. 
Mr. Rifkind is just passing 
through,” on his way for talks 
with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat in Gaza, said 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Danny Shek. 

His planned trip to Jeru- 
salem on Thursday for a 
meeting with acting Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and to 
visit the Orient House, where 
the PLO has its headquarters 
for the city, was called off, 
the British embassy said. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Rif- 
kind, who was to spend the 
night in Tel Aviv, would now 
talk on the telephone instead 
"for purely logistical 
reasons.” 

The change in pain saved 
Mr. Rifkind a decision on 
whether to go ahead with the 
Orient House call. 

Israel, which claims the 
(Continued from page 7) 


British secretary 
due here today 

AMMAN (J.T) — Mr. Mal- 
colm Rifkind. Britain's 
secretary of state for foreign 
and commonwelath affairs,' 
arrives here today evening. 

The main purpose of this 
Middle East trip is to indicate 
the unreserved support that 
the United Kingdom gives to 
the peace process, a British 
embassy statement said. 

Mr. Rifkind was in Israel 
for the funeral of the late 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. He then visited Saudi' 
Arabia, Damascus, Gaza and' 
the occupied territories. 

In Amman he is expected 
to hold talks with His Majes- 
ty the King, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, and 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
'Karim Kabariti. 

Following his brief stop in 
Amman, Mr. Rifkind will go 
on to Cairo and then Beirut. 

It is Mr. Rifkind’s first visit; 
to the region as foreign 
secretary. As defence secret- 
ary he visited Israel and Jor- 
dan in October 1994, and 
Saudi Arabia in January 
1995. 


U.N. Security Council to retain Iraq sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The U.N. Security 
Ctiuncil planned to maintain 
sanctions against Iraq on 
Wednesday, prohibiting 
Baghdad from selling its oil 
on world markets, diplomats 
and U.N. officials said. 

The council meets every 
two months to decide 
whether Iraq has met condi- 
tions put forward in various 
post'Gulf war resolutions 
that forbid it from developing 
threatening weapons and de- 
mand that it disclose all in- 
formation on past and pre- 
sent weapons programmes to 
the United Nations. 

Recent reports by the U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM) investigating Iraqi 
compliance and the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA), which have said 
Baghdad lied about its biolo- 
gical, chemical and nuclear 
weapons in the past, make 
the lifting of sanctions im- 


possible. 

A diplomat on the council 
called Wednesday’s meeting 
a “basic rollover” of sanc- 
tions. 

The director of UNSCOM, 
Rolf Ekeus, told the Security 
Council on Tuesday that Iraq 
had handed over new in- 
formation to investigators 
within the last few days, but 
that it would take a long time 
to verify whether Baghdad 
was telling the truth. 

He also told the council, in 
response a U.S. representa- 
tive’s question, that UN- 
SCOM and the IAEA were 
looking into whether Iraq 
had tried to develop radiolo- 
gical weapons, meaning mis- 
siles that distribute radioac- 
tive particles to kill popula- 
tions through radiation sick- 
ness rather than a nuclear 
explosion. 

European diplomats ac- 
cused the United States of 
raising the issue and blowing 


it out of proportion for poli- 
tical reasons, saying UN- 
SCOM had other priorities 
including determining the ex- 
tent of Iraq’s deadly nerve 
gas weapons and missile tech- 
nology. 

“There are indications they 
were doing something” in the 
past, but whether it was an 
“on-paper exercise or actual” 
production remains unclear, 
UNSCOM spokesman Ewen 
Buchanan said. 

“It’s early days yet, that’s 
the problem... (and) it's too 
early to make any kind of 
judgement about what 
they’re doing,” he said. 

In Geneva, United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali was to meet a top Iraqi 
official to pursue efforts to 
persuade Baghdad to agree 
to limited oil sales, a U.N. 
spokeswoman indicated. 

The spokeswoman, There- 
se Gastaut, told reporters the 
meeting with Barazan Al Tik- 


riti, Iraqis ambassador to the 
U.N.’s European headquar- 
ters, was at Dr. Ghali's re- 
quest, but she declined to say 
if he had a new message for 
Baghdad. 

The meeting was “concern- 
ing resolutions of the (U.N.) 
Security Council and specifi- 
cally Resolution 986,” she 
said. 

That resolution, until now 
rejected by the administra- 
tion of President Saddam 
Hussein, would allow Bagh- 
dad to sell $2 billion worth of 
oil over six months under 
strict U.N. supervision to buy 
humanitarian supplies for his 
country. 

Iraq has been under a 
wide-ranging U.N. embargo 
since it seized Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990, although it was 
forced to withdraw by a Un- 
ited States-led coalition in the 
Gulf war of early 1991. 

U.N.and independent re- 
lief agency offioals say the 


embargo is leading to wide- 
spread suffering and death 
from malnutrition and dis- 
ease among the Iraqi popula- 
tion, especially old people 
and children. 

► 

Diplomats said the Ghali- 
Barazan encounter appeared 
to be simply the latest in 
ongoing discussions between 
the U.N. and the Iraqis on 
the issue and did not im- 
mediately suggest any change 
of position on sales by Bagh- 
dad. 

But it follows remarks by a 
well-placed U.N. official in 
Geneva early last month that 1 
hints had emerged on the 
fringes of the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York that 
Iraq might be moving to- 
wards a deal. 

Senior diplomats in New 
York and Iraqi representa- 
tives played down the offi- 
cial's suggestions at the time. 


Asked if the U.N. chief 
would be pushing for Iraqi 
acceptance of the resolution 
at Wednesday’s meeting at 
Geneva's Palais des Nations, 
she replied, “pushing is 
something that is not di- 
plomatic.” 

“Certainly it is part of the 
mandate of the secretary- 
general to facilitate speedy 
implementation of resolu- 
tions of the Security Coun- 
ci!." 

Last month senior diplo- 
mats in Baghdad said they 
sew no sign Iraq was ready to 
accept the resolution, which 
it says would violate its 
sovereignty. 

A 12 billion oil sale would 
release about 730,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) of Iraqi crude 
onto the world market over a 
six-month period, almost 
equivalent to the output of a 
small oil producer like Alger- 
ia. 


Pullback 

schedule 

will be 

kept, 

Peres 

informs 

Arafat 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
New Israeli leader Shimon 
Peres assured Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat on 
Wednesday that he will keep 
to the timetable set for an 
Israeli pullback on the West 
Bank, Palestinian officials 
said. 

The assurance came during 
a telephone conversation be- 
tween the two men on 
Wednesday, said Mr. Ara- 
fat’s advisor Nabil Abu 
Rudeina. 

“They talked about how to 
apply the redeployment. 
Peres said the dates of the 
pullback will be respected 
and that the timetable will be 
applied as agreed.” under the 
Sept. 28 autonomy accords. 
Mr. Abu Rudeina said. 

The pullback was briefly 
halted following the assas- 
sination of Prune Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Saturday, 
but was restarted on Tues- 
day. 

Troops, began pulling back 
on Oct 25 from Jenin in the 
north, and the withdrawal is 
due to be complete by the 
end of December. 

Under the accord, soldiers 
are due to quit five other 
Palestinian towns, but will 
stay in Hebron as part of 
special arrangements to pre- 
lect the 400 settlers living 
there among 120,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) took over 
West Bank post offices from 
Israeli control at a joint cere- 
mony. 

“Today we are in control 
of 40 post offices in the West 
Bank, employing 180 peo- 
ple/* said Bahjat Al Khalidi, 
director general of the au- 
thority’s Post and Com- 
munications Ministry. 

He said that Palestinians, 
who have already issued their 
own stamps in self-ruled 
Gaza, would be able to send 
international letters through 
Jordan and Egypt. 

Telephone lines and other 
services will be transferred, 
on a town-by-town basis. 

Mr. Khalidi told reporters 
at Bet El, north of RamaJIah, 
that the postal service hand- 
over had been delayed for 
more than a month because 
the computer software 
needed was Hebrew instead 
of Arabic. 

Meanwhile, in Rama 11 ah 
on the West Bank a Euro- 
pean Union team began set- 
-ting up offices ahead of the 
arrival Thursday of the first 
66 observers to supervise the 
elections. 

The 66 observers were due 
to arrive Thursday in Tel 
Aviv on “a multitude of 
planes from all over the 
European Union,” said 
European Union press officer 
Ian Blackley. 

Among the first to arrive 
will be Karl Lidbom, former 
Swedish justice minister, who 
is leading the team. 

They will be shuttled to 
Ramallah on the West Bank 
where the headquarters will 
be, and the first staff were 
Wednesday sorting out 
offices, tables, chairs as well 
as installing telephone lines 
and foxes. 

Over the weekend the 66 
will be given training and a 
briefing, before starting their 
task of supervising in the 
drawing up a Palestinian elec- 
toral roil, Mr, Blackley said. 

Palestinians will start draw- 
ing up the voters list on Nov. 
12 supervised by the EU 
observers, he added. 

“They will have their own 
transport and they will be 
deployed in various areas 

(Continued from pa ge 7) 
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Sudan leader 
calls for mass 


mobilisation 


KHARTOUM ( R) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir has called 
for mass mobilisation against 
southern rebels allegedly sup- 
ported by foreign armies. 

Lieutenant-General Bashir 
made the appeal at a rally on 
Tuesday in the province of 
Hasaheisa. about 130 
kilometres southeast of Khar- 
toum. state television said on 
Wednesday. 

The rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) has 
launched its first offensive in 
four years, capturing nine 
towns end villages since Oct. 
15. and in retaliation govem- 
msnt warplanes have 
bombed a southern town, di- 
plomats and aid officials in 
Nairobi said on Monday. 

The Sudanese government 
says large numbers of Ugan- 
dan and Tanzanian troops are 
taking part in the offensive 
but the diplomats said this 
was unlikely. Uganda might 
he giving the SPLA some 
logistical support, they 
added. 

Gen. Bashir again blamed 
foreigners for the latest fight- 
ing- ” 

“He stressed Sudan would 
not be cowed by conspiracies 
being hatched by states of 
international arrogance and 
which arc imposing their will 
upon some neighbouring 
client states to use them as 
tools to implement those con- 
spiracies." state radio said. 

“(Bashir) called on all the 
sectors of the people and 
youth immediately to head 
for the popular defence 
camps and to enlist in the 
jihad battalion in order to 
protect the faith and the 
country and its territory," the 
radio added. 

The phrasing of the report 
seemed to imply enlistment 
wes voluntary but the state 
media described it as “a dec- 
laration of genera! mobilisa- 
tion." 

!n the past two weeks the 
government has made several 
appeals for new recruits and 
government newspapers say 
there has been an enthusias- 
tic response, with thousands 
of young men turning up at 
recruitment offices. 

The recruits become mem- 
bers of the Popular Defence 
i-orce, a paramilitary orga- 
nisation set up months after 
Gen. Bashir seized power in 
1989 to help the army crush 


the southern rebels. 

The Khartoum govern- 
ment has given few details of 
the fighting in the south but 
the armed forces spokesman. 
Major-General Mohammad 
Abdul Kader. said the army 
had killed hundreds of 
attacking troops. 

The security situation in 
the operations zone was satis- 
factory as the armed forces 
had the upper hand, he 
added. The fighting is in 
Eastern Equatoria, close to 
Sudan's borders with Uganda 
and Kenya. 

“The armed forces have 
inflicted heavy casualties and 
losses on the invading forces, 
which has affected their 
morale and made them circu- 
late false information to the 
effect that their forces are 
approaching Juba and are ab- 
out to occupy it," he said. 

Before the offensive the 
SPLA, which says it is fight- 
ing domination by the Arab 
and Muslim north of Sudan, 
was about SO kilometres from 
Juba, the biggest town in the 
south. 

The army spokesman said 
Torit. 120 kilometres south- 
east of Juba, was the only 
town in the area of opera- 
tions and other settlements 
there were just small villages. 

* He said the armed forces 
had driven the attacking 
forces back, especially in the 
Ashwa area. 

He repeated the allegation 
that Ugandan troops were 
taking part and said the army 
could not rule out the pre- 
sence of troops from other 
countries because Uganda 
alone could not carry out 
such an offensive. 

Uganda has said it had 
nothing to do with an attack 
last month on government 
forces near Parajok and Mag- 
wi on the Ugandan border. It 
said the offensive was solely 
the work of the SPLA. 

The diplomats and aid offi- 
cials in Nairobi said the esti- 
mated 2,000 rebels in the 
offensive force had almost 
cut off up to 10,000 Sudanese 
government soldiers before 
taking the village of Pagere 
but gave them time to escape 
to the noftftT 

“Khartoum is in shock. For 
the past four years they have 
seen the SPLA moving back- 
wards... and now ail of a 
sudden they lose all these 
places," a diplomat said. 


Israeli court allows woman 
to train as air force pilot 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a 
landmark decision. Israel's 
supreme court ruled Wednes- 
day that the air force must 
open its pilots' training 
courses to women. 


Meretz Party. “We’re not 
just talking about Alice Mil- 
ler, but I hope many, many 
women pilots in the air force 
in the future." 


The judges ruled 3-2 for 
Alice Miller, a 23-year-old 
former aeronautics student 
who now holds an office job 
in the air force. 


Ms. Miller was joyous 
Wednesday, but also express- 
■jJ concern about being the 
first to break into one of 
Israel's all-male bastions. 


“I feel great tension and 
now hard struggle begins," 
Ms. Miller told reporters af- 
ter the ruling. "It’s difficult to 
be one woman among men, 
especially because of the feel- 
ings men express about the 
issue." 

Women's activists praised 
the ruling as a breakthrough 
for Israeli women. "We have 
removed a real obstacle of 
discrimination against 
women," said Naomi Hazan, 
a legislator of the left-wing 


In the ruling, the judges 
said the air force must treat 
all candidates equally and 
must give Ms. Miller a lest to 
see if she is -fit to be a pilot. If 
she passes' she musi be 
allowed to join the training 
course, the three judges said. 
The two dissenters said the 
air force does not have the 
facilities to accommodate 
women. 


The air force chief, Major 
General Herzl Bodinger, had 
ban-ed women from the pilots 
course on grounds that 
women did not serve long 
enough in the military to 
justify the investment and 
that motherhood could end 
service prematurely or make 
it difficult to maintain the 
necessary level of fitness. 
Training pilots is one of the 
longest and most expensive 
courses in the military. 


46 Mauritanians charged 
with spying for Baghdad 


NOUAKCHOTT (Agencies) 
— Forty-six Mauritanian 
members of groups sym- 
pathetic to Baghdad's ruling 
Baath party were charged 
Tuesday with spying for a 
foreign power, justice offi- 
cials said. 

Sixteen other people de- 
tained in the reported 
smashing of an Iraqi spy ring 
were released during the day, 
and the future of ten soldiers, 
including officers, arrested in 
the swoop last month was 
still uncertain. 

The wave of arrests began 
Oct. 23, when Mauritania's 
Interior Minister Mohammad 
Ould Dah accused the Iraqi 
regime of maintaining “a sec- 
ret network (to provide) pre- 
cise information on strategic 
positions of the Mauritanian 
state." 

Senior officials in the pres- 
idency and the Mauritanian 
parliament were implicated, 
according to Mr. Ould Dah, 
and the discovery of the ring 
triggered the expulsion of 
Iraq's ambassador to Mauri- 
tania, Anwar Molad Bayan. 

Iraq has dented the 
charges. 

Mauritania “has been 
handsomely paid by those 
who want to destroy the rela- 
tions between Arab states 


and harm the reputation of 
Iraq." an Iraqi spokesman 
said. 

Mauritania's crackdown on 
activists suspected of spying 
for former ally Iraq is the 
latest indication of the gov- 
ernment’s desire to move 
closer to the Western camp, 
analysts said here Wednes- 
day. 

Iraqi-Mauritanian relations 
reached a peak six years ago 
when Iraq backed a Maurita- 
nian conflict against neigh- 
bouring Senegal. 

But sinoe then. Maurita- 
nian President Maaouya 
Ould Taya has become in- 
creasingly irritated by the 
activities of Iraqi diplomats 
on bis territory, preferring to 
ally his country more with 
moderate Arab states and 
even Western powers. 

Mauritania has been in- 
cluded in the upcoming con- 
ference in Barcelona of Euro- 
pean and Mediterranean 
powers, and has been praised 
as a “good pupil” by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Traditionally opposed to 
Israel. Mauritania neverthe- 
less sent its foreign minister 
to Monday's funeral of assas- 
sinated Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin. 


U.S. representatives 
extend Palestinian aid 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The House of Representa- 
tives voted Tuesday to con- 
tinue financial aid to the 
Palestinians after a congress- 
man dropped his opposition, 
citing the assassination of 
Israel's prime minister. 

Hie vote to temporarily 
renew the Middle East Peace 
Facilitation Act (MEPFA), 
which allows for about S500 
million in aid over five years 
to Palestinian self- 
government authorities, also 
would give the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation Au- 
thority to legally maintain an 
office here. 

That authority expired af- 
ter Congress failed to renew 
the facilitation act last week. 
The State Department then 
announced it would shut the 
office down, a move that 
sparked protests from 
Palestinian groups. 

The new measure, passed 
in the House Tuesday even- 
ing on a non -controversial 
“voice" vote, will now have 
to be reconciled with a simi- 
lar version that passed the 
Senate last week. House and 
Senate aides said. 

Under the House version, 
the Palestinian self-governing 
authority could receive aid — 
and legally operate an office 


here — through Dec. 31. The 
Senate version would expire 
a month earlier, on Dec. 1. 

The bill was earlier ex- 
pected to run into trouble in 
House, where New York Re- 
publican Michael Forbes, 
backed by a key congression- 
al leader, vowed to fight the 
measure because of his 
opposition to the PLO. 

But following the assas- 
sination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
Tel Aviv Saturday, Mr. 
Forbes agreed to wage his 
battle “at a more appropriate 
time." 

It is undear exactly how 
the House version will play 
out in the Senate, where the 
proposal to renew the fad- 
li cation act. for unrelated 
reasons, got torpedoed in the 
first place. 

The act suddenly expired 
last week due to a squabble 
between the White House 
and Republican Senator Jes- 
se Helms, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

Mr. Helms blocked a re- 
newal of the act because 
Democrats refused to grant 
concessions on his plan to 
reorganise the State Depart- 
ment — a plan the White 
House vigorously opposes. 


Assassination of Rabin increases 


Palestinian uncertainty of future 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinians are 
questioning whether acting 
Prime Minuter Shimon Peres 
is politically strong enough to 
push the Middle East peace 
process to a conclusion de- 
spite his strong commitment 
to peace. 

Both leaders in the Palesti- 
nian community and ordinary 
people said they saw the kill- 
ing of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin last Saturday as a blow 
to their hopes for peace. 

But many Palestinians also 
resented the hero’s treatment 
granted to Mr. Rabin, a man 
who fought the Palestinians’ 
quest for their own state for 
nearly half a century. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, who returned 
Tuesday from consultations 
on the peace process with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, said he had “a 
good and strong rela- 
tionship" with Mr. Peres. 

He said he hoped the 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
cities in the West Bank, 
negotiated in the two sides' 
last agreement in September, 
would go forward. In fact, 
officers from both sides met 
Tuesday to discuss the initial 
withdrawal — from the West 


Bank town of Jenin. 

The labour minister in the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), Samir Ghosheh. 
said that at its next meeting 
the cabinet plans to discuss 
the dangers to the peace pro- 
cess from Mr. Rabin’s death 
and wanted to push Israel to 
keep the process going. 


many Palestinians share the 
view that it was Mr. Rabin's 
popularity as a former gener- 
al and defence minister that 
allowed him to make conces- 


sions. 


“We, in the Palestinian 
(National) Authority, will 
send a clear message to 
Israeli leaders that we have 
signed agreements with the 
government of Israel and not 
only with Rabin,” Mr. 
Ghosheh said. 

PNA’s Youth Minister 
Azmi Shuaibi said the 
Palestinians were concerned 
that Mr. Peres will be dis-. 
suaded from moving forward 
quickly with the pullout and 
•further negotiations, stymy- 
ing the whole process. 


Ghassan Khatib, a Palesti- 
nian political analyst and for- 
mer negotiator with the 
Israelis, said it was the com- 
bination of Mr. Rabin’s 
toughness and Mr. Peres' de- 
sire for peace that made 
progress possible. 

“The combination of 
Rabin and Peres is a unique 
phenomenon in Israel," Mr. 
Khatib said. “Peres is an 
experienced diplomat, flexi- 
ble and cunning, and Rabin is 
a popular leader in Israel 
with an excellent security re- 
cord." 


Palestinians. 

His recent swing to the 
peace camp has not con- 
vinced all, but many Palesti- 
nians realise his death makes 
their future even more uncer- 
tain. 


“The reaction here was 
that of a shock, not because 
we like Rabin, but because 
we can see the negative re- 
sults of his murder," said 
Jamal Joulani, a driver who 
lives in the Shufat refugee 
camp just outside Jerusalem. 

The mixed feelings about 
Mr. Rabin quickly surfaced 
in conversation in the camp. 


“Ail our fears are that 
Peres will not be able to stand 
up to the Israeli military lead- 
ers," Mr. Shuaibi said. “He 
might suffer from a state of 
confusion which would lead 
to no progress." 

Mr. Peres was a stronger 
advocate of peace than Mr. 
Rabin — and was believed to 
have pushed Mr. Rabin into 
decisions towards peace. But 


Of course, it was Mr^ 
Rabin's history in the military 
that made him a hated figure 
among Palestinians. Many re- 
member him as the man who 
drove thousands of Arabs 
from their homes in the 
towns of Lod and Ramie in 
the 1948 war. 

Mr. Rabin also was de- 
fence minister during the in- 
tefada, the uprising that 
started in 1987, and sug- 
gested the revolt be put down 
by "breaking the bones" of 


“The leader who turned his 
country into a strong and 
modern state should not re- 
ceive such a bad fate," Said 
Hamis Kharma, a 45-year-old 
blacksmith who has painted 
over anti- Israeli graffiti on 
this shop. . 


Another blacksmith. 
Mohammad Debi, blamed 
Mr. Rabin for the many chil- 
dren killed or wounded by 
Israeli soldiers in the camp, 
including his own son. 
Ahmad, now 20, who lost an 
eye to rubber bullets during a 
1988 demonstration. 

“Why should I cry for the 
leader whose soldiers took 
the eye of my son," he said. 


Rifkind assures S.Arabia over London-based exiles 


JEDDAH (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary . Malcolm 
Rifkrnd, who began a visit to 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, 
tried to ease concerns here 
over the activities of Saudi 
opposition groups in London. 

“I believe that one or two 
Saudi individuals in London 
has no implications for the 
very healthy relationship be- 
tween our two countries," 
Mr. Rifkind said, referring to 
exiled opposition leader 
Mohammad Massari. 

Mr. Massari was given asy- 
lum in London after Saudi 
Arabia banned his group, the 
Committee for the Defence 
of Legitimate Rights, soon 
after it was set up in 1993. 

The group, which is made 
up of university professors 
and Islamic fundamentalist 
preachers, has accused the 
Saudi regime of corruption. 

“We share a concern that 


of course individuals can 
sometimes behave in a way 
which is harmful to the rela- 
tions between friendly gov- 
ernments,” Mr. Rifkind told a 
press conference after meet- 
ing his Saudi counterpart. 
Prince Saud AI Faisal. 

“But that has to be put in* 
proper perspective," he said, 
adding that the media had 
given opposition figures grea- 
ter importance than they de- 
served. 

"So far as the British gov- 
ernment is concerned, we ex- 
pect those of foreign 
nationality who arc residents 
to obey the law and to act in a 
responsible way.” 

The ambassadors of 15 
Arab countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, in May issued 
a protest to British Prime 
Minister John Major about a 
policy which they deemed too 
soft on Arab opposition 


groups. 

Mr. Rifkind last week 
warned fundamentalists liv- 
ing in Britain against taking 
part in violent acts. 


came after two or three years 
of denying any such program- 
me — what are they still 
concealing?" he said. 


The British foreign secret- 
ary also said here that Lon- 
don and Riyadh shared the 
view that Iraq presented an 
ongoing threat. “We have a 
similar awareness of the dan- 
gers of the division in Iraq 
and the need for internation- 
al cooperation to respond to 
that," he said. 


Mr. Rifkind arrived in the 
■Saudi Red Sea port of Jeddah 
after attending the funeral in 
Jemsaiem Monday of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, assassinated by a Jew- 
ish fanatic at a peace rally on 
Saturday. 


The situation had deterio- 
rated since the defection in 
August of General Hussein 
Kamel, the architect 
of Iraq's banned weapons 
programmes, Mr. Rifkind 
said. 

He said Baghdad's revela- 
tions that it had developed a 
huge biological programme 
was equally worrying. “This 


He said the new Israeli 
government, headed by 
acting premier, Shimon Peres, 
was just as determined as the 
old to press ahead with the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Mr, Rifkind added that the 
generally supportive Arab 
reaction to Mr. Rabin's mur- 
der, which saw Oman and 
Qatar send officials for the 
first to Israel for the funeral, 
had been "vety well received 
in Israel." 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel told Arafat to stay away from Rabin funeral 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) - Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat wanted to attend the funeral of Yitzhak 
Rabin, “my friend and my partner." but Israel-asked him: 
to stay away for security reasons, Mr. Arafat sai >nan 
interview broadcast Tuesday. Mr. Arafat told CNNs 
“Larry King Live" that he was sorry not to have gone to 
Mr. Rabin's funeral on Monday. The funeral was attended 
by scores of world leaders. Mr. Arafat said he wanted "to 
have this chance to say to my friend and my partner Prime 
Minister Rabin: ‘farewell.’" But for their interior security 
affairs, they didn’t give me this chance." Mr. Arafat said he 
understood Israel's reasons for suggesting he stay away. JI 
understood completely," he said. “I know that... after this 
awful crime, they have some problems.... I was m 
permanent contact with Mr. Peres and with others, and I 
understood completely their reasons." 


Egyptian gets 12 years for cutting up wife 


COPENHAGEN (AP) — An Egyptian man got 12 years in 
prison Tuesday after being convicted of murdering his 
Filipino wife in a fit of jealousy, cutting her body into 
pieces and dropping them into a harbour. Fared on Helmy 
Khalil Rasmi, 49, denied killing his 39-year-old wife last 
year, and prosecutors conceded they could not prove he 
had carried out the murder. But they did convince a 
12-person jury that Rasmi had chopped up the body 
enough for it to find him guilty of murder, a court official 
said. The woman’s name was not disclosed.. Prosecutors 
said Rasmi used a saw to cut off her head and limbs, 
wrapped them in two plastic garbage bags and threw them 
into Copenhagen’s harbour last year. Her torso was 
discovered partly burned on a marshy green field in the 
city. The body parts in plastic bags were found by a 
canoeist. Experts linked Rasmi to the crime by a saw found 
in his apartment. Rasmi told the court that the residue on 
the saw was that of a monkey he had sliced for food. But 
experts testified that the teeth on a saw fit exactly with the 
cuts on the body. Rasmi was arrested after the murder on 
his way to the airport three hours before his plane took off 
for Cairo. The one-way ticket for Egypt had been bought 
same day. police said. 


Son to collect Balabagan’s blood money 


DUBAI (AFP) — The son of a United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) man said he planned to visit the court on Thursday 
to collect $41,000 in blood money from a young Filipina 
maid who killed his father. “If it's over there. I'll get it,", 
Faraj Al Baloushi told AFP on Wednesday, adding he 
would gjve the money to charity or build a mosque in 
memory of his father, Almas Mohammad Abdulah Al 
Baioushi. The maid. Sarah Balabagan, stabbed to death 
Almas Baloushi in July last year but said she had acted in 
self-defence. An appeals court in the city of Al ’Ain on 
Sunday received 150.000 dirhams ($41 ,000) cash which bad' 
been raised by supporters in the Philippines of the 
16-year-old maid, Philippine diplomat Danilo Cruz said. 
The court sentenced Ms. Balabagaft.on Oct. 30 to one year 
in prison and to receive 100 lashes of the whip when she 
agreed ro pay the blood money in exchange for the 
Baloushi dropping his demand for her execution. A lower 
court condemned Balabagan to death in September,, 
rejecting her claim that she stabbed her employer with the 
knife he used to rape her. 


U.N. chief s nephew in psychiatric hospital 


ALEXANDRIA (AP) — A court ordered the nephew of 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali to undergo 
psychiatric monitoring Tuesday after his lawyers said he 
was schizophrenic. His lawyers apparently wanted to 
lighten the 10-year sentence he received in September for 
smuggling LSD into Egypt. Judge Izzeddin Abdul Sabour 
ruled that Karim Raouf Ghali, 17, be committed to a 
psychiatric hospital in Cairo for 45 days to determine his 
mental condition, judicial sources said. Ghali was arrested 
in May at his family's villa in the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria after two students told police they bought the 
hallucinogen from him. He received a 10-year sentence in 
September that the judge described as lenient. Ghali hails 
from one of Egypt’s most prominent Christian families. He 
is the younger brother of Yousef Boutros Ghali. Egypt’s 
minister of international cooperation. 


Backpackers recall travelling with assassin 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Photos of the man who has 
admitted assassinating Israel's prime minister hit home for 
two Swedes: They recognised their old backpacking friend. 
“He was such a nice guy." Adrian Nordenborg, 24, was- 
quoted as saying Tuesday by the newspaper expression. He 
and Tomas Dirscn. 25. said they met Yigal Amir by chance, 
in T989 aboard a tourist boat in the Greek islands. The 
Swedish university students travelled with him two more 
times while backpacking in Greece and Israel. When they 
first met, Nordenborg said he noticed "this guy lying on his 
stomach with a strange cap on his head acting strangely." 
Nordenborg asked what Amir was doing. Amir said it was 
time for morning prayer. They started talking, took photos 
and eventually exchanged addresses — customary among 
students travelling on a low budget. Expression published a 
photo taken by Nordenborg of Amir sitting in a chair 
smiling happily. Nordenborg said they never discussed 
religion and that he had no idea Amir held extremist views. 
Nordenborg said he and Dirsen do not belong to any 

Swedes contacted Amir during 
heir last visit to Israel, in 1993. He met them in Eilat and 
later gave them a tour of Jerusalem, including the occupied 
Arab quarter. r 
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Cucumbers (small) 360 / 250 

Eggplant 150/80 

° artK 700/500 

Gmpcs 700/500' 

Crape Fnut 200/140 

Lemon 220/140 

Marrow (bi|C) [Off 50 

Marrow (small) 200/ 120 

Olives toecn) 55Q/420 

Onion fercen) 320H80 

O^ontwy) : 250/150 

g«riec 460050 

"■PPcrpKM) 2007120 

i^PPeri**!*!) (80/100 
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Tangerine 23 ff ISO. 

Tomato „ 130/70 
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ihg ’s birthday is public holiday 

t (Petra> — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker announced 
iy that all government departments and public institutions will be 
T marit the country's celebrations of Ws 
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[■ sm ^ .tygay smg .celebrations for the occasion, has prepared a pro- 
miif: several. activities and events. - - '•<• 


SSC to raise pensions 10% 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Retired 
citizens covered by the 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSO can expect a 10 per 
cent increase in their pen- 
sion next year, according to 
Minister- of Labour Nader 
AbulSbaer. 

The government has 
derided to raise SSC pen- 
sions by 10 per cent starting 
Jan !, 1996. Or. Abul Shaer 
announced Wednesday. 

The decision, which was 
taken by the Cabinet in its 
meeting Saturday evening, 
also provides for the 
increase by 10 per cent of 
the pension of senior citi- 
rfins whose jobs were ter- 
Tninaied due ro ill health, 


Dr. Abul Shae added. 

Speaking to the press, Dr. 
Abul Shaer said the deci- 
sion, taken upon a recom- 
mendation by the SSC 
board, was taken to mark 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s 60th birthday . 

The measure wifi benefit 
those already retired and 
receiving a pension from 
the SSC and all future pen- 
sioners, provided that the 
floor of increases in pen- 
sions will not drop below 
JD IS and will not rise 
above SO per cent, accord- 
ing to the minister. 

The decision means that 
the SSC will incur an addi- 
tional cost of JD 9 to JD 10 


million annually to cover 
this increase, according to 
the minister. 

The minister made it dear 
that there will be no extra 
deductions from salaries to 
cover this amount, and thar 
the new measure will not 
affect the SSCs investment 
programme. 

SSC Director General 
Safwan To n if an announced 
last month that the corpora- 
tion has so far invested JD 
722.2 million — more than 
50 per cent of those funds 
are deposited in banks, or 
invested in public share- 
holding companies and in 
real estate. 
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Prime Minister inspects 
new facilities at bridges 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Wednesday inspect- 
ed facilities at the King 
Hussein bridge on the 
River Jordan and opened a 
new arrivals’ hall to cope 
with the growing number 
of visitors coming to Jor- 
dan following its signing of 
a peace treaty with Israel. 

Accompanied by Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad 
and other officials, the 
prime minister toured the 
new facilities which 
include air-conditioned 
halls, customs offices and 
other utilities of a total area 
of 3,000 square metres. 

Fakhri Iskandar, the 
bridge police department 
director, said . improve- 1 .. 
ments xo. services and the 
jddition of die new;- 1 
premises were deemed nee- 1 ' 
essary in view of the grow- 
ing number of visitors to 
the Kingdom. 


In 1994, visitors num- 
bered 98,303 and the first 
ten months of 1995 have 
seen 140,978 visitors enter 
through the bridges. 

Col. Iskaodar said the 
sum of JD 1.5 million has 
been allocated for the new 
facilities. 

Not all the allocations 
were spent and the left-over 
sum will be spent on mod- 
ernising the old buildings, 
CoL Iskandar said. 

A tender for this project 
will be announced in the 
next two weeks. 

Accompanied by die Pub- 
tic Security Director and 
other senior police officers, 
tbeprime minister later visr 
ijed tfce new building hous- 
ing ‘the badia and border 
police and was briefed on 
the duties of the police offi- 
cers which include combat- 
ing smuggling operations. 


More 

rains 

expected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy said Wednesday that a 
low depression created 
over southern Turkey and 
accompanied by a cold air 
mass will* affect Jordan 
Thursday afternoon and 
Friday morning, bringing 
more rain. 

A department official told 
the Jordan Times that tem- 
peratures Thursday will 
rise to a maximum of 13°C, 
nearly nine degrees below 
normal and dropping to 
seven at night. 

The official said that the 
rains of Tuesday evening 
and Wednesday morning 
fell on , nearly ajl regions,, 
. with Amman., receiving a 
total of 2.8 millimetres. 

The rains came as a result 
of a low depression which 
was centred over Turkey, 
with some heavy rain 
falling mainly in die south. 


Two burnt in car accident on airport road 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two people 
were burnt to death Tues- 
day following a road acci- 
dent at die Queen Alia 
International Airport 
(QAIA) highway, accord- 
ing to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) reports. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the acci- 
dent which took place late 
Monday night near Al 
Zamil area involved a vehi- 
cle which struck tire guard- 
rail on tire right hand side 
of the highway. 

The impact of tire colli- 
sion ignited a blaze in the 
pehicle and two of the three 
men were trapped inside," 
tire CDD official said. 

The driver of the car, 
Nasser Is&a Abu Samra, 30, 
survived the crash 
unharmed and was found 
lying unconscious beside 
the vehicle, according to 


the official. 

“When we arrived we 
found two people lying 
beside the car, the 
unharmed driver and the 
badly burnt body of the 
passenger, be said. 

The second victim, the 
official added, was trapped 
inside the Saudi plate Mer- 
cedes sports car where his 
chaned body was found. 

‘Treliminary indications 
of the accident shows that 
the driver of the vehicle 
was speeding, lost control 
of his vehicle and slammed 
into the rail,” the official 
said. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times Wednesday 
declined revealing the 
cause of the accident 

The deceased were identi- 
fied by the CDD as: Khalid 
Mahmoud Ma’aytah, 33, 
and Nidal Masri, 30. 

All three bodies were 
taken to Al Bashir Hospital. 
An official at the hospital 


told the Jordan Tunes that 
the sole survivor was dis- 
charged from hospital. 

Meanwhile, Tuesday’s 
road accidents claimed two 
more lives in Zarqa, police 
and CDD reports said. 

According to the reports, 
the accident which 
occurred near Hetm Camp 
involved a pickup and a 
parked trailer. 

■ The report said that the 
pickup driver, who was 
speeding, lost control and 
slammed into a trailer that 
was parked at tire right side 
of the road. 

The impact of the acci- 
dent caused the immediate 
death of the pickup truck 
driver, Ismael Kandil, 45. 
The passenger who was 
accompanying Mr. Kandil, 
Kamal Sedik Abdullah, 32, 
an Egyptian national, died 
the following day in hospi- 
tal, according to police 
reports. 



FILM 

* “Aqui El Que No Come" at Institute Cer- 
vantes on Thursday at 5.00pm. 

* “Suleiman the Magnificent" (with com- 
Otentary in Arabic by Dr. Khalid Khreis) at 
Darat Al Funun on Thursday at 5.00pm. 

* 'The Empire of tire Sim" at the American 
Center on Thursday at 5.00pm. 

CONCERT 

* "Concert by the-band of tire National 
Music Conservatory at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Thursday at 8.00pm. 

Remembrance dav service 

* A service of Remembrance at the Church 
of the Redeemer on Thursday at 6.00pm. 




POETRY RECITAL 
Redial of poems by poets of the *905 at 


the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art 
on Thursday and Friday at 6.00pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Akram Abdel Jaber at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman. 

* "The Birth of Movies," at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

'Works by Dodi Thba'a entitled "Varia- 
tions Graphiques 93-95" at tire French 
Cultural Centre. 

'Protex 95 (Middle East Protection and 
Security Exhibition) and Building 95 (Mid- 
dle East Building Exhibition) at Amman - 
International Fair, Marj Al Ham am. (TeL 
688141) 

* The Bani Hamida Women's Weaving 
Project presents "Winds of Change" its fall 
exhibition at the Jerusalem Insurance 
Company in Shmeisani (Tel. 658696) 
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Princess Sarvath inaugurates 
Learning Difficulties Centre 

‘Schools urged to refer students with learning difficulties to centre ' 



HRH Princess Sarvath Al Hassan Wednesday greets Jordanian and Canadian offi- 
cials, and guests after inaugurating the Learning Difficulties Centre at the Princess 
Sarvath Community College (Petra photo) 


By Ghalia Ahil 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — HRH Princess 
Sarvath Al Hassan, Presi- 
dent of the Young Muslim 
Women's Association and 
chairwoman of the Princess 
Sarvath Community Col- 
lege Board of Trustees, 
Wednesday inaugurated the 
new Learning Difficulties 
Centre at the Princess Sar- 
vaih Community College. 

The centre, which started 
its training programme in 
September, aims at equip- 
ping several Ministry of 
Education teachers with the 
skills needed to deal with 
students suffering from 
learning difficulties 
Talking to reporters after 
opening the centre, Princess 
Sarvath stressed the impor- 
tance of catering for the 
needs of students with 
learning difficulties. 

Learning difficulties do 
not make the students suf- 
fering from them handi- 
capped, Princess Sarvath 
stressed, adding that some 
of these students' abilities 
could be above average. 

The Princess said that 
learning difficulties do not 
impede the students’ future 
performance, emphasising 
that many of these prob- 
lems could be overcome. 

Pointing out that about 25 
per cent of students have 
some kind of learning diffi- 
culties, Princess Sarvath 
said the long term objec- 
tives of the centre are to 
reach all students in need of 


its services in the Kingdom. 

In the coming few days 
the centre will start advis- 
ing schools that students 
suffering from learning dif- 
ficulties should be referred 
to the centre. 

According to a statement 
by the centre, “The centre 
aims to provide qualitative 
services .or students with 
hidden learning difficulties 
that impair their expected 
achievements though they 
have no auditory, visual or 
mental problems." 

“As long as educators and 
parents are unable to detea 
these hidden learning diffi- 
culties they are prone to 
labeling the child as being 
lazy or even stupid,” the 
statement added. 

It said the centre will also 
serve as a national testing 
and evaluation centre, that 
will eventually be expand- 
ed to encompass a regional 
scope. 

The Princess Sarvath 
Community College has 
also opened a number of 
resource rooms in different 
Ministry of Education 
schools to bridge the gap 
between theory and prac- 
tice. • 

The resource rooms will 
be a training site for the 
new centre’s nine staff 
members as well as offer 
help and support to children 
suffering from different 
learning difficulties. 

‘The centre has 60 
teacher trainees from five 
different schools in the 
Kingdom. After their train- 


ing is completed, we will 
appoint a teacher in each 
school to work part-time to 
treat students suffering 
from learning difficulties,” 
said Khuloud Khasawneh, 
project coordinator and one 
of the nine members at the 
centre. 

Ms Khasawneh and the 
other staff received six 
months of training in Cana- 
da where they were 
equipped with the skills 
needed to screen, identify, 
diagnose and treat children 


suffering from learning dif- 
ficulties. 

Necessary funds for the 
programme were provided 
by The Canadian 
International Development 
Agency (CIDA) which also 
provides funds for training 
Jordanian educators in Jor- 
dan. 

After opening the centre. 
Princess Sarvath toured its 
facilities and viewed sam- 
ples of different tests which 
the. centre is in die process 
of adapting as diagnostic 


tools. 

She was also briefed on 
the translated curricula 
designed and prepared by 
specialised Canadian 
experts and institutions for 
training resource room 
teachers, 

The centre was set up in 
cooperation with the Cana- 
dian government, CIDA, 
the Association of Canadi- 
an Community Colleges 
and the New Brunswick 
Community College. 


Italian ambassador to 
open new centre at 
University of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
new Documentation Centre 
of the Italian Language and 
Culture located at the Ital- 
ian Teaching Section at the 
Department of Modem 
Languages, the Faculty of 
Arts at the University .of 
Jordan will be officially 
opened by Italy's ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Romualdo 
Bettini, Saturday, accord- 
ing to a press release from 
the Italian embassy. 

The new Centro Di Docu- 
mentazione Di Lingua e 
Culture I tali ana was pro- 
vided by the Italian “Fon- 
dazione: Giovanni Agnelli” 
in Torino according to the 
1993-95 Executive Pro- 
gramme of the Cultural 
Agreement between the 
Italian Republic and Jordan 
and addressed to the Uni- 
versity of Jordan by a 
mutual agreement between 
Marcell Pacini, Director of 
the Agnelli Foundation, and 
the Italian Embassy here, 
the press release said. 

According to the press 


release, the new documen- 
tation centre, to be com- 
pleted in two years’ time, 
will provide information on 
foreign language courses; 
as well as 400 books on 
subjects as diverse as lin- 
guistics, dictionaries, histo- 
ry* geography, culture, nov- 
els, arts and architecture. 

The centre will also pro- 
vide video-cassettes of Ital- 
ian movies and cinematog- 
raphy. as well as audiovisu- 
al material for teaching 
programmes to facilitate 
Italian language teaching. 

The press release said the 
financial support of (he 
Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ three-year lan- 
guage teaching programme 
has gone beyond the 
5250,000 already spent on 
Jordan. 

Dr. Bettini will discuss 
the new 1995-96 financial 
support for Jordanian 
universities during the offi- 
cial opening of the centre, 
the press release said. 


Aqaba Region Authority 
grants contract of JD 
3.5m for housing project 


AQABA (Petra) — The 
Aqaba Region Authority 
(ARA) Wednesday granted 
three local Jordanian firms 
a JD 3.5 million contract to 
build the infrastructure of 
Aqaba's tenth housing 
estate. 

ARA president Fayez 
Khasawneh, who signed 
the contract with the gener- 
al managers of the three 
local firms, said that the 
project entails constructing 
22 kilometres of roads, a 
52-kilometre length of road 
shoulders in addition to 
water, sewerage, electricity 
and telephone networks 
needed for the housing 
estate. 

Work on the project will 
begin in one month and will 
be carried out in the space 


of 900 days, he said. 

According to Dr. Kha- 
sawneh ARA's technical 
department which prepared 
the designs for the project 
will supervise the imple- 
mentation of the contracts. 
The department has divided 
the. land for the housing 
estate into four parts made 
up of a total of 1,235 plots 
of land each ranging 
between 400 to 500 square 
metres in area, he said. 

Dr. Khasawneh said 
4,940 housing units with 
basic services including 
shopping centres, schools, 
mosques and public gar- 
dens to accommodate at 
least 30,000 residents will 
be set up. 


Seminar to probe community 
health, endemic diseases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Scien- 
tists from 17 Arab and 
overseas countries in addi- 
tion to Jorddn will gather in 
Amman at the Philadelphia 
Hotel for three-day seminar 
from Nov. 11-13, according 
to Oumeish Oumeish, pres- 
ident of the seminar. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
sanl, the president of the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST), 
will act as patron of the 
seminar. 

The Fifth International 
a nd Pan-Arab S eminar on 
Leishmaniases and Endem- 
ic Zoonoses will be organ- 
ised by the Higher Council 
for Science and Technolo- 
gy, tbe Ministry of Health, 
the University of Jordan 
and the International 
Development Research 


Centre (TDRC) in Ottawa, 
according to Dr. Oumeish. 

The theme of the seminar 
will be “Community 
Health-Environment, Pre- 
vention and Control,” and 
will tackle endemic dis- 
eases shared by human 
beings and animals, med- 
ically known as zoonosis. 

Four international and 
pan-Arab seminars on such 
issues were organised in 
previous years. 

The fifth seminar is 
aimed at the promotion of 
health sciences in Jordan as 
well as in the Arab World 
and will form a scientific 
communication platform, 
according to Dr. Oumeish. 

This seminar will focus 
on new findings on zoono- 
sis and the impaa of devel- 
opment on its spread and 


control. The seminar also 
seeks to focus on the dra- 
matic changes in develop- 
ment plans in tbe different 
fields, and tbe ecological 
changes that these are like- 
ly to bring to tbe region as a 
result, Dn Oumeish said. 

The seminar is a forum 
for promoting progress in 
the science of zoonoses. It 
aims to highlight new 
developments in zoonosis, 
especially in relation to epi- 
demiology, he said. 

Papers for presentation 
include themes such as con- 
tamination in the environ- 
ment, water resources 
development and public 
health, medical education 
and community health and 
development, according to 
Dr. Oumeish. 


The Embassy of Israel conveys its 
thanks to all those who presented 
their condolences on the death of 
the 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Mr. Yitzhak Rabin, 

and ask each of them to consider 
this as a personal acknowledgement 
of their kind gesture. 

It is our prayer and hope that the late 
Prime Minister’s Legacy, 

‘No to Violence - Yes to Peace,’ 
will prevail in our region. 
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will not seek presidency’ 


WASHINGTON <AP) — 
Retired Gen. Colin Powell 
has decided not lo seek the 
presidency in 1996, the 
Associated Press has 
learned. Republican sources 
s-wdd Gen. Powell was 
putting out word to close 
friends and associates that 
be would not run and would 
announce the decision this 
afternoon. 

Gen. Powell scheduled a 3 
p.m. announcement in sub- 
urban 'Washington. His 
aides refused to disclose his 
decision. 

But two Republican 
sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said they 
had been informed by a top 
Powell adviser that the 
retired general had decided 
not to join the presidential 
race. 

Even though Gen. Powell 
has never even said whether 
be was a Republican, he 
was seriously considering 
joining the GOP race. 

Gen. Powell’s delibera- 
tions have riveted the politi- 
cal world and all but frozen 
the GOP field as strategists, 
contributors and candidates 
waited to see what be would 
do. 

"This could be a time 
when candidates could 
begin to move a little bit but 
with Powell dominating this 
thing they’re all just stuck,” 
Vice President Dan Quayle 
said in a recent interview 
with the Associated Press. 

Since his retirement as 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chair- 
man in 1993, Gen. Powell 
has been the subject of wide 
speculation about a political 
future. He fueled specula- 
tion by refusing to com- 
pletely rule out a presiden- 
tial bid, while dropping tan- 


talising hints that he might 
be interested- 
National surveys have 
shown that as a Republican 
candidate, Gen. Powell 
would immediately over- 
take or at least pose a stroog 
challenge to front-runner 
Bob Dole. These polls also 
show Gen. Powell handily, 
beating President Clinton if 
he were the GOP nominee. 

The mystery surrounding 
Gen. Powell’s aspirations 
added to the hoopla sur- 
rounding his book tour this 
summer to promote his 
memoir. My American 
Journey. 

Thousands of admirers 
lined up at bookstores 
across the country to see 
him, prompting him to say 
that he would have to be 
“brain dead” not to be influ- 
enced by the adulation. 

In his book he wrote that 
he was not ruling out a 
political future but that he 
did not feel "a calling” to it, 
a position he has mnhnls&neA 
in a spate of interviews that 
coincided with his book 
tour. 

Bnt grassroots groups pro- 
moting his candidacy 
sprang up around the conn- 
try. While claiming no affil- 
iation with them, Gen. 
Powell did nothing to dis- 
courage them, and they 
have provided his advisers 
with research and technical 

data 

Gen. Powell had said be 
would wait until after the 
book tour ended last month 
to begin serious deliberation 
about a presidential candi- 
dacy. 

In making his decision, be 
has consulted with friends 
and acquaintances, includ- 
ing some of the nation’s 


most prominent 

Republicans — among 
them former President 
George Bush and three for- 
mer defence secretaries, 
Caspar Weinberger, Frank 
Cariucci and Dick Cheney. 

Gen. Powell’s friends said 
be truly was undecided as 
recently as this week and 
they ventured differing 
speculation on which way 
he was leaning. 

His wife, Alma, voiced 
concerns for his security 
and held strong reservations 
about his potential candida- 
cy. 

Gen. Powell also sought 
advice from leading conser- 
vatives William Bennett and 
Jack Kemp as other conser- 
vatives launched a pre-emp- 
tive movement to keep him 
from running. 

These critics, including 
Free Congress Political 
Action Committee 

Chairman Paul Weyrich and 
Focus On the Family leader 
James Dobson who worried 
about his moderate views 
on abortion and other topics 
and pain ted him as an estab- 
lishment figure who would 
undermine the GOP con- 
tract with America. 

But other conservatives, 
including Mr. Bennett and 
William Kristol, publisher 
of the weekly Standard, said 
Gea Powell should be wel- 
comed into the race and 
would be a strong and inspi- 
rational candidate. 

Among those urging Gea 
Powell to run was Rep. 
Christopher Shays, R- 
Corrn., who said he was 
talking to other members of 
Congress about organising 
Republican support for Gen. 
Powell. 

Bom in Harlem of 


Jamaican immigrants, Gen. 
Powell attended City 
College in New York and 
spent his entire career in the 
military. He had several piv- 
otal positioos but came into 
the spotlight when President 
Ronald Reagan appointed 
him national security advis- 
er at the White House. 

Since retirement, Gen. 
Powell has become a 
wealthy man for the first 
time, with speaking fees 
said to be in the 50,000 
range and runaway sales of 
his book. 

He has spoken warmly of 
Mr. Clinton, although criti- 
cising his foreign policy 
management. 

Coincidentally, Gen. 
Powell was making his 
announcement the very day 
Sen. Dole was in New 
Hampshire winning the 
coveted endorsement of 
Republican Gov. Steve 
Merrill. Part of die Dole 
campaign’s pitch to Mr. 
Merrill was that conserva- 
tives needed to rally around 
his campaign as a sign to 
Gen. Powell that his liberal 
views on some social issues 
would not go over with the 
conservative GOP primary 
electorate. 

Gen. Powell has been in 
seclusion mulling a presi- 
dential run for the past two 
weeks. In consultations 
with leading Republicans, 
be was described as being 
intrigued by the prospect of 
running. Several of those 
who spoke with him said 
Gen. Powell said flatly that 
be wanted to run. 

But be repeatedly raised 
family concerns. 


Clinton, Powell show strength in city ballot 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton and 
retired General Colin 
Powell gained most votes 
Tuesday in a non-binding 
presidential straw poll 
organised in 17 U.S. cities. 
f .But the poll, which was 
r.'iinded to force presiden- 
. : lJ ircr.i .ill par- 

ties to focus on urban 
issues, tailed to gamer as 
much support us its organis- 
ers had hoped and voting 
was thinner than expected. 

In early returns, with 
almost 40,000 votes tallied 
from sir, cities. President 
Clinton had won 53 per cent 
of the vote. Organisers had 
expected 3 bout 200,000 
people to cast votes at the 
saxe tine as tfcev voted in 


xur.xipal elections. 

Second in the early 
returns was Gen. Powell 
with jiisi over 15 per cent, 
ahead of all 10 declared 
Republican presidential 
candidates. Associates of 
Gen. Powell said Tuesday 
he would announce whether 
or not he was running for 
the Republican nomination 
within the next 48 hours. 

Third was Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole with 9.6 
per cent, well ahead of the 
other nine Republicans in 
the race. Over 10 per cent of 
those who took part backed 
various independent candi- 
dates, led by billionaire 
Ross Perot with 3.4 per 
cent 

The early results came 
from Minneapolis in 

Minnesota, Tucson in 

Arizona, Burlington in 

Vermont, Rochester and 

Greenburgh both in New 
York and Fayette in 

Maryland. More cities in the 


west of the country were 
due to report results later. 

But it was clear that lack 
of cooperation from local 
authorities severely limited 
the usefulness of the exer- 
cise. Most candidates 
refused to participate in 
scheduled debates and- -the 
Democratic National 
Committee tried unsuccess- 
fully to have Mr. Clinton's 
name removed from the bal- 
lot 

In some states, legal chal- 
lenges forced cities not to 
take part. Elsewhere, 
authorities refused to allow 
voters to cast ballots at the 
same time as they voted in 
local elections, forcing 
organisers to set up unoffi- 
cial voting stations. 

With Democrats control- 
ling many of the nation’s 
cities. Mr. Clinton’s 
strength was not very sur- 
prising. But Gen. Powell’s 
success among Republicans 
was striking. 

The project was the brain- 
child of Larry Agran, a for- 
mer Democratic mayor of 
Irvine, California. He 
argued that with the early 
presidential tests taking 
place in largely rural states 
like Iowa and New 
Hampshire, urban issues 
were largely disregarded in 
the presidential campaign. 

Mz Agran described the 
poll as a partial success. He 
said several cities had 
proved enthusiastic backets 
but "we could not get the 
kind of dialogue we wanted 
regarding the crisis in U.S. 
cities started among the 
candidates.” 

Meanwhile Democrats 
partially turned back a 
Republican political tide in 


stare elections Tuesday by 
holding the governorship of 
Kentucky, gaining a state 
bouse in Maine and pre- 
venting a Republican 
takeover in Virginia. 

Kentucky Democratic 
lieutenant Governor Paul 
Patton won a narrow victory 
over Republican Larry 
Forgy in a swing state 
where religious conserva- 
tives are a growing force. 

In Virginia, an all-out 
Republican campaign to 
take control of the state leg- 
islature for the first time 
ever fell short Democrats 
increased their majority in 
the house of delegates by 
one seat and clung to a 20- 
20 seat tie in the Senate, 
where they were expected 
to lose. 

Democratic Lieutenant 
Governor Don Beyer will 
hold the deciding vote. The 
result was a bitter disap- 
pointment for the state's 
popular Republican 

Governor George Allen, 
who had staked his reputa- 
tion and his conservative 
programme on the result, 
even though be was not run- 
ning himself. 

The second governors' 
election of the day saw 
Mississippi Governor Kirk 
Fordice, the heavily 
favoured Republican 
incumbent, comfortably 
winning a second term over 
Democrat Dick Molpus. 

In Maine, Democrats won 
two special elections in the 
state bouse of representa- 
tives and took back control 
of the chamber which they 
lost earlier this year when 
two Democratic lawmakers 
switched parties. 

The mixed picture seemed 


to indicate some weakening 
of the strong conservative 
wave which swept the 
Republicans to a huge vic- 
tory a year ago, when they' 
took control of the U.S. 
Congress for the first time 
i a 40 years. " " '• 

The elections were closely 
watched as an indication of 
the public mood exactly one 
year before the 1996 presi- 
dential election when 
President Clinton will seek 
a second term. 

Democrats, through fierce 
attacks on House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, tried to 
make these elections a ref- 
erendum on the Republican 
agenda of balancing the fed- 
eral budget through cuts in 
health and social pro- 
grammes. 

The Kentucky result was 
an indication such tactics 
could succeed. Mr. Patton’s 
51-49 per cent victory also 
provided the party with one’ 
of it most welcome wins 
since Mr. Clinton's election 
to the White House in 1992. 

In the three years since 
then. Republicans have 
taken control of the state- 
houses in virtually all the 
nation's largest states, 
including New York. Texas 
and Pennsylvania. 

Democratic Party 

Chairman and Connecticut 
Sen. Christopher Dodd said 
the result showed the 
Republican tide had crested. 

“It's stalled ... particularly 
in the deep south, many 
people said we didn’t have a 
chance and we’re proving 
that’s not the case,” he said 
on CNN. 


Ottawa takes its time mollifying separatist Quebec 


OTTAWA (R) — An ex- 
tended trip abroad by Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien has 
put moves to mollify 
Quebec on bold for several 
weeks, and officials 
Tuesday began speaking 
about putting together a 
plan of action by Christmas. 

After French-speaking 
Quebec separatists neatly 
won a referendum on sover- 
eignty on Ocl 30. federal 
forces decided they had bet- 
ter move quickly to seize 
the initiative. 

The razor-thin victory 
against the separatists was a 
political embarrasment to 
Mr. Chretien, bnt subse- 
quent events such as the 
murder of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
his funeral Monday diverted 
his attention in recent days. 

From the funeral in 
Jerusalem. Mr. Chretien 


travels to New Zealand and 
Japan for summits of 
Commonwealth nations and 
of the Asia-Pacific Econo- 
mic Forum. He is due to re- 
turn to Canada on Nov. 19. 

"I think the prime minister 
at the moment wants to take 
some time over the next 10 
days to reflect on the 
specifics of how we might 
proceed, and that will be 
available to you rather 
shortly,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Sheila Copps told 
repraters. 

How to proceed with 
Quebec’s demands divides 
the country and is deeply 
complex, but separatists 
have not launched any ini- 
tiative of (heir own that 
would require an immediate 
response. 

One of the key federal 
officials on the thorny 
Quebec issue, Inter-Go- 


vernmental Affairs Minister 
Marcel Masse, said Mr. 
Chretien has appointed him 
to head a still-to-be-foimed 
committee to study Quebec 
issues. “We'll develop a 
plan of action, I hope, by 
Christmas,” he said, speak- 
ing after a cabinet meeting 
in Mr. Chretien’s absence. 

Mr Masse later told par- 
liament the panel would 
look at both constitutional 
and administrative changes. 
Some have suggested 
decentralisation as a route 
that might please Quebec as 
well as other provinces by 
granting them more powers. 

In the week before the ref- 
erendum. when it looked 
like the secessionists might 
win, Mr. Chretien made 
pledges designed to meet 
some Quebec demands. He 
now has to meet those 


promises. 


“What we're looking at is 
possible measures to respect 
the promises made by the 
prime minister." Ms. Copps 
said. “The prime minister 
was very specific about 
wanting to have a federal 
resolution of wbai he has 
promised.” 

One of the least difficult 
routes on Quebec is for par- 
liament to push through a 
statement recognising 
Quebec as a distinct society 
— one of the old Quebec 
demands even if it will not 
satisfy hard-core separatists 
demanding a country. 

Jt will be more difficult to 
fulfil a promise to grant the. 
people of Quebec a veto 
over any constitutional 
changes that would affect 
them, as many Canadians 
resent offering special treat- 
ment for Quebec. 
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Some thirty civic group activists demonstrate in Seoul with placards demanding the 
arrest of former South Korean President Rob Tae-Woo who is suspected of amassing 
a $650 million slush fund while in office (AFP photo) 


S. Korean prosecutors summon 
five more big business moguls 


SEOUL (R) State prosecu- 
tors grilled top South 
Korean business leaders 
Wednesday and summoned 
another five to probe their 
links with former President 
Rob Tae-Woo’s $654 mil- 
lion slush fund. 

The chairmen of the 
Doosan, Haitai, Kolon. 
Kohap and Hyosung groups 
will come in Thursday, 
prosecutor Ahn Kang-Min, 
leading the probe into the 
fond scandal, told repotters. 

The heads of Samsung, 
LG and Dong- Ah arrived 
early Wednesday at the 
Seoul prosecutor-general’s 
office. 

Daelim Group Chairman 
Lee Joon-Yong, Hanil 
Group C hairman Kim Jung- 
Won and Dong Bang Group 
Chairman Myovog-Soo 
also were called in. 

Mr. Shin is a relative of 
Mr. Rob by marriage. 

Mr. Ahn told reporters 
prosecutors had evidence 
the giant Daewoo Group 
helped Mr. Rob hide 30 bil- 
lion won ($39 million) in 
secret bank accounts. 

Prosecutors Tuesday 

? |uestioned Kum Jin-Ho, 
ormer trade minister and 
Mr. Roh’s relative by mar- 


riage. 

Mr. Ahn told reporters Mr. 
Kum acted as a middleman 
in helping Mr. Roh switch 
89.9 billion won ($116.8 
million) from borrowed- 
name bank accounts into 
real-name accounts. This 
included 30 billion won 
($39 million) handled by 
Daewoo, be said. 

He said Mr. Kum told 
prosecutors he asked the 
Hanbo Group to help Mr. 
Roh hide 59.9 billion won 
($77.8 million). Prosecutors 
previously said Hanbo 
Chairman Chung Tae-Soo 
helped Mr. Roh conceal 50 
billion won (S64.9 million). 

A senior Hanbo executive 
said the group took the 
money as a soft loan. “We 
did not give money to for- 
mer President Rob in 
bribes,” be said by tele- 
phone. 

Search warrants were 
sought for four commercial 
banks, including the 
Commercial Bank of Korea, 
to track down money that 
Mu Roh allegedly used in 
property transactions, Mr. 
Ahn said. 

He said 16 accounts in the 
four, banks would be 
searched. He did not name 


the other three banks. 

Another prosecution offi- 
cial said Mr. Roh was sus- 
pected of having used some 
of the $654 million slash 
fund be amassed during bis 
1988-93 term to buy two 
buildings in SeouL 
“We are investigating four 
businessmen, including 
Shin Myong-Soo, in con- 
nection with funds relating 
to real estate,” Mr. Ahn 
said. He declined to name 
the other businessmen. 

“However, it is not clear 
yet whether Mr. Roh or his 
relatives were involved in 
the purchase of real estate.” 
There is no dispute that 
most of the country’s major 
conglomerates, known as 
chaebol, helped top up Mr. 
Roh’s slush fund. The ques- 
tion is whether donations 
' were kickbacks aimed at 
winning major state infra- 
structure and defence -relat- 
ed projects. 

Also at issue-, is whether 
the chaebol heads helped 
Mr. Roh launder the money 
by supplying borrowed- 
narne bank accounts or by 
using it a a loans for their 
operations. 


Learn from the Vietnam War to 


prevent other conflicts — McNamara 


HANOI (AFP) — Former 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara, visiting 
Hanoi for the first time 
since the end of the Vietnam 
War, said the conflict in 
which he played a key role 
should be a lesson for 
humanity in the next mille- 
nium. 

Mr. McNamara, 79, spent 
almost three hours talking 
to students and experts at 
Hanoi’s Institute of 
International Relations. 

“We have to draw the 
lessons of the Vietnam War 
to avoid other wars in the 
next century,” a Vietnamese 
source quoted him as saying 
in translation. 

Washington had been 
wrong to think it could pre- 
vent foe Communists’ victo- 


ry and “underestimated the 
fighting spirit” of the 
Vietnamese people, Mr. 
McNamara reportedly said. 

Mr. McNamara played a 
major role in escalating the 
war, but admitted in a bode 
this year, ]*in retrospect,” 
that decision-making in 
Washington had been rid- 
dled with errors. 

His book, greeted with 
widespread indignation in 
the United States, described 
the war as “a tragic mis- 
take”. 

Mr. McNamara arrived in 
Vietnam late Tuesday to 
help organise a conference 
on the Vbtnam War to be 
held next year involving 
several of the key players in 
the conflict. 

A smiling McNamara was 


accompanied on his visit to 
the institute by a Deputy 
Foreign Minister, Tran 
Quang Co, and Nguyen Co 
Tbach, Vietnam's diplomat- 
ic chief from 1980 to 1990. 

The visit’s emotional cli- 
max is likely to come 
Thursday. when Mr. 
McNamara meets his 
avowed former enemy, 
General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
now aged 83. 

After his visit to the insti- 
tute, Mr. McNamara said it 
had been an “excellent 
meeting.” 

“It was a very, very good 
start to my visit,” he told 
reporters, but added that “it 
is much too early to arrive 
at any conclusions." 


U.N. and OSCE observers ‘uneasy’ 
over Azerbaijan election ban 


LONDON (AFP) — 
International election moni- 
tors in Azerbaijan have crit- 
icised foe exclusion of a 
number of political parties 
and independent candidates 
from Sunday’s parliamen- 
tary polls, Azerbaijani tele- 
vision reported. 

It quoted a joint statement 
by observers from the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OCSE) expressing 
“unease” at the bar by foe 
Azerbaijani authorities, 
which they said could be 
illegal. 

“Tbe mission believes that 
decisions against the regis- 
tration of candidates and 
parties are based on dis- 
putable criteria.” the state- 
ment said. 

“The mission is uneasy 
because, contrary to inter- 
national regulations, no 
independent expert has 
been allowed to examine, 
confirm or object to foe 
decisions of the official 
experts.” 

The observers added, “the 
real cause of uncase is 
linked with the possibility 


that some candidates and 
parties may have been 
unlawfully deprived of par- 
ticipation in foe... elections. 

“The mission therefore 
notes that voters have been 
deprived of freely electing 
tbeir own representatives 

The statement noted that 
so far eight out 12 political 
parties and 392 candidates 
have been registered to take 
part in tbe elections. 

State televirion reported 
in October that the 
Azerbaijani Central 
Election Commission had 
barred four political parties 
— the Musavat Party, the 
Communist Party, tbe 
People’s Democratic Party 
and the Hope Party — from 
the elections because of 
irregularities regarding the 
nomination of candidates. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported Tuesday that in 
addition to the four parties 
almost 600 independent 
candidates had also been 
barred from the elections. . 

It was the second public 
criticism ’ of election 
arrangements by interna- 
tional observers in three 
days. 


On Sunday the National 
Democratic Institute (NDI), 
a publicly funded U.S. 
agency which has been 
advising Azerbaijani politi- 
cians on how to conduct a 
democratic campaign, said 
that “aspects of foe electoral 
process discourage popular 
participation rather than 
promote it.” 

Flaws in the electoral 
process could unde rmin e 
the “public trust” in tbe new 
parliament, tbe first, to be 
elected since foe republic 
achieved independence 
from tbe Soviet Union in 
1991, the NDI said. 

The repon cited allega- 
tions by opposition candi- 
dates that election officials 
were often unavailable, 
uncooperative or abusive, 
and that the appeals process 
was difficult and unclear. 

Authorities eased press 
censorship in Azerbaijan 
recently, but NDI warned of 
continued self-censorship in 
a country where it is a capi- 
tal crime to insult the digni- 
ty of the president. 


Drunken donkeys 
dry out at British * 
sanctuary 



SIDMOUTH, England^ 
— An animal 
that has had to treat 
keys for alcoholism 
that owners givrogliqubetd 
the usually calm beasts ^ 
turn them into 
drunks. Dr 
Svendsen, whose 
in western England is 
jng the donkeys to diy. < 
has treated animals f 
dark Guinness beer 
gin. “They get vety aggre£ 
sive and lose tbeir normal 
placid temperament,” she 
told Reuters. “We hai% 
group of three who came hi 
from a pub that was dosed 
down. They bad been fed 
on Guinness and crisps: 
One died after six wee3fe& 
One donkey was trained^ 
a pub’to pick up a half jrill 
of beer with its Hps and 
down tbe drink in one gulp. 
It ended up attacking the 
pub owner’s wife. Dt 
Svendsen treats donkeys 
which make an ass of 
themselves on alcohol by 
gradually weaning them off 
with watered down ver- 
sions of their favourite tip- 
ple. 


Britain supplied 
24 million faulty 
condoms to 
Zimbabwe 


LONDON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain supplied 24 rmllioo 
faulty condoms made by a 
Malaysian firm to Zim- 
babwe as part of an aid pro- 
gramme to fight HTV infec- 
tion, the British press 
reported Wednesday. Two 
papers said tbe British gov- 
ernment had to re-order 
condoms from other manu- 
facturers after 24 million 
sent by a Malaysian com- 
pany, Dongkuk Techno 
Rubber, were found to be 
of poor quality after labora- 
tory tests in Zimbabwe.The 
blunder by tbe Overseas 
Aid Administration (ODA) 
was revealed in a report by 
tbe National Audit Office, 
which monitors govern- 
ment spending, according 
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to the newspapers. They if aws nut , * 
added that both Britain aod m 
Zimbabwe immediately 
ended the contract wife 
Dongkuk after discovering 
the goods’ poor quality 
The faulty batches were 
part of a 66 million order 
aimed to encourage contra- 
ception and fight AIDS is 
Zimbabwe under a £900 
million ($1,350 million) 

ODA health aid pro- 
gramme running since 
1988 in Africa and Asia, 
according to the Guardian. 


Mandela smeared 
in lipstick . _ 


PRETORIA (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
wound up smeared in lip- 
stick after greeting the 86 
candidates to the 1995 
Miss World contest one by 
one, bnt managed to give 
the encounter a -political 
touch. Dressed in a rigbtiy- 
coloured Africsnshirt, Mr. 
Mandela offered his condo- 
lences to Miss Israel over 
the slaying of prime minis' 
ter Yitzhak Rabin before 
shaking the hand of fee 
red-lroad, dressed in stinky 
black. He expressed bis 
hopes for a lasting peace to 
Miss Croatia, a 19 -year-old 
wrapped in white. The win- 
ner will be named on Nov. 
18 in South Africa’s Son 
City resort. 
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Malaysia bans 
airport videos after 
sex show 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) ~ 
Malaysia has steppe® 
screening in-bouse vida# 
at all airports after a porno- 
graphic movie was shown 
briefly to departure loon? 
passengers last month, fee 
Information Ministry said. 
The Information bfinufe? 
issued a directive ordering 
a halt to all in-bouse vide® 
at Malaysian airports afW 
it discovered the video 
operators bad not applied 
for licences. The directive 
was issued after a porno- 
graphic video was shown 
for 30 seconds at the Knab 
Lumpur international ^ 
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TVaffic comes lo a standstill in the Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, as traders went on strike in the first ever such 
nationwide protest. Followers of a Muslim religious leader form a human chain (centre of the road).The protesters 
were demanding an end to a prolonged political standoff (AFT photo) 


Bangladeshis stage protest over political crisis 
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DHAKA (R) — Tens of 
thousands of men and 
women formed a human 
chain in Dhaka Wednesday 
demanding an immediate 
end to the country’s long- 
running political crisis. 

They poured on the streets 
chanting “no further delay 
in resolution of problems” 
and “the crisis has become 
unbearable”, witnesses said. 

Id another protest, thou- 
sand of Dhaka businessmen 
rallied on the streets to 
denounce frequent opposi- 
tion strikes that shut down 
transport, trade and com- 
merce. 

They urged the govern- 
ment to resolve the dispute 
over opposition demands 
for new elections under a 
neutral caretaker govern- 
ment. 

The opposition wants 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda 22a to step down 
and hand power to Chief 
Justice Abu Taher 


Mohammad Afzal, or any 
neutral person acceptable to 
til! parties. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh's first free 
polls, rejected the demand 
as unconstitutional. 

The campaign was to 
force her to dissolve parlia- 
ment and allow fresh polls. 

The opposition accuses 
Mrs. Khaleda’s government 
of by-election fraud and 
sweeping corruption, and 
says no election under her 
would be fair. The ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) has refuted the 
charges. 

President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas Wednesday called 
parliament to meet in a spe- 
cial session on Nov. IS. the 
fifth day of a proposed 
week-long opposition-led 
national strike. 

The move surprised many, 
including political analysts, 
some of whom believe it 


may be the current parlia- 
ment’s last session. 

“However, it does not nec- 
essarily mean that Mrs. 
Khaleda will accept the 
caretaker demand,” one 
analyst told Reuters. 

The protesters Wednesday 
criticised the opposition’s 
failure to press home their 
demands from within par- 
liament. “Leaving their 
elected, constitutional posts 
actually weakened opposi- 
tion,” one said. 

The business community 
joined the protest at the call 
of S alman Rahman, presi- 
dent of the Bangladesh 
Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry. 

Mr. Rahman asked all fed- 
eration members to observe 
a 15-minute token work 


stoppage Wednesday and 
take to foe streets to demon- 
strate their displeasure at 
foe political stalemate. 

Traffic in the city of nine 
million became chaotic dur- 


ing the protests which shut 
down many roads, witness- 
es said. 

Police said they feared 
widespread violence during 
the upcoming strike because 
foe pro-government 

activists had openly threat- 
ened to resist the opposi- 
tion’s “disruptive actions”. 

Opposition parties, 
including foe Awami 
League led by Sheikh 
Hasina, said they would not 
only boycott elections 
planned by Mrs. Khaleda’s 
government but would 
resist them. 

“Time for peace has run 
out and the government is 
pushing us towards con- 
frontation." Awami leader 
Mohammad Nasim said 
Tuesday. 

The BNP says the opposi- 
tion, fearing defeat in elec- 
tions due early next year, 
was pushing the country 
toward anarchy. 
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India election chiefs weigh Kashmir poll prospects 


monitors pc- -SRINAGAR, ’India (R) — 

pending, actee. India’s election commis- 

jnewspapers. Tr* sioners made a whirlwind 
tour of Jammu and Kashmir 
state Wednesday to decide 
whether to accept the gov- 
ernment’s recommendation 
to hold polls next month in 
the troubled Himalayan 
region. 

The decision by Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao’s cabinet on foe week- 
end to hold the first state 
assembly elections in eight 
years has been criticised by 
national opposition parties 
and a broad spectrum of 
Kashmiris. 

Separatists called a one- 
day protest strike Wednes- 
day in the Kashmir Valley, 
foe centre of a five-year-old 
revolt against Indian rule in 
which more than 20,000 
people have been lolled. 

Most shops and offices in 
the summer capital Srinagar 
shut down for the day and 
streets were largely desert- 
ed. 

Ominous warnings were 
issued by militants, who 
A African s have vowed to step up their 
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campaign aimed 
at thousands of 


Indian soldiers and paramil- 
itary troopers deployed in 
foe state. 

“No civilian should move 
on that day,” said the 
Islamic Resistance Front, an 
alliance of three Islamic 
militant groups. But there 
were no reports of strike- 
related violence. 

The three election czars, 
led by Chief Commissioner 
T.N. Seshan, stopped first in 
Leh, foe largest city in foe 
eastern plateau region of 
T.adakh, to meet stare offi- 
cials and politicians. 

They then flew to 
Srinagar where they saw 
Governor K.V. Krishna 
Rao* political leaders and 
security officials. They 
were later scheduled to visit 
Jammu, the state’s winter 
capital, before returning to 
New Delhi. 

The independent commis- 
sion must decide if polls, 
which would lead to the end 
of direct federal rule over 
the state, would be safe and 
fair. No decision was 
expected Wednesday. 

Earlier this year, foe com- 
mission decided not to call 
polls after a major shrine in 


Charar-E-Sharief - • Was 
destroyed during a standoff 
between guerrillas and 
security forces, provoking 
widespread public outrage. 

Mr. Rao's government and 
his ruling Congress Party 
claim the security situation 
has improved as Kashmiris 
grow tired of the fighting, 
and that assembly polls 
would help restore normal- 
cy in mostly Hindu India’s 
only Muslim majority stale. 

But a broad range of 
national parties from the 
Communists to the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) disagree. They 
say (he risk of violence and 
deep opposition in the 
Kashmir Valley mean polls 
would not be a true test of 
foe people's will. 

Id a bid to rally support 
for polls from Kashmiris 
clamouring for greater 
autonomy, Mr. Rao 
announced a series of con- 
cessions in a nationally tele- 
vised speech on foe week- 
end. 

He referred to a 1975 
accord, never implemented, 
which would have given the 
state the power to repeal 


federal- laws encroaching on 
its autonomy. Mr. Rao also 
said the state could replace 
foe titles of chief minister 
and governor with prime 
minister and president 

Mr. Rao’s proposal irked 
the BJP, whose leader Murli 
Manohar Joshi called it a 
“charter for India's 
Balkanisation”. 

Mr. Rao appeared to have 
failed to persuade foe state’s 
biggest pro-Indian party, foe 
National Conference, to 
participate in the polls. 
Former Chief Minister 
Farooq Abdullah said he 
would urge party leaders at 
a two-day meeting starting 
Wednesday to boycott foe 
polls because Mr. Rao did 
not offer adequate autono- 
my. 

Mr. Abdullah has been 
demanding the restoration 
of a 1952 agreement which 
gave Jammu and Kashmir 
control over all areas except 
defence, foreign affairs and 
communications. 

The Election Commission 
could have difficulty calling 
polls if the National 
Conference joins other par- 
ties boycotting elections. 


Rwanda: 300 rebels killed in raid on island 


KIGALI (R) — Rwanda’s 
government forces killed 
-g, some 300 former Rwandan 
florin, a hoops ami militiamen on an 
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1 be their biggest blow to rebel 

‘ forces. officials said 

Tuesday. 

They said Rwanda 
Patriotic Army (RPA) 
hoops stormed Iwawa Is- 
land on Lake Kivu Saturday 
si iv ^ fought with Hutu mili- 
, tMPIIR ^ ***** rata overrunning foe 
ALLIjw jjojf island Monday nighL 
ik . hop# & "We assaulted foe island 
Saturday. The fighting went 
ipat®* £ ^ on for two days because 
> they were heavily dug in 

to "JPt and the terrain was in their 

30 * 5 • They had also 

atio° >$5 booby-trapped many routes 
1 the island,” said a 
a spokesman for Rwanda's 

a Defence Ministry, 

aysfejvflje % “Indications so far are that 
’° veI *'r enemy lost as many as 

its 300 but these are prelimi- 

soc® 8, a PS nary figures because we are 
sued $£-.qBl counting. Most of these 
. video yre killed on the island 

.wring foe assaulL Others 
Tfy j ffwoe killed trying to flee the 
1 sland T others drowned." 

Five RPA soldiers were 
tilled and some wounded. 



he added 

The RPA, dominated by 
Rwanda’s Tutsi minority, 
seized power in July last 
year after the genocide of 
up to one million Tutsis and 
Hutu moderates by Hum 
troops, militiamen and 
mobs. 

The state-run Rwandan 
Press Agency (ARP) quoted 
military sources on Iwawa 
as saying more than 300 
Hutu former government 
soldiers and militiamen 
were killed and said its cor- 
respondent had counted a 
total of 54 bodies on land 
and 87 in foe water. 

The spokesman and ARP 
said 15 prisoners were cap- 
tured. 

He said it was by far foe 
biggest enemy concentra- 
tion RPA troops had found 
and was an indication of the 
rebel buildup. 

He said heavy machine- 
guns, anti-tank cannons, 
anti-aircraft guns were cap- 
tured on Iwawa, 25 kilome- 
tres from mainland Rwanda. 
He said many of foe 
weapons were brand new 
and had not yet been assem- 
bled. 


He said there were 
between 500 and 600 for- 
mer Rwandan troops and 
militiamen based on the 
island, from where Hum 
militants had launched hit- 

and-run raids into Rwanda 
in recent months. 

UN. officials said foe 
RPA was increasingly wor- 
ried by the growing cross- 
border insurgency mounted 
by former Hutu troops and 
mili ti amen who escaped to 
Zaire and Tanzania last 
year. 

ARP quoted some of the 
prisoners as saying (hey had 
been staying on the island 
for foe last two months and 
it was being used for train- 
ing and as a base for infil- 
trating into Rwanda. 

Hie ARP correspondent 
said he saw captured 
weapons including a recoil- 
less 75-mm cannon, three 
anti-aircraft ' guns, - - two 
heavy machineguns, 50 
rifles and more than 100 
anti-personnel mines. 

In another development, a 
RPA soldier shot dead 14 
people and wounded 19 
before committing suicide 
by turning his gun on him- 


self in southwestern 
Rwanda, state-run radio 
said Tuesday. 

It said the soldier opened 
fire on a mob which was 
angry that he had stabbed to 
death a local resident in aq 
argument in a ban Officials 
said the killings took place 
Monday. 

Officials declined com- 
ment on the killings in 
Nshili commune in 
Gikongoro region, a strong- 
bold of the Hutu majority. 

The Tutsi-led RPA as a 
rebel army was considered 
one of Africa's best disci- 
plined forces before it won 
the civil war. 

Aid workers say RPA 
members are now frequent- 
ly involved in robberies 
because they are short of 
money and in rural areas are 
largely outside the control 
of their commanders in (be 
capititl. 

RPA troops have massa- 
cred hundreds of Hutu civil- 
ians this year but govern- 
ment officials said such 
incidents were either the 
work of renegades or retali- 
ation for attacks by Hutu 
rebels. 


Sri Lanka Tamil groups 


urge immediate peace talks 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Moderate Tamil groups 
called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Sri Lanka's sep- 
aratist war Wednesday and 
said the exodus of refugees 
from the rebel-held north 
was out of control and could 
only be compared to 
Bosnia. 

“The loss of life has been 
unprecedentedly heavy 
among the civilians not to 
mention the high toll among 
the...nrilitams as well as 
security personnel,” the 
groups said in a statement, 
stressing that fighting was 
reaching a climax in the 
north. 

“The exodus is uncontrol- 
lable,” foe stare mem said. 
“Tbe fleeing of nearly half a 
million people is an index 
of the terror that has gripped 
them. The refugee problem 
is unmanageable. . People 

are facing starvation ” 

It said there was an acme 
shortage of infants' milk 
and no antibiotics or medi- 
cine. “The situation can 
only be compared to that of 
Bosnia,” it said. 

Residents fleeing the 
north told Reuters in tbe 
central town of Vavuniya 
there was a line a mile long 
outside the hospital at 
Chavakachcberi, a refugee 
destination south of Jaffna 
lagoon, with people suffer- 
ing sores, diarrhoea and 
fever. 

The Liberation Tige rs, of 
Tamil Eelam (LiTE) are 
fighting for a homeland in 
the north and east in a war 
which began in 1983. 

Government troops are 
now massed in the northern 
Jaffna peninsula for an 
expected assault on Jaffna 
town. 

Tbe military said 

Wednesday that troops were 
continuing to “consolidate 
in newly captured areas” 
outside Jaffna town, 

believed to have been laced 


with mines by fleeing 
rebels. 

The group of nine Tamil 
unions and parties also 
called for the immediate 
“commencement of a politi- 
cal process for a negotiated 
settlement. 

“It is our considered view 
that bombing and shelling 
of areas of high civilian 
concentration will drive foe 
people away from their 
homes,” it said. 

Tbe LTTE Tuesday 
accused the armed forces of 
bombing civilian areas at 
Kopai, Chunnakam and 
Cbanganai, all equidistant 
from Jaffna town. Tbe mili- 
tary has man y times denied 
bombing civilians but says 
in conventional warfare 
there are bound to be some 
civilian casualties. 

The groups’ sta tement 
said the LTTE bad 
“declared openly” that they 
would consider a federal 
constitution as an alterna- 
tive to “Eelam”, their 
would-be homeland. 

But analysts said the 
LTTE refused invitations to 
discuss a wide-ranging 
devolution “peace pack- 
age”, offering federalism in 
all but name, and broke a 
100-day ceasefire with foe 
government in ApriL 

The Tamil statement was 
drawn up by parties includ- 
ing the Tamil United 
Liberation Front, which has 
five seats in tbe 225-seat 
parliament, and the once- 
militan t People's Liberation 
Organisation of Tamil 
Edam, which has three 
seats. 

Also signing the statement 
were foe Tamil Eelam 
Liberation Organisation, 
v irtua lly wiped out by the 
LTTE in 1986. and foe 
Eelam Revolutionary 
Oiganisa-tion of Students, 

* uied in 1975 and foe 
first ^utside group' to- be 
trained by* foe Palestine 


Liberation Organisation. 

Absent from foe list was 
foe fiercely anti-LTTE 
Eelam People’s Democratic 
Party (EPDP), whose leader 
Douglas Dev anan da was foe 
target of an LITE assassina- 
tion attempt in October. 

Mr. Devananda, famous 
for foe two browning pistols 
he wears tucked into a khaki 
belt, is currently in the 
United States. 

Meanwhile after three 
weeks of furious combat, 
foe Sri Iankan army is clos- 
ing in on Jaffna City, foe 
grand prize in its 12-year 
war against Tamil guerril- 
las. 

The conquest of the rebel 
capital will not end foe war. 
But Jaffna's fall will alter 
foe nature of the fight. 

Last week, the army 
moved within four kilome- 
tres of foe city, seat of the 
rebels’ government-in-wait- 
ing. Bogged down by mon- 
soon rains, combat has been 
static since. Military plan- 
ners say it could take two 
weeks to capture the sur- 
rounding towns and move 
into the city that has been 
the centre of Tamil culture 
for centuries. 

A severe blow to the 
Tamil Tiger rebels, such a 
victory could give a boost to 
President Cbandrika Karoa- 
ratunga’s peace package, 
proposed last July. 

The plan offers to decen- 
tralise power from foe fed- 
eral government to foe 
provinces, giving greater 
self rule to foe Tamils who 
dominate the north and east 
of foe island nation off 
India's southern coast. 

The Tigers rejected the 
proposal as inadequate. 
They have been fighting 
since 1983 for an indepen- 
dent homeland, claiming 
that tbe majority Sinhalese 
are guilty of racism and dis- 
crimination! . * 

Even with their - capital 


teetering, foe LITE have 
vowed to fight on. 

“Our guerrilla movement 
cannot be crashed .in con- 
ventional battle," said 
Anton Balasingbam, the 
Tigers’ spokesman. “The 
Lankan forces can take over 
foe territory. But they can- 
not hold on. We'll strike 
back.” 

Western military analysts 
agree the Tigers are wound- 
ed, but not so easily 
destroyed. 

Their fighting strength is 
estimated to be 10,000- 
15,000 men and women. 
Even if they lose thousands 
of dead and wounded, they 
remain strong enough to 
mount effective terrorist 
and hit-and-run campaigns, 
diplomatic analysts said on 
condition of anonymity. 

The army’s battlefield 
success on the road to Jaffna 
has surprised many Sri 
Lankans. But the victory 
could have unanticipated 
consequences. 

Tbe government had por- 
trayed foe battle for Jaffna 
as a struggle to liberate one 
of Sri Lanka's most historic 
and important cities. But up 
to 500,000 Tamils fled the 
advancing army. 

Rather than end foe war 
and heal foe ethnic divide, 
some analysts see the rift 
deepening. 

Tamil s in the south, who 
abandoned foe indepen- 
dence struggle years ago 
and joined mainstream poli- 
tics, are worried about foe 
rout of their kinsmen and 
the hardship inflicted on 
civilians. 

“There is bitterness not 
only in the north, but all 
over foe country," said 
Neelan Tiruchelvam, direc- 
tor of the International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies in 
Colombo, the Sri Tankan 
capital. “Ethnic relations 
are deteriorating.” 


INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
ORGANISATION 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 

CORRECTION 


The Chairman of the Board of the Modem 
American School ran an advertisement jn 
the November 5 , 1995 issue of ‘Al-Rai’ 
and the November 6, 1995 issue of ‘El- 
Dustour’ which stated that they had 
“joined the International Baccalaureate 
Organisation as Members, and chosen to 
introduce the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) programme, both accredited and 
affiliated with the I BO Headquarters in 

Geneva starting as of next year 

1996 / 97 ". This public announcement 
followed a circular to the same effect that 
was sent to parents of students in the 
school. 

The IBO would (ike to state that the 
Modern American School, which has 
until recently been known as the Modem 
Education School, has merely contacted 
the IBO to express an interest in the IB 
programme and request information and 
an application form. While the IBO- 
welcomes applications and the 
introduction of the IB into both national 
and international schools in aii parts of 
the world, an application does not in itself 
guarantee or automatically mean 
acceptance to teach the IB. There is an 
established procedure to be followed and 
a set of criteria and conditions to be met 
and fulfilled before acceptanpe is 
granted, including as assessment by the 
IBO staff responsible for the region in 
question. This process is long, rigorous 
and demanding and applications are in 
fact refused each year. 

Therefore, and until approval is obtained, 
publicity must clearly state that approval 
to teach the IB is being sought and not 
that it will be taught. The use of the IB 
logo - or name - or its incorporation into 
any private logo without prior permission 
also violates international law. Indeed, 
the IBO does not view favourably 
applications from schools that purport to 
offer IB prior to official approval from the 
IB office in Geneva. 
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Settlement with justice 


THE SUBJECT of war crimes is natural- 
ly taking a centre stage in the ongoing 
peace talks in Dayton, Ohio, among 
Balkan leaders. The Bosnian government 
is insisting that Bosnian Serb leaders 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic be 
handed over to the war crimes interna- 
tional tribunal in the Hague as part of the 
overall settlement which is in the making. 
The two Bosnian Serb leaders have been 
indicted by the tribunal and are awaiting 
trial if they can ever be extradited, 
something which does not seem to be in 
the cards for the time bring. 

This is taking place amidst growing 
optimism that the U.S. -brokered peace 
negotiations have reached a critical point 
and could be on the verge of attaining 
meaningful progress on -a blueprint for 
peace in former Yugoslavia. 

There is no donbt that all people 
implicated in the perpetration of war 
crimes or crimes against humanity in 
Bosnia should be brought to justice. AH 
war c riminals connected with acts of 
genocide committed in Bosnia should be 
apprehended or . surrendered to the 
appropriate international tribunal assem- 
bled, for this particular purpose in the 
Hague for a speedy trial. This is indeed a 
high priority issue that no nation, includ- 
ing the three negotiating parties in Day-* 
ton, should ignore. 

We all know that such noble and legal 
obligation cannot be met by suspending 
the political talks on a general framework 
for peace in the Balkan region or by 
preventing their successful resolution, till 
all those charged with war crimes are 
brought to justice. The Serb negotiators 
are internationally obligated to facilitate 
the trial of their countrymen implicated 
in war crimes. Failing to do so would 
blemish forever the image and reputation 
of the Serbian nation. But while a link 
must be maintained between a final 
settlement and the prosecution of all war 
criminals, peace talks between the parties 
under the auspices of Washington should 
proceed with full speed. This, for now, is 
the answer. 



A WRITER in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said Wednesday that 
the outcome of a survey conducted by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies in the University of Jordan about pros- 
pects for some kind of union between Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories reflects the tendency of people on 
both sides of the river to forge unity that would best 
safeguard their interests. Forty-live years ago the people of 
the West Bank asked the late King Abdullah for merger 
with the Kingdom, and the recent survey conducted 
simultaneously in the West Bank and Jordan gives clear 
indication that there is a great popular enthusiasm towards 
union, S3id Mufid Nahleh. Referring to sceptics who fear 
that a union could mean creating a substitute homeland for 
the Palestinians in Jordan, the writer said this concept is 
unrealistic any more, now that Jordan and Israel have 
signed a peace treaty defining international boundaries 
between them and in Che light of Israel’s gradual withdraw- 
al from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. He said any 
form of unity between the two people can open up great 
opportunities for a prosperous future for them, and can 
further enhance peace and stability for all countries in the 
region. 


IN THE view of Mahmoud Rimawi, a columnist in A1 Ra’i, 
'Israel's Acting Prime Minister Shimon Peres has a good 
opportunity to breathe life into the stalled Israeli-Syrian 
negotiations and to complete Israel's withdrawal from 
Palestinian territory in the coming few months. In the light 
of the overwhelming international and regional backing for 
the Labour-led Israeli government’s drive for peace. Mr. 
Peres has a chance to prove to the Israeli electorate that the 
Labour Party has fulfilled its promises to them about peace 
with the Arabs, and so secure victory in the 1996 
parliamentary elections, said the writer. It is quite known 
That Mr. Peres is less stringent in dealings with the Arab 
countries and less influenced by the military than his 
predecessor. Yitzhak Rabin. Accordingly. Mr. Peres could 
be more flexible in security and military matters with 
regard to Syria, said the writer. Without Rabin, said the 
writer. Mr. Peres will have a free hand to conduct 
negotiations with Damascus on the one hand and to ensure 
a smooth Israeli military pull out from Palestinian towns on 
the other. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdotibeh 




After Rabin, more involvement by the Israeli public 


MUCH HAS already been said or written about Yitzhak 
Rabin and the implications of his untimely demise, and 
much will be said and written yet. Over the past few days, 
several people have dwelled on his exceptional personal 
attributes and achievements, on his qualifications as a 
leader and peacemaker, on the void be has left in Israel's 
political scene, on the likely impact of his death on the 
direction and shape of future Israeli politics and on the 
peace process, on the meaning of the assassination act 
within the context of Israeli society, on the noticeable 
growth, escalation and spread of Jewish violence and 
terrorism, and so forth. Though much of what is said about 
the possible consequences of Rabin's death remains in the 
realm of conjecture or speculation, the issues themselves 
are legitimate to raise. Indeed, Rabin's death (no matter 
how one interprets it) has left many in the region sad, angry 
and (above ail) concerned. 

One matter of great concern has to do with the position 
of the Israeli public vis-a-vis the peace process in the days 
ahead. I say the Israeli “public" because much depends on 
what it may or may not do in the days to come, whether 


early elections are or are not held. 
The vast majority of those commen 


The vast majority of those commenting on Rabin's death 
and all of the leaders and persons speaking at his funeral 
have expressed their unwavering commitment to the cause 
of peace and the faith and hope that Israel will continue in 
Rabin’s path. 

Peace, they believe, is a need and necessity for all the 
peoples of the region, and there is no going back now. They 
are absolutely correct. Life without peace in our part of the 
world is in nobody’s interest-apart, that is, from the 
opportunists who have thrived long on the no-war, 
no-peace situation, the foolish and misguided who revel in 
their foolishness and ignorance, and the forces of "dark- 
ness" and tenor. 

Such forces are worrisome. Beneath the overt sense of 
optimism and faith in the continuity of the peace process m 
nearly all the significant comments and speeches since 
Rabin's death forks a covert (but real) sense of anxiety 
about the future. Essentially, the anxiety steins not just 
from the fear of the outcome of early elections (i.e. the 
Likud may come to power) or the void Rabin has left 
behind (i.e. will Shimon Peres be carrying the torch as 
determinedly and ably?) but also from the alarmingly 
increasing presence and power of Israeli hardliners, ex- 
tremists and ter ro rists. 

Over tiie past few years, the number of those in Israel 


speaking (and working) against peace and for confiscation 
of Palestinian and Arab land and erection of various types 
of permanent Israeli projects in occupied Arab, territories 
(settlements as well as other projects) has immensely 
increased. And so has the number of those Israelis actively 
involved in acts of provocation, violence and tenor. 
Whether Yigal Amir has or has not received “his orders 
from God," whether be has or has not plotted the act alone 
or with others, or whether there will not be more 
assassination attempts in store, the fact remains that Yigal 
a mi.*; literal and symbolic act is a culmination of a 
phenomenon which has emerged, thrived and prospered in 
the open. Timothy MacVey and the radical tightest groups 
in America may have come as a surprise to the American 
' public (even though the FBI, we are told, has been aware 
of the presence of some serious underground lightest 
activities); Yigal Amir's assassination of Rabin may have 
alyi come as a total surprise to the Israeli public and the 
Israeli authorities (in great part because they have not 
thought it possible for Israelis to inflicts acts of violence on 
other Israelis). But Yigal Amir as an individual, an active 
member of the forces of “darkness” and “terror,” and a 
phenomenon has been present and visible for sometime. 
Those, like Yigal Amir, who refuse to respect, see and 
recognise the presence and rights of Palestinians and Arabs 
- in Palestine and outside it and have no second thoughts 
about violating the right of Palestinians to property and life 
will naturally have no second thoughts (and no regrets) 
about inflicting violence cm fellow Israelis who oppose their 
views. This is one of the hard realities which Israel has to 
come to terms with in the aftermath of Rabin’s tragic 
departure. 

What is equally worrying is the untimely absence (at least 
the week presence) of peace supporters within the Israeli 
public. There was a time, paradoxically before the peace 
process was launched in Madrid 1990, when peace advo- 
cates in Israel asserted their position (through rallies, 
marches, demonstrations, sit-ins, etc) on almost a daily 
bauds. Since Madrid, however, we have not (ironically) seen 
much of the peace supporters, lovers and enthusiasts. 

Have they taken the peace process for granted? Have 
they gotten bored? Have they changed their mind about 
peace? The visible presence of the advocates of peace 
- within tiie Israeli public has been lacking in force and 
vigour during those times when it is most needed, i.e. since 
the launching of the peace process in Madrid, since Oslo, 
and at the present moment. 


The question here is not whether Israel wants peace or 
not. Obviously, and for reasons which we all know, ft does. 
The mere fact that Rabin was shot at tiie end of a 
spectacular peace rally is indicative of Israel's willingness 
and commitment to the establishment of peace. 

Two points, however, ought to be stressed here. Firstly, 
had peace advocates and supporters m Israel been more 
active, involved Tnd assertive, the hardliners, extremists 
and terrorists would not have been so daring, so powerful 
and so visible. Clearly, the more passive the peace 
advocates are, the more active the hardliners. In this sense, 
have not Rabin and Peres been somewhat abandoned, and 
has not their position been somewhat weakened in tight of 
the growing opposition and extremism which have been 


given ample room to move, work and manoeuvre freely? 
Secondly, had peace advocates and supporters been 


more active, involved and assertive, the peace process 
(especially with respect to its Palestinian, Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks) would have moved a lot more comfort- 


ably, smoothly and speedily. The doser we get in rea lisin g 
the aims and objectives of comprehensive peace, the less 
chance there is for the sceptics, . cynics, rejectionists 
extremists and nihilis ts on both sides to survive, strengthen 
and prosper. 

Now that Rabin is gone (an event which may or may not 
have been averted) what ought that portion of the Israeli 
public which believes in peace to do? The answer to this 
rhetorical question is obvious: Active support, direct 
involvement and massive pressure for speedy progress in 
the peace process. Let those who have been silent during 
the past few years, speak loudly now. The. times are too 
preaous, crucial and critical to spend procrastinating, 
being too careful and cautions, or being aloof; and the costs 
are heavy. 

. The way I see it, we have one of three choices: either we 


work harder to bring about peace as smoothly speedily as' 
possible, and thus create tire atmosphere in which the 


possible, and thus create the atmosphere in which the 
extremists and hardliners will slowly but steadily dissolve 
and disappear; abandon the peace option and let the 
hardliners and extremists, on both sides fight it out and 
destroy us in the process; or continue to pussyfoot, 
procrastinate and waste time, and thus allow extremists and 
hardliners to commit acts such as that committed against ■ 
Rabin. I have faith that the vast majority opts for the first, 
choice. To this latter end, what is needed now is more real ' 
involvement. 


Israeli society faces further polarisation 


By G.H. Jansen 


NOW THAT the initial 
shock and trauma of the 
killing of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
faded, along with the 
laundatory publicity-hype, 
it becomes possible to step 
back to assess the man and 
the legacy he left to his 
successor Shimon Peres. 

It fs normal for grave-side 
eulogies to be a string of 
pious platitudes but they 
should not represent the 
man himself, as has hap- 
pened with Mr. Rabin. It 
would be shameful to dene- 
grate the memory of a dead 
man just for the sake of 


“debunking" thought that 
can be scandalous fun. But 


it a duty to get that memory 
right. 


Thus, it has been said 
that Mr. Rabin was a ‘‘great 
man," a “great soldier” and 
a "man of vision." He was 
none of these. His "great- 
ness'' as an individual de- 
pended on his evaluation in 
the two other spheres. 

As a soldier he was a 
competent and experienced 
commander but is not to be 
compared with the innova- 
tive tacticians like Yigal 
Allon or Ariel Sharon. And 
at the dimax of his military 


career, when he was chief- 
of-staff. he failed dismally 
because in the tense two 
weeks just before the June 
1967 war. which enabled 
Israel to occupy the West 
Bank, and was unable to 
command or issue orders. 
He was relieved of his com- 
.mand for the crudal first 
.week of the war and his 
*, place. was taken by Ezer 
Weizmari. then the airforce 
and intelligence chief (the 
Israeli airforce, trained by 
Mr. Weizman, struck first 
and won the war in its first 
few hours. Moshe Dayan 
was also brought in as 
minister of defence to su- 
pervise the war efforts). 

Mr. Rabin's reputation as 
a man of vision cannot sur- 
vive these acts of short- 
sighted folly on recall. The 
setting up of the so-called 
“Security Zone" in South 
Lebanon; his permitting 
Jewish settlers to implant 
themselves in the centre of 
Hebron and in nearby 
Kiryat Arba. 


Mr. Rabin was a most 
reluctant and grudging 
peacemaker and was pulled 
into the peace process by 
.Mr. Peres and the young 
Labour Party leaders such 
as Yossi Beilin, now minis- 
ter for science and technol- 


ogy. What then was Mr. 
Rabin's contribution to 
, Israel and the peace pro- 
cess? Simply this — that 
once he realised that the 
peace process was good and 
helpful for Israel, he lent it 
his “security credentials" 
that is his military creden- 
tials. So that if he told his 
people that a certain risk 
had to be taken for peace 
he could persuade most or 
at least a majority of his 
people to take that risk. 

Unfortunately. Shimon 
Peres has no military 
credentials because he has 
never worn uniform profes- 
sionally (except perhaps for 
brief periods of reserve ser- 
vice). And though as a civi- 
lian bureaucrat, Mr. Peres 
did much to build up the 
formidable Israeli military 
machine, his lack of milit- 
ary service is an irremedi- 
able draw back, even a de- 
fect. especially in a heavily 
militarised, garrison state 
like Israel. And nothing can 
be done to make up for that 
defect at this stage. 

What make Mr. Peres’ 
task more difficult is the 
new and not yet apparent 
fact that the assassination 
itself has changed the quali- 
ty of the perception of 
Israel by itself and by 


others. 

Israel has shown itself to 
be not a European-type 
state but a Levantine state, 
just like its neighbours. 
Violent, turbulent, undisci- 
plined and faction ridden. 
The killing has turned over 
the Israeli stone and re-' 
vealed its grimy underside 
as a racially arrogant state. 

Israel cannot afford to' 
accommodate passively' 
its militias of religious* 
fanatics because they are 
too challenging and danger- 


ous. And in any case they 
will challenge the govern- 


ment at the next election in 
1996. 


So how can the new 
prime minister deal with 
and curb the right which has 
now shown that it can take 
direct and deadly action? 
The fact that some Israeli 
schools have asked the 
ministry of education for 
conselling on how to handle 
students who are not 
mourning Mr. Rabin’s kill- 
ing but celebrating it shows 
how deep and wide the 
poison or hatred and vio- 
lence has spread. 

The only really effective 
way to deal with the anti- 
pcace campaign of the 
Right would be for the gov- 
ernment to stop or freeze 


the peace process which it 
will not and cannot do. 

Countering the peace- 
making of Mr, Rabin and 
Mr. Peres is the fun- 
damental Jewish and Zion- 
ist credo that Jewish land 
must remain in Jewish 
hands forever, which is ex- 
actly what the right is 
saying. Mr. Rabin's assassin 
has said that he killed Mr. 
Rabin because “he was giv- 
ing away our land to the 
Arabs.” Note the use of the 
word “our.” 

< 

The only basic way for 
Mr. Peres to stop the right 
once and for all would be 
for him to use the educa- 
tional system to uproot or 
drastically modify the 
absurd Jewish/Zionist myth 
that Biblical “Eretz Israel" 
or the “Land of Israel" is 
Jewish property by Divine 
right but that would involve 
the complete secularisation 
of the schools which the 
right and the powerful Rab- 
binate would not allow to 
happen — their opponents' 
death. 


It is being said that Mr. 
Peres’ problems are the 
peace process and relations 
with Syria and so on and so 
forth. Those are the prob- 
lems of yesterday, and 
perhaps of today, but for 


Mr. Peres tomorrow's prob- 
lem is what to do about the 
fissured society of the Jew- 
ish state, a problem which 
van only get worse. 

Hopeful talk that Mr..' 
Rabin’s kilting will recon- 
cile the two sections within 
Israeli society is liberal sen- 
timentality; it is more likely, 
to sharpen the division for; 
as the killer has said, “Wet 
must be cold hearted." The 1 
right, temporarily embaras- 
sed by accusations that it . 
produced the climate of 
hate that made the killing; 
feasible, has cleverly fines- 
sed the issue by saying that 
it regrets the death of the. 
man Yitzhak Rabin while * 
remaining opposed to -the 
policies of Mr. Rabin the 
politician. U.S. President 
Bill Ginton has seen the 
danger of a divided Israel 
and in his funeral oration 
pleaded fervently with 
Israelis not to fight and kill 
each other. 

But the right will be even 
more opposed to the poli- . 
cies of Shimon Peres who is 
far more dovish than Mr. 
Rabin and when it comes to 
Mr. Peres agreeing to leave 
the occupied Golan to 
achieve peace with Syria, 
half of Israel will simply not 
obey. The entire peace pro- 
cess could collapse. 


The spread of Kurdish nationalism: A new stage in its development 


By Robert Obon 


THE ENGAGEMENT of 
Abdullah Ocalan's PKK 
forces with those of Mas’cd 
Baizani’s KDP peshmergas 
on Aug. 25 marks a new 
stage in the development 
and spread of Kurdish 
nationalism. Although the 
PKK and KDP have fought 
before, notably in 1992, the 
combat that commenced on 
Aug. 25 is different. Oca- 
lan's decision to attack the 
KDP, unlike the earlier 
conflicts that were largely 
for tactical military pur- 
poses, was an explicit poli- 
tical challenge to the KDP 
and indirectly to the PUK, 
the chief Kurdfch factions in 


Iraq is under the control of 
the U.S.. Britain, France 
and Turkey.” However, the 
mam reason for the KDP’s 
ire .-seemed to be Ocalan's 
demand chat the PKK be 
represented in the Kurdish 
Regional Government 
which the Drogheda confer- 
ence agreed should once 
again be reconstituted, and 
in any federation that might 
be established. 

Such a development is 


conditioned on the premise 
that the KDP and PUK will 


tardish nationalist 


organisations in Turkey. 
The PKK’s demand to 1 


rejected by the Iraqi Kurds, 
especially the KDP, for 


northern Iraq. 

As Ocalan himself stated, 
the first Drogheda confer- 
ence in early August was 
intended not only to negoti- 
ate differences between the 
KDP and the PUK, but "to 
strangle” the PKK; a stran- 
gulation, Ocalan made 
dear, that was to be ex- 
ecuted by the U.S., 
Europe, Turkey, the KDP 
and PUK. The strangula- 
tion would be made possi- 
ble by the complete sub- 
servience of the Iraqi Kur- 
dish leadership to these 
players. 


several reasons. One is that, 
it limits their claims of Kur-‘ 
(fish Regional Government. 
Second, it means a Kurdish 
nationalist movement not 
indigenous to Iraq's borders 
as established in 1925 is 
demanding representation 

within those borders which 
for the last three decades 
have been dominated by 
the KDP and PUK. To 
accept Ocalan's demand 
would mean that the PKK 
would become a de jure 
part of the Iraqi Kurdish 
nationalist movement in 
Turkey. Either develop- 
ment would reduce the 
almost exclusive dominance 
that they have exercised 


The PKK’® demand to be 
included in the reconsti- 
tuted regional assembly is 
especially threatening to 
the KDP for two major 
reasons. One, the PKK and 
the KDP are territorially 
contiguous and, two, both 
organisations are rivals for 
the mostly . Kurm an ji -speak- 
ers of the territories they 
control. The Iraq-Turkey 
international border of 1925 
is of tittle importance in this 
context. The PKK's de- 


set-up would complicate 
further European and U.S. 
relations with Turkey. PKK 
representation in northern 
Iraq would mean de jure 
recognition that the PKK is 


a legitimate organisation. 
In Turkey the PKK is legal- 


ly defined, and fought, as a 
terrorist organisation. 


The PKK’s challenge 


Therefore, if the 


Kurds agreed that the PKK 
should be represented in 
the regional parliament, 
they would jeopardise their 
relationship with the U.S. 
and Europe; it would effec- 
tively terminate their rela- 
tionship with Turkey. Such 
a development would in- 


man d effectively ignores 
this border and would im- 


this border and would im- 
pact directly on the KDP’s 
ability to maintain control 
over the territory it now 
holds. The PUK is less 
directly threatened; its 
territory is not contiguous 
with that of the PJCK and 
the territory it controls is . 
inhabited- largely by Sorani-I 
speakers. 

Ocalan’s demand for in- 
clusion in the Kurdish Re- 


crease the legitimacy of the 
PKK. The KDP and PUK 
are mindful that they repre- 
sent some, at the most two 
milliqn, Kurds in northern 
Iraq and, perhaps, enjoy 
the support and goodwill of 
another one million Kurds 
elsewhere in Iraq. The 
PKK, however, is sup- 
ported strongly by, at least, 
SO to 60 per cent of the. 
people of southeast Turkey, 
as even a recently published 
Turkish government — 
sponsored report acknow- 
ledges, and enjoys the sup- 


gional Government is in 
di r ec t opposition to U.S., 
‘ European and Turkish poli- 
cies. ror the Americans and 
Europeans, it upsets their 
efforts to attempt to create 


over Kurdish politics in Iraq 
since World War II. 


The PKK seeks recogni- 
tion in Iraq 


Sami Abdurrahman, a 
dose adviser to KDP leader 
Barzani, seemed to affirm 
Ocalan’s worst fears when 
he stated that “northern 


since World War EL 
The KDP and PUK also 
know that such develop- 
ments arc opposed to U.S., 
European and Turkish poli- 
cies (in the case of Turkey 
unwillingly) to develop 
Kurdish autonomy in north- 
ern Iraq. The American, 
European and Turkish sup- 
port for such autonomy is 


a weak Iraq, shorn of one 
third of its former national 


port of several million more 

Kurds livfnc in other nme 


territory and acquiescent to 
Saudi Arabia, Europe and 
the U.S.. Such an Iraq 
would also meet Israeli re- 


3 mrcmcnt5 for a new Mid- 
le East. Second, the inclu- 
sion of the PKK in the 


Kurds living in other areas 
of Turkey; it enjoys the 
goodwill of thany of the 12 
million Kurds in Turkey. 

The PUK and the KDP 
do not want to get into a 
legitimacy contest with the 
powerful PKK and in- 


creasingly powerful Kur- 
dish national sentiments of 
the Kurds in Turkey. If they 
do, they recognise, quite 
rightly, that their legitimacy 
is bound to diminish. The 
PKK has had a programme 
of systematically propagan- 
dising among the Kurmanji- 
speaking Kurds of northern 
Iraq, especially in areas 
where they had or have 
been able to establish 
camps, since 2991 when, as 
a result of the Gulf war, 
they were able to take 
advantage of the collapse of 
the Iraqi state's security sys- 
tem. The attempt of the 
PKK to establish grassroots 
legitimacy among the Kurds 
of northern Iraq is a direct 
challenge and threat to the 
PUK and KDP, especially 
the latter. 

The PKK challenge to 
the KDP in northern Iraq 
also means that the U.S. 
and Europe must continue 
to support, militarily and 
financially, Turkey’s harsh 
and brutal war against the 
riOC in southeast Turkey 
and, if recent reports are 
correct, against the PKK’s 
attempts to establish their 
organisation in Hatay. it 
goes without saying that the 
Americans and Europeans 
Jill pursue such policies, 
for the reasons mentioned 
above, all the while de- 
caying Turkey’s "human 
npns abuses” against the 
Kurds wuhin Turkey and 
now, ironically, in northern 
Iran as a result of the large 
Turkish military mansions 
in March and July. Several 


thousand Turkish mititaiy 
personnel. 

The demand of the PKK 
to be represented in the 
Kurdish Regional Govern- 
ment is a brilliant ploy of 
Abdullah Ocalan to not 
only upset the strategies of 
the Dublin conference, but 
also to challenge the con- 
figuration of the political 
boundaries that are eavis- 
•-aged for the region. 

The challenge to the 
KDP and PUK is dear; if 
the PKK were to be repre- 
sented in nor t hern Iraq, it 
would be the second paraa- ' 
mem in which it would be 
represented. The PKK is 
already the strongest- 
represented Kurdish 
nationalist or ganisati on in' 
die Kurdish Parliament-in- 
Exile in The Hag ue, The 

Netherlands. The PKK toa 
accomplished this while the 
. KDP and PUK have yet to 
se( up an agreed constitu- 
tional parliament capable of 
administering the territories 
they control. Sami Abdur- 
rahman, Mas’ud Barzanfs 
spokesman, stated that- the 
PKK's demand to-be in- 
cluded in the northern Iraqi 
regional parliament “was a 
pipedream: they (the PKK) ! 
are not from us. For them 
to want to have a {dace in 
our parliament is laugh- 
able.” ! 


Robert Olson is professor 
' of Middle Eastern and Isla- 
mic History as the Universi- 
ty of Kentucky. The a bove 
article is reprinted titan 
Middle East International- 
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The chain of cooperation links far and wide 


Ambassador Nasouh Majali, who returned from his post in 
Toronto, Canada, in mid-September will soon head for 
Damascus as ambassador plenipotentiary to Syria. The 
former minister of information and culture had earlier 
served as ambassador to Iraq. Although it is true that 
Damascus brings him much closer to home than Toronto, 
Mr. Majali says he is looking forward to his new assign- 
ment because “I think Syria is a very important neigh- 
bour.” Mr. Majali will leave for Syria within two weeks with 
his wfe Haya and their two younger children. He was 
accorded a nice send-off on Tuesday evening when a huge 
crowd of ministers, parliamentarians and friends, including 
a couple of former prime ministers ( Zeid Rifai and Abdul 
Salam Majali), turned up at a farewell dinner he hosted on 
the occasion of his taking up his new duties . Mr. Majali 
had served as minister of information in the first Cabinet of 
Sharif Zeid in 1989 and before that as advisor at the Royal 
Court, having headed the Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation for a few years. To this day. Mr. Majali main- 
tains good links with the media, particularly by continuing 
to contribute occasional articles to Jordanian newspapers 
on Arab issues. 

**** 


THE END OF A DOBERS DECADE: Hubert 
Dob ers is leaving his Amman-based post as representative 
of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAF) in Jordan, the 
autonomous occupied territories of Palestine, and 
Lebanon. The KAF, representing the Christian Democratic 
Union, is one of the political foundations in Germany. The 
65-year-old Dobers came to Jordan only three years before 
the turning point events of 1989 and the country's lunge 
into the democratic march. Since then he has worked on 
supporting several projects including a series of seminars 
in the field of political education : “Democracy and the 
Rule of Law, " with the active participation of HRH Crown 


Prince Hasson ; seminars on political parties for the 
improvement of the parliamentary work in Jordan, in coop- 
eration withAl Urdun Al Jadid Research Centre; a seminar 
on the role of the media, in cooperation with the Centre for 
Strategic Studies of the University of Jordan; and a confer- 
ence on the role of women in the democratic process of 
Jordan, in cooperation with the General Federation of 
Jordanian Women. The former lawyer and judge spent nine 
years working on international cooperation in Africa, firsx 
for the German Volunteer Service, later with KAF. From 
1979 until his arrival in Jordan he was responsible for 
cooperation with the Arab World at the KAF head office in 
St. Augustin. Germany. Mr. Dobers and his wife Jacqueline 
say that it is with mixed feelings they leave Jordan. " which 
in more than nine years and nine months, we have come to 
love dearly . ” The couple are hosting a reception next 
Wednesday evening at the Regency Palace Hotel to say 
good-bye to their friends and associates in Jordan and also 
to introduce Olaf Kdndgen who wilt succeed Mr. Dobers as 
of Dec. 1. Mr Kiindgen, who is single and will turn 34 this 
month, has a masters in Islamic Studies from the Freie 
UniversitiU in Berlin. Before coming to Amman he spent 
two years as an assistant to the KAF in Cairo. He speaks 
English, French and Arabic, wrote his masters thesis on 
Islamic penal law in Sudan, and may prove to be somewhat 
of a culinary artist as well for Imving worked as a cook in 
Hew York and Los Angeles in his early 20s. The Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation may soon have company as we have 
learned that plans are under way to open an office in 
Amman of the Hans Seidel Foundation, the political foun- 
dation of the Christian Socialist Union of Germany. The 
work of this institution in Jordan, pending Ministry of 
Social Development approval, will focus on vocational 
training of experts. Farewell, Herr und Frau Dobers, and 
Wilkommen Kiindgen. 

**#* 


GOING OUT WITH FLAIR: Well under way are 
receptions and dinners bidding farewell to Italian 
Ambassador Romualdo Benini and his wife Amparo who 
an returning to Rome where Dr. Benini will take on his new 
post as deputy chief of protocol of the Italian government. 
On the lists of hosts is Mrs. Hind Sherif Nasser who is 
organising a reception on Saturday at her new Jordanian 
arts and crafts centre, called Artisana. There Mrs. Nasser 
is arranging for a recital by musicians from the National 
Music Conservaiory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation to thank 
Dr. Benini for his continuous support of projects that keep 
alive the special talents and crafts of the Jordanian people. 
Mrs. Nasser describes her private venture as a place to find 
arts and craft for personal and home use. She also says 
that it will be open to innovative ideas of local artists and 
artisans. Another event includes a dancing party where the 
dress code/colour is red. Now, that !s flair with a flare. 

**** 

SHARING IN THE FESTIVITIES: Starting 

Saturday, the Embassy of Pakistan will host several major 
events meant to participate in Jordan 's celebrations of His 
Majesty King Hussein's birthday, says Ambassador Ali 
Sarwar Naqvi. Under the patronage of HRH Princess 
Sarvath Al Hasson, the Royal Society of Fine Arts in coop- 
eration with the Pakistan National Council of Arts will pre- 
sent a paintings and photographs exhibition from Nov. 11- 
25 at the National Gallery of Fine Arts. The exhibition, 
entitled "Pakistani women of substance in paintings and 
photographs . " consists of more than 70 paintings by con- 
temporary women painters of Pakistan and 25-30 pho- 
tographs of women's activities all over the state of 
Pakistan. On Nov. 12 at 4:30 p.m. Prince Abdullah and 
Princess Rania will inaugurate a single-country trade fair 
under the theme, "Made in Pakistan, ” at Al Bassam 
Exhibition Centre of King Abdullah Gardens. The fair will 
be the first single-country exhibition from Pakistan in 


Jordan -and will consist of Pakistani export products from 
40 major companies. And the items will be available for 
sale. Again under the patronage of Princess Sarvath a 
performance of Pakistani folk dances, classical dances and 
instrumental music will be staged at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Nov. 17, 18 and 20. And concluding the two 
weeks of events will be a display of Pakistani ladies’ jack- 
ets ax the Marriott Hotel arranged by the House & Garden 
Club of Jordan. 

**** 

DESERVING MENTION: Not related to the plans 
of the embassy but certainly Pakistan-related is another let- 
ter to the editor, among the few others thaz have, come in to 
the paper, congratulating the Jordan Times on its 20th 
anniversary. We thought that publishing all the letters we 
actually did receive would be perceived as overly basking 
in our own glory, but we are so moved by many of those 
who look the time to write to us that we could not resist 
acknowledging their salutations. The three letters we 
selected to highlight were signed by Zaid Ahmad Muhaisen. 
president of the Pakistan Graduates Club in Jordan. Fayez 
Abul-Enein. general manager of the Bank of Jordan, and 
Dr. Salah Salah and family. In his letter. Dr. Salah, who is 
an old friend of the newspaper, said "My family and myself 
are now almost 17 years in Jordan. The single most con- 
stant daily acquirement of value was and is the Jordan 
Times. " And Mr. Abul-Enein wrote "The dedicated efforts 
you put in covering topics of real interest to the readers in 
an objective manner as well as your distinguished journal- 
istic performance are highly commendable and appreciat- 
ed ” Perhaps it’s time to consider a “Friends of the Jordan 
Times Society. " 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Fashion’s new romantic Galliano shakes up Givenchy 


By Lee Yanowitch 
Reuter 

PARIS — The Paris fashion 
set calls British designer 
John Galliano a genius for 
his wildy romantic, 
superbly crafted collections, 
but his own attire is some- 
thing else. 

He styles his hair in 
dozens of tiny braids and 
sports a vague strip of a 
moustache. His lemon yel- 
low leather bikers’ suit is 
unzipped, the upper-half 
flopped down over his hips 
revealing a “John Galliano" 
muscle T-shirt 

“It’s just a look," says 
Galliano, 34. *Tm not 
allowed to ride a motorbike 
because of my precious fin- 
gers.” 

Galliano, who has his own 
fashion house, is to unveil 
his first collection for the 
legendary Givenchy label in 
January, replacing Hubert 


De Givenchy, who stepped 
down after 40 years at the 
top of the profession. 

A few days after the sum- 
mer ready-to-wear shows. 
Galliano's showroom, in a 
dusty alley next io the 
Bastille Opera, is buzzing 
with buyers and journalists. 
A model listlessly emerges 
from behind a curtain in one 
of his stunning outfits. 

“The dresses are supposed 
to make you want to dream, 
to dance," he sighs. 

The draped neckline of 
one Belle Epoque dress 
curves upwards to melt into 
a wide-brimmed hat — 
there is no separation 
between the two. On a bias- 
cut gown — Galliano’s tour 
de force — layers of smoky 
chiffon converge at the bust, 
of all places, and swirl into 
an orchid. Nothing is tacked 
on: The dress and decora- 
tion are all one piece. 

Sojne of the clothes are 


actually couture — sewn 
entirely by hand and impos- 
sible to reproduce in a facto- 
ry. .. The,...', moiif .. on. a 
grandiose, seamless black 
ballgown is not primed but 
stitched in another fabric, 
right down to the veins on 
each leaf. 

The technique is mind- 
boggling. “It’s passion. 
Blood, sweat and tears,” he 
giggles. “Sometimes I cry.” 

A lot of ink has been 
expended on Galliano’s 
lifestyle. The fashion press 
talks of his exuberant 
nightlife, unpredictability 
and instability, and worries 
about whether he’ll have the 
discipline to last at 
Givenchy. This exasperates 
him. 

“I do love going out l 
work hard and 1 play hard. 
Music, dance, -film — 
they’re all part of my inspi- 
ration. I think the people at 
Givenchy would be worried 


if I stopped," he says. 

“They should just come 
and .see , the clothes," be. 
adds, lighting a . cigarette- 
with quick, jerky gestures. 
“Is this a collection by- 
someone who is undisci- 
plined? Just let me do it" 

Indeed, Galliano asked 
Givenchy President Richard 
Simonin if he should cut his 
hair. “Absolutely not,” 
Simonin replied. 

But the devilish appear- 
ance is just the outer shell of 
a sensitive, fragile interior. 

“I’m deeply religious. 
Roman Catholic. I pray to 
God every night and every 
morning. God gives me 
strength," he says. 

It was Bernard Arnault, 
chairman of Givenchy’s 
owner, French luxury giant 
LVMH Moet Hennessy 
Louis Vuitton, who picked 
Galliano. With Christian 
Lacroix, Arnault has two of 
fashion’s most gifted young 


designers. 

He seems the polar oppo- 
site of Givenchy, whose 
classic designs were most at 
home on a conservative 
matronly clientele. 

Arnault chose Galliano to 
create a stir and the young 
designer is working hard to 
prove himself reliable. Last 
season he was among the 
first to deliver department 
store orders. 

Galliano tells the story of 
bis spring-summer 1996 
collection — there is always 
a story — beginning with a 
boat full of schoolgirls out 
at sea which starts to sink. 

“Its about unconscious 
beauty — a girly version of 
lord of the flies. These girls 
swim to safety in their 
school uniforms and Sunday 
best,” be says. Hence the 
rattlesnake necklaces and 
Indian feathers strung on a 
choirboy’s robe. 

When the girls are rescued 


from the deserted island, 
one of them is adopted by 
Maria Cassati, the muse of 
the 19th-century Italian 
painter Boldini, who sends 
her to the Paris conservato- 
ry, where she becomes a 
ballerina. 

“Strong," he says of the 
woman he dresses. “In con- 
trol of her own destiny. And 
romantic." 

Boro in Gibraltar. 
Galliano's family moved to 
the south London suburb of 
Battersea in 1966. He was 
an outsider at school, before 
being admitted to the presti- 
gious Cental St Martin’s 
School of Ait and Design in 
London where he finally 
chose clothing design as a 
subject 

friends from that time say 
it was clear even then that 
be would become a major 
talent At St Martin’s he 
met Lady Amanda Harlech, 
his wispy muse and soul- 


mate who will be creative 
director at Givenchy. 

“We bounce ideas off each 
other: And she^s- a - superb 
colourist Sbe lives in the 
country and so isnll a part of 
the fashion world which 
gives her a better percep- 
tion. ..She's my Diaghelev,” 
be says wife an impish grin. 

Galliano moved to Paris in 
1992 to be nearer fashion’s 
epicentre. He struggled at 
first sometimes helped by 
patrons such as Portuguese 
socialite Sao Schlumberger, 
who loaned him her Paris 
mansion for a show in 
March 1994. 

Last year, John. Bult 
chairman of Paioewebber 
Inte rnati onal, gave him 
financial backing to move 
into the atelier be now occu- 
pies and produce two fash- 
ion collections a year. 

Galliano has always 
dreamed of having his own 
couture house, so fee 


Givenchy job is a gift from 
heaven. 

“1 will respect what he 
did, bin inject some moder- 
nity, freshness, and a bit of 
Galliano. Strike a balance,” 
be says. 

Each season, Galliano 
goes to London for a week 
before starting his own col- 
lection, hunting for inspira- 
tion at fee Victoria and 
Albeit Museum, art exhibi- 
tions and libraries. But the 
groundwork for Givenchy 
will be done in Paris. 

“It’s very important to 
keep two separate identities. 
You won’t be seeing any 
bias-cut at Givenchy,” he 
says. 

The sudden ascension to 
fashion’s hall of fame some- 
times takes its toll. “I get 
freaked when there are a lot 
of people in here," Galliano 
admits. “I’m really just a 
dressmaker." 


Dodi Tabbaa — No rules, no boundaries but a lot of variety 



One of the works on display by Dodi Tabbaa 


By Melanie Wise 

HAVING BEEN introduced 
to this unconventional 
artists’ works a couple of 
years back, at a joint exhibi- 
tion in this very same room, 
I was expecting a wave of 
deja-vu, only to my surprise 
it turned out to be a combi- 
nation of deja-vu wife a 
magical experience of the 
world of colour, line and 
form, boldly displaying a 
new ecstatic dimension 
much more vivid and 
almost mystical. 

After a 20-year hiatus 
from printmaking, Dodi 
Tkbbaa blazes back into the 
art scene with an exhibition 
of her latest prints, wood- 
cuts, etching and lion-cuts, 
many of them produced at 
fee graphic studios of Darai 
Al Funun and in the Madrid 
studio of printmaker Denis 
Long, entitled “Variations 
on Graphics* 93-95,” cur- 
rently on show at the 
French Cultural Centre, it is 
a virtuoso performance, her 
trademark vitality upgraded 
with a new maturity. 

“Exuberant," “graphic," 
“energetic,” “chaotic," 
“endlessly inventive": 
These are words that have 
often been used to .describe 
Ms. Tabbaa’s work. While 
fee descriptions are appro- 
priate, they always seem 
somewhat insufficient; 
however clicked ic may 


sound, Ms. Tabbaa’s works 
are all of the above and 
more. They reflea an artis- 
tic sensibility in a constant 
state of flux, experiment- 
ing, searching, evolving 
and fusing a dazzling prism 
of influences, insights, 
dreams and emotions. 

This was an exhibition 
reflecting the modem 
mind ’s search for a deeper 
relationship with shapes 
and strokes derived and 
inspired from music, nature 
and the environment She 
seems to have successfully 
attempted to transform her 
colourful visions into a sur- 
vey of moods depicted in 
fee works from 1993 to 
1995. 

“Variations on 

Graphics*" features a series 
of prims wife a difference. 
While printmaking tradi- 
tionally involves repeated 
pressings of fee same plate, 
each one no different from 
the other, save for its 
sequence in the series, her 
bold approach to fee medi- 
um results in no two prints 
being identical. A plate is 
used no more than three or 
four tines, and each print is 
a bonafide original artist’s 
print (A/P), individually 
treated, worked on and 
coloured by the artist. 
Hence, the theme of varia- 
tions. 

The confident mix of 
colours — a rich palette of 


blues, greens, ochres, yel- 
lows ami purple, highlight- 
ed by stark black — and 
media — ink wash, light or 
heavy pressure, intaglio, 
fiat wife normal etching, 
juxtaposition of two plates 
— is a bravado perfor- 
mance, attesting to fee Dodi 
Tabbaa’s undeniable talent 
and versatility. As fee artist 
herself explains, “I suppose 
you could say that I’m a 
rebel of sorts. I don’t really 
follow rules. I like variety* I 
think it brings a new fresh- 


ART REVIEW 


ness and perspective to 
each print l create. The cre- 
ative process for me does 
not end once the plate has 
been pressed. In fact, that’s 
just fee beginning. I think 
what 1 tried to relay in my 
work are fee images bom 
out of the intuitive symbols 
of an experience either in 
the past or fee present 
which have remained 
hauntingly present-causing 
an outburst at certain inter- 
vals in my daily life. 
Tracings and rubbings of 
materials from leaves, 
wood, pencil shavings, fab- 
rics, to even sewer covers 
provide imagination wife 
an initial stimulus... and 
then the scribbliogs, sketch- 
es, brush strokes, ink wash- 


es enter into unexpected 
associations.” 

There is a spontaneity in 
her work, and she wonders 
whether perhaps uncon- 
sciously, there is some sort 
of internal control involved. 
And in general, her prints 
seem to present a universe 
of unbridled passions and 
impulsive reactions, a wild 
imagination let loose. Yet 
there is in her work an 
unsettling element inviting 
reflection on the tension 
between chaos and order. 
By way of explanation in 
her woodcuts, she quotes 
one of her favourite artists, 
Hans Hartung: “A single 
line, violent, passionate, 
broken or beautifully calm, 
regular”, uniform, eoaveys 
what we are feeling. It cor- 
responds to what we are liv- 
ing through.” On the other 
part of the woodcut, she has 
paid tribute to American 
artist, Barnett Newman, by 
inscribing his words. These 
series of woodcuts are com- 
bined wife inkwash. In 
sharp contrast to fee earlier 
maze of opalescent colours 
and kaleidoscopic forms, 
this series is largely mono- 
chromatic, cerebral, con- 
templative, at times almost 
mystical. Producing the 
huge woodcuts, she con- 
fesses. “Was a bit tedious, 
as they involved a lot of 
work, but, I bad help from a 


friend — the result is a 
rather exciting surprise.” 

The “plus” is the intrigu- 
ing “Jigsaw” series, six 
cardboard cut-outs which 
explore the relationship 
between space and mass, 
pattern and line. From a dis- 
tance, the feeling conveyed 
is one of lightness and air, 
amorphous forms floating 
against gravity. Come clos- 
er and fee overlapping card- 
board pieces come into 
view: Expressiveness 

reined in by austerity. Ms. 
Tabbaa then offers a work 
of diptychs, a translation of 
fee cut-outs onto canvas. 

The overall impact of the 
endless variations reveal 
fee depth of expression of 
an artist with a sure, sharp 
sense of colour, texture and 
line. 

A mesmerising fusion of 
artists as diverse as Jackson 
Pollock, Miro, and Keith 
Haring, spiepd up with a 
dash of African primi- 
tivism, Oriental minimal- 
ism, and graffiti scrawlings, 
Tabba’s art is inspired by 
everything and anything, 
from the mundane to the 
sublime. 

Her poetic equivalent 
would be Gerald Hopkins 
and his dazzling word- 
play, in music fee multi-lay- 
ered fugues of Bach, and 
fee syncopated Jazz 
rhythms of Gershwin, Duke 
Ellington and George W. 


Winston. 

Pakistani by birth, 
Bangladeshi by heritage 
and Jordanian by marriage, 
educated both in the East 
and West, Dodi Tabbaa has 
long been a strong presence 
on fee local art scene. A 
member of the Jordanian 
Artists Association, she 
began her career as a graph- 
ic designer. “I had to earn 
my living, like everyone 
else!” sbe says. Countless 
exhibitions later, Ms. 
Tabbaa enjoys both critical 
and popular acclaim as an 
artist of many facets — 
painter, printmaker, 

colourist, paper constructor, 
art consultant, textile 
designer — working in an 
astounding variety of 
media. While her work is 
recognisable, it is never 
stagnant. “As an artist. I’m 
always exploring new 
avenues of expression," she 
states. “1 can’t bear to do 
the same things I was doing 
two years ago. To me, that’s 
regression, not growth.’ 

To prove her point, she 
quotes the late French artist 
Yves Klein: “Artists who 
wish to save their personal- 
ity at any cost will kill their 
spiritual selves and lose 
their lives. Art sbopld be an 
open channel for penetra- 
tion by impregnation in the 
sensibility of fee immaterial 
space of life itself.” 


In Dodi’s case, life — and 
an — clearly conquers all. 

The exhibition ends on 
Nov. 30. 


Melanie Wise is a free- 


lance cultural journalist 
who has contributed arti- 
cles to several internation- 
al publications in the 
Middle East and South 
East Asia. 
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The sound barrier 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


imagi ne the disastrous impact you would make going to 
an important meeting or an interview and suddenly find- 
ing yourself speechless. I mean literally unable to speak. 
This is how your computer must feel — and you thought 
it had no feelings at all — when it tries to tell you some- 
thing and cannot say a word. Instead it just displays some 
message on the screen, hoping you will take notice of it 
and react accordingly. 

Speech is becoming an increasingly important means of 
communication between the user and its PC. Twenty 
years ago, computer operators didn’t have nice monitors 
(screens), mice or even keyboards as we know them now, 
to talk to the machine. A slow and unfriendly console, 
similar to an early telex device, was all they bad to give 
instructions and send commands to computers. The 
machine would talk back by displaying hieroglyphic mes- 
sages either on the telex unit itself or in the form of series 
of lights on the computer's front panel. 

These days are gone now. To send (input) commands or 
information to PCs we use keyboards, mice, joysticks or 
scanners. To receive (output) data from PCs, we have 
screens, printers and plotters. Until approximately 1985, 
sound, an extremely friendly way to communicate with 
machines for input and output, had been much neglected. 
The Apple Macintosh was the first equipment to provide 
practical solutions in this regard. Its very own design, 
built on Motorola processors helped achieve quality 
sound processing. On the other hand, its brother, the IBM 
compatible PC has been a poor follower, until the begin- 
ning of this decade. 

Each computer application has hardware and software 
requirements. Software for the processing of sound has 
been refined over the past couple of years to die point that 
users can have CD-like quality speech and music on their 
PCs. To enjoy the quality of hi-fi stereo sound computers 
are able to playback, a pair of speakers is necessary, in 
addition to what is called “a sound card”. These items are 
not usually supplied with the machine. 

Most sound cards give satisfactory results, but it is more 
difficult to pick up a good pair of speakers. A wide vari- 
ety of PC speakers are available on the market It starts 
with very cheap models, at about JD10 a pair (hardly bet- 



ter than the computer’s terrible built-in speakers) to true 
hi-fi systems costing more than JD300. Naturally one can 
take the audo output from the computer’s sound card and 
channel it to a foil-sized home stereo system. Though 
obviously giving the best results and yielding a lot of 
power, this solution is not very practical. A set of dedi- 
cated speakers, always attached to the PC is what one 
needs. 

A comparison of 10 different PC speaker models sold in 
Jordan shows that a reasonable, yet quality solution is in 
the JD80 to JD100 range, for the pair. The sound pro- 
duced by speakers in the JD10 to JD20 range is very sim- 
ilar to playing dr ums on a tin can, while units costing 
between JD20 and JD80 are just acceptable. Compared to 
the initial price of a PC saving such a little amount of 
money and being stuck with poor sound quality doesn’t 
make much sense. 

Speakers are the most critical components in a sound 
system. Speech synthesis is now often used in PC appli- 
cations. Simple software is being distributed free-of-' 
charge that reads hack the numbers you would input in a 
spreadsheet like Excel — a very convenient feature for 
those who need to double check long lists on figures with- 
out haying to constantly look up and down from the 
screen to their desk. The average cost of a CD-ROM disk 
is JD40 to JD50, and the best selling sound card is avail- 
able at JD100. By comparison, quality speakers are rela- 
tively inexpensive, given their importance. 

Allocate enough money to purchase good speakers. You 
will be rewarded with clean sound, clear speech and 
enjoyable music. And who knows, the very first words 
your PC will say may well be “thank you”. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


FACTS 



MR. MCTAVISH: “Have you tried the doctor?” 
MRS. MCTAVISH: “Aye. He can do nothing.” 

MR. MCTAVISH: “Better call in the minister, then. 
He can get money out of anybody.” 


The Kennedy-Lincoln Coincidence 


* TEACHER: “What’s the difference between 
audacity and hnpudence? 

PUPIL: “Audacity is to have a meal at a restaurant 
and flee without paying the bill!” 


***** 


Kennedy was elected in 1960 
* Lincoln was elected in 1860 
Kennedy's secretary was named Lincoln 
Lincoln’s secretary name was Kennedy 
Both secretaries advised their [residents not to go to 
the palaces where they were assassinated. Both men 
were shot in the presence of their wives. 

The successor of each president was named Johnson 
— Andrew Johnson, born 1808; Lyndon Johnson bom 
1909. 

Of tbe two assassins, Booth was bom in 1 839, Oswald 
was bom in 1939. Both men were killed before they 
could be tried. - 

Both presidents were deeply concerned with the Civil 
Rights problem of their particular time. 

Lincoln and Kennedy were carried to their graves on 
tbe same caisson.’ 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1 . What term is applied to a man who makes or repairs 
wooden barrels? 


2. The bird Pica’Pica is fond of bright things. What is 
its more famili ar name? 


3. Which British prime minister was assassinated in 
the lobby of the House of Commons in 1812? 


1? 


4. Who was president of France throughout World War 


5. Which of the planets has two satellites, Triton and 
Nereid? 


6. What is a viviparous creature? 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


7. What great catastrophe occurred on Aug. 24. AD 
97? 


— 1 wake up around seven o’clock. 

Astayqeth Hawaii as’sa’a sabe’a. 

— I shave and have a bath before breakfast 

Ahliq thaqui wa’astahim qabhHftar. 

— I wash my face, brush my teeth and go back to tbe 
bedroom to dress. 

Aghsil wajhi, wa’onaziff asnani bD’furshat 
thumma a’oudu ela hujratin’nawmn le’albess. 

— I comb my four carefully and get ready to have my 
breakfast? 

Amshut sha’ri be’enaya wa’asta’id letana- 

woD al-iftar. 

— Then I sit and read my morning paper. 

Ba'da thalek ajless wa’aqra jareedatas’s- 

abah. 

— Finally I say goodbye to my family and make for 
my office. 

Wa’akhiran aqool wada’an le’osrati 
wa’atawajjabn ela maktabL 


S. What is tbe name of the Italian city that stands on 
tbe River Po and was once capital of tbe Kingdom of 
Italy? 


PUZZLES 


***** 


To come up with tbe answer to this puzzle, add and 
subtract tbe names of the object flJostraled. Keep each 
letter in its proper order, as shown by tbe plus and minus 
signs. By the time you reach the equals sign at the end 
of the puzzle, you should have the correct answer. It will 
be a word that fits perfectly into tbe number of blank 
squares following the sign. Beside each rebus yon will 
find a cartoon to give you some helpful hints. Check 
your answer with what the character says when you 
have finished. 


JOKES 


* CANDY: ‘Wien I graduated from college the 
dean told me the world had an opening for me.” 
TUFT: “Did yon find it?” 

CANDY: “You bet I’m in a heck of a hole right 
now.” 




V 


* MRS. MCTAVISH: “What will I do! What will I 
do! My little John had swallowed sixpence.” 



Reflections from the edge 



By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


— M Is this where the queue starts?" said the smartly 
dressed woman who walked into my local Housing Bank 
branch the other day. 

— “ Sony, what was that you said?” replied the unsus- 
pecting bank cleric. 

— “ Tbe queue. Where does the queue start?”. 

— “I don’t know what you mean.” Came tbe expected 
answer. 


There has been no better a time for us, as a people and 
as individuals, to slow down, take it easy, and think about 
where we have come from, what has become of us and 
why we have become what we are so as to contemplate as 
to where it is we want to go from here. There truly seems 
no better a time to indulge in a slight amount of self- 
reflection. 

We are told that (he general economic outlook is as good 
as it ever will be. But can we honestly think of ourselves 
as being prepared, culturally, mentally, and morally, for 
all the changes that are about to come our way? 


hard work is also, quite naturally, called fixe .But alas, (hat 
too is not enough. It sure helps give you a decent pushif 
you happen to have a lot of money to start with as there 
always seems to be someone, or something, that gets to 
the top before you do. Something that jumps the queue. 
But then again, what is a queue anyway? 

“ They will come for you eventually." You would have 
been told. But you cannot afford to hang around doing 
nothing waiting for your turn amidst tbe queue jumpers. 
Can you? 

To keep moving on trying harder and harder seems to be 
the best thing to do. But where to go on from here? You 
have certainly achieved everything that was ever expect- 
ed of you. And much more for that matter. At least that 
was wbaz you thought 

In tbe lowered and troubled gazes, one may clearly 
mnirp out some of the invisible webs that we as people are 
liable to stumble upon as we make our way through tbe 
valleys of doubt and feat But wisdom demands that we 


vaueys or aouoi auu rsu. dui »**««*“ 

improve our situation, improve our relations and be a part 

^everything and under everyone else’s skin. 

nrv.i s_ nhntn suprvthitiir filcftis wisdom of tile - 


Everybody is busy preparing their CVs, filling out 
application forms and seeking funding for research and 
‘beneficial’ projects. Everybody is doing it And 1 do 
mean everybody. For such purposes credentials are natu- 
rally an important asset, and a track record of success and 
excellence should suffice. But does it? A great deal of 


What is needed above everything else- is wisdom of me 
heart. For when the day’s catch is laid on tbe table we 
must not forget to be selective. But the fictional character 
in a work of fiction cannot do anything on its own with- 
out tbe knowledge and approval of the writer. But what it 
can do is to expose tbe absurd in ordinary everyday situ- 
ations so as to force tbe onlookers to seek a truer and a 
more essential life for themselves. 
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Iris - The Happy Professor 
Fireman Sam 
The Hurricanes 
My Secret Identity 
Tbe New Leave It to Beaver 
Gillette World Sport 
White Heat 
French Programme 
S 9 phie Et Virginie 
Varieties And Game Show 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
News Headlines 
Carol’s Company 
The Album Show 
The New Avengers 
News In English 
Movie — Double Edge 
Starring: Robert Urich & Susan Lucci 
The Thom Birds 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:15 

9:05 

9:30 


News Headlines 
Nurses 

Dive The World 
The American Chart Show 
Varieties 
Heartbeat 
l(k00 News In English 
10:25 Movie — “Ghost” 

Starring: Patrick Swaye & Demi Moore 
12:00 Nutcracker 

Music show on ice 
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Gold Rush in Alaska 
Bush School 
French Programme 
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Telefilm 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Coach 

African Skies 

Natural Wonders Of Europe 
Wolf 

News In English 
Buccaneers 

Movie — Over The Moon 
Starring: Robert Douglas & Rea Hainson 
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Inspector Gadget 
Playabout 
Hey Dad 

Feature — “Copacabana” 

French Programme 
Fractales 
Serie 

Maria Vhndamxne 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Nimbus 

News Headlines 
I Love Lucy 
You Bet Your Life 
On Tbe Banks of Jordan 
Al-Hussein... A World Tribute 
News In English 

The Wall (Roger Waters In Concert) 
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Back To The Future 
Harry And The Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 
Only In Hollywood 
I Love Lucy 
Taizan 

French Programme 
Fractales 
Varieties 

Les Geants De Music-Hall 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
- Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 
First Flights 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Movie: “Maid In America' 
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Snoopy Come Home 
The Ronn Lucas Show 
Feature — “Vice Versa” 

Starring: Judge Reznhold & Fred Savage 
Step By Step 
French Programme 
Variety And Entertainment 
Fai Les La Fate 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
. Ushuaia 
News Headlines 
Keeping Up Appearances 
The Royal Variety Performance 
Prism. 

News In En glish 
Movie: “New York Stories” 

Starring: Nick Nolte & Giancarlo Gianim 


Wednesday, Nov. 15, 1995 
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Starring: Susan Clark & Alex Karess 
L’histoire Secrete Du Petrole 


My Good Friend 
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Entertainment 
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Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
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2:00 People 
2.55 A Kind Of Magic 
3:20 Liza Manelli 

French Programme 
Fractales 
Jeux 

Pago Pago 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
— News Headlines 
8.00 Feature — “Outrageous Fortune” 

9-™ : Sh ? Uey ^ & Midler 

9.20 Facts About Jordan 

10:00 News In English 

1.0:25 Movie — “Top Gun” 
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A — 

Beatles legacy lasting a 


By David Bauder 
Vie Associated Press 

TS HARD to imagine that 
he Beatles were once coo- 
xfcttci dangerous. 

The long hair, the “yeah- 
Teah-yeahV’ the drugs, the 
XHiftres of albums in 
Alabama because John 
Lenn on once said they were 
more popular than Jesus 
Christ, led many to believe 
the Beatles were a sure sign 
that civilisation was going 
■fowu the drain. 

Today they are cultural 
icons, worshipped as fer- 
vently — if not as peculiar- 
ly — as Elvis Presley. 

And, most unexpectedly, 
they’re back. 

The three surviving ex- 
Beatles have collaborated 
ai the most intense self- 
examination since their 
1970 breakup. A six-hour 
TV documentary will air 
later this month, quickly fol- 
lowed by the release of 
Sxree separate iwo-CD 
packages of rare recordings 
from studio vaults. 

They include the closest 
Thing we‘U get to a reunion: 
Two songs left behind by 
tbe late Lennon polished 
into “new" Beaties songs in 
the studio by Paul 
McCartney, George 


Harrison and Ringo Starr. 

The Beaties never truly 
left. In terms of the millions 
of people who continue to 
be fascinated by them and 
the long shadow their influ- 
ence still casts on rock 4 n* 
roll. 

Catch a Beaties song on 
the radio and the words 
come instantly to mind, 
even if it’s been years since 
you've heard them. 
Yesterday. Help Lucy In 
The Sky With Diamonds. 
Get Back. Something. Hey 
Jude. 

“They represent so many 
different things,” said Mark 
Lewi so hn, author of six 
books on the Beaties. “For 
some, (hey represent the 
epitome, the best of pop 
music. For others, they rep- 
resent growing up in the 
'60s. For me, it all comes 
down to music at the end of 
the day. I don’t think we 
would be talking about them 
so much if it wasn't for the 
fact that their music was, 
and still is, quite wonder- 
ful." 

So much in today's popu- 
lar music landscape can be 
traced, at least in part, to the 
work of the Beaties: per- 
formers who write their own 
material, musicians who use 
the srudio as creative can- 


vasses, concerts in baseball 
stadiums, videos 10 promote 
new songs. 

Blame or credit them, 
even. for Michael Bolton's 
flowing locks. The singer 
said he first grew his hair 
long because the Beatles 
made it cool. 

The Beatles’ first Ame- 
rican appearance on the Ed 
Sullivan Show, on Feb. 9, 
1964. may have done more 
to guide future careers than 
a year's worth of talking by 
school guidance counsel- 
lors. 

“When I saw the Beaties 
on the Ed Sullivan Show, I 
looked at them and said, 
‘That’s it. Thai’s what I 
want to do,'" recalled singer 
Billy Joel, then a teenager 
on Long island. 

He wasn’t alone. Natalie 
Cole begged her bemused 
dad. Nal “King” Cole, for 
Beatles records. Members 
of the rock band Genesis 
said the band convinced 
them that they could be per- 
formers, not just songwrit- 
ers. 

Teenager Declan Mac- 
Man us was thrilled when 
his bandleader father, Ross, 
brought borne some Beatie 
autographs. The boy grew 
up to be singer Elvis 
Costello, and got to write 



The Beatles In 1969 
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The surviving Beatles, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and George Harrison in 1995 


lifetime 

songs with Paul McCartney. 

The influence endures. 

Tanya Donnelly of the 
Alternative Band Belly 
knew she wanted to play 
rock V roll when she saw 
the movie Help on her 14th 
birthday. It was a movie 
made before she was bom. 

The lads from Liverpool 
even had an influence on 
heavy metal. “The Beatles 
were the main reason I 
wanted to do this,” says 
Charlie Benante. dm mine r- 
guitarist-songwriter for 
Anthrax, who heard his first 
Beatles song when he was 
about 2 years old. “I 
absorbed so much when I 
was younger and the Beaties 
were probably the catalyst. 

“When I was around 3, 
almost 4, my mother took 
me to see A Hard Day's 
Night and Help she said I 
sat through it — she had to 
sit there twice, because I 
had to see it again. So I 
guess that’s how much they 
influenced me.” 

The precocious young 
Beaties were angry when 
producer George Martin 
said another writer's song, 
How Do You Do It, should 
be their first single. They 
preferred their own songs, 
even though their writing 
hadn’t progressed beyond 
the simplicity of Love Me 
Do and Please Please Me. 

The rapid advancement of 
their writing proved those 
instincts correct, and the 
Beatles raised songwriting 
to new heights in rock *n' 
roll. Because, before the 
Beaties and Bob Dylan, it 
was rare for performers to 
write their own material. 
Today, the opposite is true. 

“They really established 
the paradigm of the self- 
contained group — the 
group that played its own 
instruments, wrote its own 
songs, controlled its own 
artistic destiny and con- 
trolled its own sort of musi- 
cal packaging,” said Robert 
Palmer, author of the new 
book. Rode ‘N’ Roll — An 
Unruly History. 

The Lennon-McCartney 
songwriting team was a per- 
fect blend of rock ‘n’ roll 
energy (John) and dassic 
pop smarts (Paul), be said. 

Echoes of their melodic 
style can be heard through- 
out almost all of today’s 
guitar-based rock ‘n’ roll: 
It’s beneath the punk energy 
of green day, the distorted 
guitars of Nirvana and the 
bittersweet tunes of the Gin 
Blossoms. “Beatlesque” is a 
favourite adjective for crit- 
ics. 

England’s hottest new 
bands, Oasis and Blur, have 
a “rivalry" that's been com- 
pared to the Beatles and 
Rolling Stones but they 
agtee on one thing: Their 
debt to the Beatles. Oasis 
even named a song, 
Wonderwall, alter an obs- 
cure Harrison solo album. 

“It’s no longer unhip to 
say you like the Beaties or 
that they’ve influenced 
you," author Lewisohn said. 
"As a matter of feet, it’s 


quite trendy to say that" 

But the thought of being a 
trend was repugnant to the 
Beatles. And after growing 
sick of screaming fans 
drowning out their live per- 
formances, they stopped 
rehearsing toward the end, 
figuring why bother? John, 
Paul, George and Ringo 
retreated to the studio to 
create what was considered 
tbeir greatest works. 

They iovited orchestras to 
their sessions, dabbled in 
Indian instruments, used 
backward tape loops and 
otherwise experimented 
with ideas and technology. 
For the final, 53-second 
fadeout of A Day In The 
Life, three pianos struck the 
same note simultaneously. It 
took nine takes to get it 
.right 

The Beatles competed 
furiously with peers like 
Dylan, the Stones, the 
Beach Boys and Byrds, fos- 
tering a dialogue at the top 
levels of music that is often 
emulated but never re-creat- 
ed, Palmer said. 

“The Beatles opened up 
this whole atmosphere of 
experimentation in the con- 
text of pop records that for a 
brief rime really flowered in 
a very public way. ... It did- 
n’t happen (for) very long,” 
he said. 

Lewisohn was frustrated 
in researching the Beaties 


because it was impossible to 
find an interview in 1963 or 
1964 where their music was 
taken seriously. That all 
changed with the release of 
SgL Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Gub Band in 1967. Rock 
*n’ roll was taken seriously 
as an an form — and the 
summer of love found its 
anthem. 

This alternately melan- 
cholic, tern' lying and exhil- 
arating record captured as 
no other the complex tex- 
tures of its time: a super- 
charged, corrosively contra- 
dictory summer when hip- 
pies grooved at the 
Monterey Pop Festival, 
black emotions exploded in 
riots in Detroit and Newark, 
and a war grew bloodier in 
Vietnam. ' 

Youthful listeners some- 
how beard all of this in Sgt. 
Pepper — an album whose 
themes included eastern cul- 
ture, sweet and terrifying 
psychedelic fantasies, the 
widening gulf between 
young and old and, above 
all, loneliness. 

Sgt. Pepper sold 2.5 mil- 
lion records in its first three 
months and stayed on the 
charts for a staggering 113 
weeks. 

Today, rock music has its 
own hall of fame (with the 
Beatles, of course, as mem- 


bers), it’s the subject of uni- 
versity courses and the lat- 
est albums are covered 
exhaustively in newspapers, 
magazines and on-line. 

And it seems no informa- 
tion is too trivial about the 
Beatles. Most music sec- 
tions in book stores have 
more works on the Beatles 
than any other artist. .... 

Lewisohri’s mettcufous 
tome. The Complete Beatles 
Chronicle, takes 365 pages 
to detail the band’s career 
day-by-day: which songs 
they recorded, where they 
performed, what interviews 
they gave. 

Still, Lewisohn gets 
dozens of letters from fens 
who said it wasn't enough. 
Please give us more. 

Even mildly critical 
remarks bring out fiercely 
defensive fans. Palmer is 
still getting flak for the sug- 
gestion, in a PBS documen- 
tary he recently produced, 
that maybe rock ‘n’ roll 
music didn’t need to be 
“saved" by the Beaties. 

For his own safety, don’t 
ask him what be thinks of 
SgL Pepper. 

All of this devotion is not 
lost on Capitol Records 
executives. They released 
the Live At The BBC CD 
last year as a “test run" for 
the anthology CDs and were 
stunned when it sold more 


than 5 millio n copies, said 
Bruce Kirkland, executive 
vice president. 

They, always knew die 
Beatles were loved, but 
were delighted how the test 
run transferred into a hunger 
for new material. They sali- 
vate over marketing studies 
that show the Beatles are tbe 
favourite group amopg VH- 
1 viewers and 'die second 
favourite of MTV viewers 
— two groups that rarely 
share the same stereo. 

So die Beaties and their 
representatives have readied 
a marketing blitz that may 
make hypemeister Michael 
Jackson envious. Actually, 
Jackson will see green 
either way, since he owns 
the publishing rights to the 
Lennon-McCartney cata- 
logue and stands to profit 
from the new interest. 

The plan is centred around 
making sure 3 million 
copies of the first CD 
anthology are in stores by 
Nov. 20, the day after one of 
the new Beaties songs. Free 
As A Bird, is first heard on 
television. 

How's tbe new song? 
Don’t ask Kirkland. He 
swears security is so tight 
that be hasn’t beard it. 

“It turned out fabulous,” 
said one biased observer, 
Ringo Starr. It turned out 
just like the Beatles. Why 
not?” 


1 


> Memling — saintly beauty 


By Jean-Marc Dupidch 


oGianiri 
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The painter Memling 
died in Bruges in 
1494. The Belgian 
town, with which his 
mime is intimately 
finked, paid homage 

to hhn . through an 
exhibition, held, not 
jn the former Hospital 
Saint-Jean which, for 
®ore than five cen- 
turies, has housed a 
farge number of his 
Jforks, but in the 
Groenwge Museum, 
which is so rich in 
Flemish paintings. 


Midler 



MS — At that time, 
odets belgoned to 
gundy and Bruges was 
second capital of the 
tes of Burgundy, 

lippe tbe Good founded 
Older of the Golden 
tee there, on the day 
to be married Isabelle of 
tugal. Hie town thrived. 
ra$ an important fi nan- 
centre and drew 
ope's rich bankers and 
Sperous merchants, 

mere, whom historians 
later to call tbe 
Rush Primitives, mean- 
feat they were the first 
® to exert tbeir talents 



“on a panel or on canvas", 
gave the town its artistic 
splendour. After Van Eych, 
who died in 1441, came the 
era of Memling, who was 
celebrated as “the most 
famous painter in 
Christendom", as was said 
in T-fltin in his funeral eulo- 
gy- 

Little is known about 
Memling except that he was 
bom between 1430 and 
1440 near Mainz, in that 
region of Germany called 
Franconia. He probably 
studied at the studio of 
Stefan Lochner in Cologne 
and he certainly frequented 
that of Rogier de la Pasture 
(Van der Weyden) in 
Brussels. In 1465 he settled 
in Bruges where he died in 
1494. By bringing his own 
reputation, he certainly con- 
tributed to the golden age of 
the town. But, he also lived 
through tbe first decade of 
the decline, without his cre- 
ation being affected by it. 
He opposed permanence 
and beauty, to wars, disease 
and famine. 

For “all is but order and 
beauty, luxury and calm" 
and saintliness. The Middle 
Ages were Christian and 


medieval painting was 
Christian. Memling painted 
Virgins, Nativities, 

Adorations of tbe Magi, 
Passions and Crucifixions. 
Even in portraits (and he 
was a sought-after portrait- 
painter), the subject often 
adopted a pose in prayer. 
The rich donors of the reli- 
gious compositions, abbots 
and abbesses or bourgeois 
town-councillors or nobles, 
are often represented as 
onlookers to (he religious 
scene, kneeling beneath the 
protection of their patron 
saint who can be recognised 
by his attributes: Saint 
Catherine’s broken wheel 
and sword. Saint Barbara's 
tower, Saint Agnes’s lamb, 
Saint Mark’s or Saint 
Jerome's lion. Saint 
Antony’s tau and pig, etc. 

11,000 virgins 

Painting the order and 
beauty of the world means 
revealing the Creator in his 
creation. Placing the Virgin 
and Child in front of drapes 
of honour, beneath a purple 
velvet canopy with a crown 
of gold and diamonds, 
clothing the saints in bro- 
cade and dalmatics, means 
announcing the Kingdom of 


Heaven. This luxury is not a 
sign of debauchery. It is a 
sober display, an image of 
Paradise. Tbe bodies are 
elegant and the faces, show- 
ing a serious calm, are in the 
shape of an ideal oval in 
which shadows fade away. 

But this pointer of heaven- 
ly beauty is also an attentive 
realist. Usual or predousf 
objects and numerous musi- 
cal instruments are depicted 
with precision. The back- 
ground of the paintings is 
taken up by a landscape or a 
town bustling with every- 
day activity. In the Saint 
John the Baptist and Saint 
John tbe Evangelist altar 
piece (1479), also known by 
the name of Saint 
Catherine's Mystical 
Marriage, in the distance, 
between two columns fram- 
ing the religious scene, one 
can see a crane raising wine 
casks, measured by the 
monks of Saint-Jean 

Hospital. 

Memling, faithful to the 
medieval tradition and car- 
rying it to perfection, also 
enjoys telling stories. Tbe 
Passion (1470), kept in 
Turin, is a masterpiece of 
the narrative genre. In an 


imaginary Jerusalem, but 
built of real architectural 
elements, he retraces the 
different moments of the 
Passion, placing the flagel- 
lation in the centre of the 
painting and the other 
events in the niches of the 
buildings, using tbe city 
gates to show the tri- 
umphant entry of Christ in 
the background, in the top 
left-hand corner, and his fall 
beneath the weight of the 
cross, at the bottom on the 
right, in the foreground. 

This ait of narrative com- 
position reaches an almost 
miniaturised climax in Saint 
Ursula’s shrine (1489). On 
the six panels of the reli- 
quary, Memling relates the 
naval voyage of the young 
princess and the eleven 
thousand virgins who are 
her companions, and then 
their martyrdom beneath the 
arrows of the Huns in 
Cologne, which can be 
recognised by its most 
famous monuments, depict- 
ed with as much detail as 
the costumes, the armour 
and the rigging. 



Jeanne De France having a vision of Virgin Mary and the Child by the flemish 
painter Memling 
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Moderate obesity found 


to pose little risk for elderly 


By Paul Raeburn 
The Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, Louisia- 
na — Being slightly over- 
weight poses little risk for 
men and women over 70 — 
it's being thinner than nor- 
mal that can be dangerous, a 
study found. 

Using a formula based on 
height and weight, 
researchers found the risk of 
mortality to be high in 
underweight adults, rising 
sharply the leaner they 
were. 

It was not clear why thin- 
ness was associated with 
greater mortality. Tbe 
researchers excluded from 
the study older people 
known to have diseases that 
would cause them to lose 
weight. 

“For the person 20 pounds 
overweight, the risk is not 
there,” said one of the 
study’s authors, Dr. Steven 
Heymsfield of St. Luke's- 
Roosevelt Hospital in New 
York. On the other hand, he 
said, “if you’re underweight 


and elderiy, be concerned. It 
might be wise to get 
checked.” 

The risks begin to rise for 
elderiy who are 50 pounds 
(23 kilogrammes) to 75 
pounds (34 kilogrammes) 
overweight. Dr. Heymsfield 
said. 

The findings are particu- 
larly important because 
other studies have shown 
that many elderiy believe 
they are overweight when 
they are not, and many 
moderately overweight 
elderiy are trying to lose 
weight This study suggests 
they may not need to. 

Researchers have known 
for some time that the lean- 
est and tbe heaviest people 
at younger ages have the 
highest risks of mortality. It 
was not clear whether tbe 
same held true for the elder- 
ly- 

The study by Dc. 
Heymsfield and David 
Allison shows that it does- 
n’t; the risks associated with 
obesity decline except 


among the extremely obese 
elderly, who still face an 
increased mortality risk. 

Dr. Heymsfield said many 
moderately overweight 
elderly might still choose to 
lose weight even though it 
would not change their mor- 
tality risk. 

“I’ve found that some 
elderly, when they lose 
weight, feel better,” he said. 
“It may not increase 
longevity, but they lose 10 
or 20 pounds (4 1/2 or 9 
kilogrammes) and they say 
they can walk around the 
block, when they couldn’t 
before.” 

Studies have shown that 
Americans gain weight 
gradually as they age until 
about 65. when tbe popula- 
tion begins to lose weight 
The researchers had no 
clear explanation for this 
tendency. 

An analysis of life insur- 
ance data in 1985 found that 
the weight associated with 
the lowest mortality risk 
also increased gradually 


with age. 

Dr. George Bray of the 
Pennington Biomedical 
Research Centre in Baton 
Rouge cautioned that stud- 
ies such as Dr. Heymsfield's 
can be distorted by the feet 
that by age 70. the heaviest 
people might already have 
died. 

In a separate study. Dr. 
Heymsfield and Dympna 
Gallagher found that people 
in their 70s who lost weight 
involuntarily were losing a 
high percentage of muscle 
tissue. In contrast, older 
people who go on diets 
intentionally to lose weight 
lose mostly fat, not muscle 
and bone. 

The study of mortality 
risks in aging was based on 
a seven-year follow-up of 
2,829 men and 4,568 
women. Researchers gath- 
ered information on their 
height and weight, dates of 
death during the study peri- 
od, and on their eating 
habits and their general 
health. Dr. Heymsfield said. 


Detailed meal plan, new exercise 
regime improves dieters’ weight loss 


By Paul Raeburn 
The Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, Louisia- 
na — Women in a weekly 
diet programme lost 50 per 
cent more weight, snacked 
less and bought more fruits 
and vegetables when given 
detailed meal plans and gro- 
cery lists, researchers 
report 

The researchers also 
found that women who 
were told to exercise in 10- 
minute bouts four times a 
day exercised mote and lost 
more weight than women 
told to exercise for 40 min- 
utes once a day. 

Rena Wing, a psycholo- 
gist at the University of 
Pittsburgh and one of the 
studies' authors, described 
the findings at tbe annual 
meeting of the North 
American Association for 
the Study of Obesity. 

The women given detailed 
meal instructions and shop- 
ping lists at their weekly 


weight-loss meetings lost 
about 26 pounds (12 kilo- 
grammes) in 26 weeks, 
compared with a weight 
loss of 17 1/2 pounds (8 
kilogrammes) in women 
who went to similar meet- 
ings but were not given the 
same detailed eating 
instructions, Ms. Wing said. 

A year after die study 
ended, both groups had 
regained weight, but the 
women who had received 
the meal plans were still 
about 15 pounds (7 kilo- 
grammes) below where they 
had started, compared with 
about 7 pounds (3 kilo- 
grammes) in the others. 

“It’s a dramatic difference 
in weight control.” Ms. 
Wing said. “It also led to 
more regular eating” after 
the study ended. Women 
had more fruits and vegeta- 
bles in their homes, and 
they were more likely to eat 
breakfast and lunch regular- 
ly and avoid snacks, Ms. 


Wing said. 

The findings suggest that 
structured weight-loss regi- 
mens are generally likely to 
be more effective than flex- 
ible plans, she said. 

Patrick O’Nefl. a psychol- 
ogist and director of the 
Weight Management Centre 
at the Medical University of 
South Carolina, said tbe 
study “certainly does show 
pretty convincingly that the 
more structure feat can be 
provided to fee weight man- 
ager — I don’t like the word 
‘dieter’ — fee better.” 

All of the women in Ms. 
Wing’s studies participated 
in a 26-week series of 
weekly meetings aimed at 
changing their dieting and 
exercise behaviour; They 
were told to eat 1.000 to 
1.500 calories per day and 
exercise more. 

They were also educated 
about nutrition and given 
tricks to help with such 
problems as staying on diets 


during holidays and coping 
with non-dieting spouses. A 
total of 163 women partici- 
pated in the study of meal 
plans. 

In a separate study of 56 
women also on the standard 
weekly programme. Ms. 
Wing’s University of 
Pittsburgh colleague, John 
Jakicic, told half of the sub- 
jects to increase their exer- 
cise until they were doing 
four 10-minute bouts per 
day. The other half were 
instructed to gradually 
increase exercise in a single 
bout until it reached 40 min- 
utes per day. Most of the 
women chose walking for 
their exercise. 

The women who exer- 
cised in short bouts exer- 
cised more overall and lost 
about 20 pounds (9 kilo- 
grammes) after 26 weeks. 
The women who were told 
to exercise in longer stretch- 
es lost about 13 pounds (6 
kilogrammes). 
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The French are the biggest consumers of psychotropic drugs, with women using more than men 


Too many tranquillisers 


By Jean-Marc Dupuich 
The French are 
known to be great 
consumers of psy- 
chotropic drugs. A 


igs. 

recent 'survey By the 
French National 


Institute of Statistics 
and Economic Studies 
(TNSEE), the Centre 
tor Research, Studies 
and Documentation 
in Health Economics 
(CREDES) and the 
Ministry of Health 
have established the 
portrait of the eleven 
adults out of a hun- 
dred who regularly 
use this kind of drug. 
The til is often social 
in nature and unem- 
ployment Is often a 
contributing factor. 


wards, prisoners and home- 
less persons do not figure 
among fee ”8,200 ordinary 
households'* questioned. 
Out of feat number. 1 1 .3 per 
cent suffer and have taken a 
psychotropic drug every 
day for at least six months. 
At fee time of the survey, 
more than half of them had 
started their treatment at 
least five years ago and one 
third ten or more years ago, 
consuming an average of 
“20 packets a year”. 
Moreover, a quarter of these 
1 1 .3 per cent combine dif- 
ferent drugs, taking “two or 
more kinds of these medi- 
cines." 

Psychotropic drugs are 
pharmaceutical products 
whose purpose is to help 
people cope despite psycho- 


ing these pills daily are 
depression (44 per cent), 
sleeping problems (25 per 
cent) and anxiety or worry 
(16 per cent). There is also 
the combined feeling of iso- 
lation and lack of hope in 
fee future (36 per cent for 
each of these two symp- 
toms). 


The unemployed and 
housewives 


PARIS — Take 21,600 
adults, who are representa- 
tive qf fee French popula- 
tion. In fact, they arc only 
representative of fee greater 
part of the population as 
people in retirement homes, 
those interned in psychiatric 


logical problems. They rep- 
resent a large family of 


drugs which are available 
on prescription only. .The 
main drugs in this area are 
tranquillisers, followed, in 
order, by sleeping-pills and 
then anti-depressants. The 
main reasons given for tak- 


Generaiiy speaking, 
women use more psy- 
chotropic drugs than men. 
Those aged 60 or over take 
more than those who are 
younger. Widowers living 
alone consume more than 
divorced men living alone 
and the unemployed take 
more than those who are 
gainfully employed. 

However, although the sur- 
vey shows that women out 
of work are inore vulnerable 
than those who have a jot?, 
“fee ratio of ' regular con- 
sumers among housewives 
is slightly higher than 
among unemployed 


women”. The latter use anti- 
depressants and sleeping- 
pills. while fee former take, 
tranquillisers in order to be 
able to put up with their 
Jives as housewives. 

With men, unemployment 
results in a clear break. 
Unemployed men use three 
times as many psychotropic 
drugs. They use tranquillis- 
ers on a large scale whereas, 
contrary to commonly held 
beliefs, treatment with anti- 
depressants is rare. Earlier 
observations already indi- 
cated that recourse to med- 
ical care and hospital treat- 
ment. as well as fee coo- 
sumption of pharmaceuti- 
cals increased wife unem- 
ployment, ’‘with the notable 
exception of treatment for 
depression". It is as if it was 
unfortunately inevitable and 
could only be cured by a 
new stable job. 

The moral of the survey is ! 
feat “the better the' social * 
integration, the weaker the 
recourse to psychotropic 
drugs" — L’ActuaJite Ed 

France. 


Scientists find new evidence 
for homosexuality gene in men 


By Malcolm Ritter 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Scientists 
have found new evidence 
that a gene inherited from 
mothers helps make men 
homosexual, bolstering a 
study feat made headlines in 
1993. 

“Our result says that 
genes are involved in male 
sexual orientation, although 
they certainly do not deter- 
mine a person's sexual ori- 
entation." said Dean 
Hamer, an author of the 
study. 

“There probably arc other 
biological factors like hor- 
mones, for example, and 
other variables we simply 
don't know anything about 
yet." 

The study follows others 
that have suggested a bio- 
logical influence in sexual 
orientation, but scientists 
still can’t explain wbat 
makes a person homosexu- 


al. heterosexual or bisexual. 

Tbe latest study does not 
identify a specific gene. But 
like Hamer's 1993 study, it 
suggests such a gene resides 
in a particular region of fee 
X Chromosome, one of the 
microscopic thread-like 
structures that carry genes. 
Men inherit fee X 
Chromosome from their 
mothers. 

Hamer said (here was no 
way to know how strongly 
fee gene influences fee 
development of homosexu- 
ality in men. Researchers 
looked for such an effect in 
women but found no evi- 
dence for it. 

Hamer, a researcher at the 
National Cancer Institute, 
reports fee work in the 
November issue of the jour- 
nal Nature Genetics wife 
colleagues at the institute, 
the University of Colorado 
and the Whitehead Institute 
for Biomedical Research in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Dr. Elliot Gershon. chief 
of fee clinical neurogenetics 
branch of the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 
said the work does not 
prove such a gene exists in 
the chromosome segment, 
but it is suggestive. 

Tile study focused on a 
region of fee X Chro- 
mosome that had been iden- 
tified by the 1993 study. 

In a man, this region can 
get its genetic material from 
either of his mother's two X 
Chromosome versions. As a 
result, two brothers normal- 
ly have about a 50-50 
chance of sharing the same 
version of the genetic mate- 
rial within this region. 

Hamer and colleagues 
examined 32 pairs of exclu- 
sively or mostly homosexu- 
al brothers from unrelated 
families. Twenty- two pairs, 
or two-thirds, shared the 
same version of the genetic 
material, suggesting that it 
contains a gene predispos- 


ing to homosexuality. 

By the same logic, Hamer 
said that if gay brothers 
shared a version containing 
a homosexuality gene, then 
any heterosexual brother of 
theirs would probably have 
a different version. The 
study showed thal was the 
case in nine of II familie s 
studied. 

Hamer said that by focus- 
ing on families with two 
gay brothers, the re- 
searchers were more likely 
to find a genetic effect on 
homosexuality than if they 
studied a broader popafr 
tion. Tbe study also exclud- 
ed bisexual people to sufr 
plify analysis. 

‘This study is an impor- 
tant addition to the growing 
body of evidence indicating 
a biological basis for homo- 
sexuality in some people," 
said Beth Banett, 
spokesperson for ' fee 
National Gay and Lesbian. 
Task Force. 


Researcher: Dieting 
impairs memory 


LONDON (AP) — Dieting 
is bad for a person’s memo- 
ry and powers of concentra- 
tion, according to tests car- 
ried out at the government’s 
Institute of Food Research. 

But the dips in mental 
performance are not bad 
enough to cause practical 
harm like losing someone 
their job. according to Mike 
Green, the psychologist 
who conducted fee research 
programme al fee institute 
at Reading 60 kilometres 
west of London. 

It's nothing to do with 
poor nutrition or lack of 
energy. The cause is purely 
psychological, the Science 
magazine New Scientist 
quoted him as saying. 

“The effects arc similar to 
anxiety. Constantly think- 


ing about food and worry- 
ing about diet means that 
dieters don't have enough 
mental processing capacity 
to deal wife tasks proper- 
ly." he said. 

The Oct. 14 issue of the 
weekly magazine described 
the tests conducted by Mr. 
Green at the institute on a 
total of some 350 volun- 
teers, both dieters and non- 
dieters. 

He tested their mental 
performance in areas 
including memory, vigi- 
lance. reaction time and 
mental processing capacity. 

“Tbe deficits we saw were 
invariably in subjects who 
said they were on diets." he 
reported. 
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By Isabel Kersfancr 

BLOCK 30197, Parcel 48 is 
an overgrown patch of land 
oear a abased railway trade 
in the now largely gentrified 
and exclusive West Jeru- 
salem neighbourhood of 
Baka. Its area of 631 square 
metres is large enough to 
build a small apartment 
block, and it is likely worth 
a fortune — certainly over 
S\ million. The land be- 
longs to the Development 
Authority, a branch of the 
Israel Lands Authority — 

according to Israeli law, at 
least. 

The family of Radwan 
Hussein Ai-Tabakbi has a 
problem with that. In 1946, 
Tabakhi, a merchant from 
Hebron, bought the plot 
from a Mr. Barakat for 
1,425 Palestinian pounds. 
The details of the transac- 
tion are recorded in Israel's 
land registry which dates 
back to Ottoman rimes, and 
is known by its Turkish 
name of Tabu. 

After the 1948 war, the 
Tabakhis ended up on the 
other side of the border, in 
the West Bank. Like the 
property of thousands of 
otter Palestinians who fled 
West Jerusalem and its sur- 
rounding villages as a result 
of the war, or who owned 
bouses and land in the city 
but lived m the .West Bank, 
the Tabakhi plot lay aban- 
doned. Eventually Rad- 
wan's family moved to Am- 
man; ail that remained of 
the Tabakhi connection to 
Baka was a page in the 
Tabu ledgers. 

In the meantime, the 
young state of Israel step- 
ped in. Left with whole 
neighbourhoods of empty 
houses and abandoned 
plots, and faced with an 
influx of Jewish immigrants 
who desperately needed 
accommodation, the Knes- 
set passed the Absentees’ 
Property law in 1950. The 
law, still in effect, allows for 
all abandoned property to 
be held in trust by the state, 
to be administrated by a 
government appointee 
known as the Custodian for 
Absentee Property. 

An “abseitfee"is defined 
as a person who, at any 
time between November. 
29, 1947 and the day on 
which the state of emergen- 
cy declared in 1948 ceases 
to exist, became a national 
or citizen of an Arab coun- 
try; visited an Arab coun- 
try; or simply left bis ordin- 
ary place of residence in 
Palestine "for a place out- 
side Palestine before 
September 1, 1948." Israel 
has not, to this day, cancel- 
led the state of emergency. 
Its continued existence is 
largely theoretical — except 
when it comes to issues such 
as military censorship of the 

? ress and the Absentees' 
roperty Law. 

According to the law, the 
status of the custodian is the 
same “as was that of the 
owner of the property.” 
The custodian may bold on 
to property, sell it to the 
Development Authority or 
lease it out. Any proceeds 
from these transactions, 
minus legal and administra- 
tive expenses, are to be 
held in trust by the custo- 
dian in a special fund — 
presumably for the absen- 
tees, until the time when 
the state of emergency is 
declared over. 

Radwan Tabakhi and his 
heirs may not have known 
the ins and outs of the law, 
but they have not forgotten 
the plot by the railway 
track. And for the 


The West Jerusalem file 


In 1948, the Arab residents of 
West Jerusalem left in a hur- 
ry* abandoning thousands of 
houses and plots of land. This 
property, now Jewish -owned, 


Tabakhis, after 47 years 
away, the Israeii-Jordanian 
peace treaty signed 1 2 
months ago changed the 
whole picture. This sum- 
mer, they came to Jeru- 
salem from Amman ro And 
out what had happened to 
their land, learning that in 
the 1950s, it had been trans- 
ferred to the Development 
Authority. “They came to 
see if, with the peace pro- 
cess, Israel will give up it 
up," relates Radwan 
Tabakhi's nephew Rubhi, 
who still lives in Hebron. 

The Tabakhis’ quest took 
them to Israeli officials, to 
Orient House — the 
Palestinian headquarters in 
Jerusalem — and to the 
Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv. In Jordan, friends 
had been telling them that if 
they went to Jerusalem, 
they would come back with 
S4 or S5 million. This time, 
they returned ro Amman 
with nothing but a smudgy 
photocopy of the relevant 
page from the Tabu reg- 
istry. 

Geographer Khalil 
Tufakji is the Palestinian 
point man at Orient House 
who deals with lands lost 
and properties claims. On 
bis office wall hangs a map 
of Jerusalem, with Jewish 
and Arab neighbourhoods 
from before 1948 blocked 
off in primary coloais. It is 
Tafakji who steered the 
Tabakhis through the Tabu 
bureaucracy during their 
visit to Israel, helping them 
check the registration of 
their land. He is also keep- 
ing a file on their behalf. 

Tufakji points out that 
some of the toniest Jewish 
residential districts in West 
Jerusalem — Baka, Taii- 
biah. the German Colony, 
Katamon — were mainly 
Arab before 1948. Beneath 
the renovations and exten- 
sions of die past 40 years, 
the grandeur and graceful 
proportions of many of the 
bouses are still apparent, 
making these some of die 
most sought-after prop- 
erties on today’s market. 
“When the wealthy people 
built in those days, they 
built big,” he remarks. 

The main thrust of Arab 
. private building in the 1920s 
and 30s stretched southwest 
of Jerusalem’s centre in the 
direction of Bethlehem. 
“The idea,” Tufakji notes, 
“was to link the two.” 

The issue of Arab prop- 
erty claims in West Jeru- 
salem had lain pretty dor- 
mant until Jerusalem 
Mayor Ehud Olmert public- 
ly pledgecPearlier this sum- 
mer that houses in East 
Jerusalem neighbourhoods 
that were once Jewish- 
owned would soon be in 
Jewish hands again. As a 
quid pro quo. Faisal Hus- 
seini, Yasser Arafat's “cap- 
tain” in Jerusalem, re- 
sponded by raising the sub- 
ject of Palestinian claims m 
the west — including a 
claim for Atlenby Camp, 
the site of the future U.S. 


Embassy on West Jeru- 
salem’s Hebron Road. 

The Palestinians for the 
most pan recognise West 
Jerusalem as Israel’s 
sovereign capital. Political- 
ly, the PLO's sights are 
trained on the east of the 
city, where Yasser Arafat 
wants to establish the capit- 
al of a future Palestinian 
state. But that doesn't erase 
the fact that many Palesti- 
nians once owned property 
in the west. 

“Since the peace process, 
and since Mr. Husseini 
opened the West Jerusalem 
file, a lot of people have 
been turning to us,” says 
Tufakji, a laconic man with 
mustache and round glas- 
ses. “My job is to help 
them.” 

Just how much absentee 
property exists in West 
Jerusalem — or indeed, in 
the rest of Israel — seems 
to be something of a well- 
guarded state secret. Khalil 
Tufakji says there are 5.700 
Palestinian houses, and 
claims that within the muni- 
cipal boundaries of today's 
West Jerusalem, which in- 
cludes the one-time villages 
of Malha, Ein Kerem, Ufta 
and Beit Safafa, over 70 per 
cent of the land was once 
Arab-owned — although it 
might not all have been 
properly registered in 
Tabu, for tax reasons, by its 
original owners. 

Tufakji says his informa- 
tion has been backed up by 
Meron Benvenisti, a left- 
wing former deputy mayor 
of Jerusalem. But Beneve- 
nisti, when contacted by the 
Jerusalem Report, said he 
has no special knowledge of 
the subject. 

The only person who 
knows the fill! extent and 
real value of absentee prop- 
erty in the city is the custo- 
dian himself, Yebezkel S ha- 
mas, who has been just 
eight months on the job. 
Shamas told the Report 
that since he deals with 
personal files, the informa- 
tion be holds is restricted; 
specific files may only be 
released by court order. “I 
rarely agree to meet with 
journalists,” he said on the 
phone. “This isn’t my per- 
sonal bugbear. I’m covered 
by the law on this one.” 

In what are now known 
as the “old” areas of West 
Jerusalem, each of' the 
grander mansions has a tale 
of its own, richly told in the 
tomes of "Jerusalem 
Architecture," the six- 
volume work by Jerusalem 
architect David Kroyanker. 

There’s the two-story Vil- 
la Harun Al Rashid in the 
Talbiah neighbourhood, 
built tn 1926 as two apart- 
ments for rent in ornate 
‘‘Thousand and One 
Nights” style by Hana 
Bisharah, one of two 
brothers who owned exten- 
sive property in Talibiah. 
Toward the end of the Brit- 
ish Mandate, the house 
served as a command base 
for the Royal Air Force. In 


New suspects held in Rabin assassination 
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-son *° r h£ teve reason to fear for his life 
Gav and for his role in peacemaking 
7 > with Palestinians, which has 

been accompanied by attacks 

— on Israelis by Arabs who 

oppose the peace process. 

"Any Jew that brings other 
Jews to a situation where 
are afraid to take buses, 
OGt afraid to walk on die street, 

any leader that does that has 
h>be afraid that someone will 
get upset and kill him,” be 
. told the Associated Press. 

. mi^ . Mr. Federman distanced 

& Pft hy Jtf* himself from the murder of 
> snoi Igggfi Mr. Rabin, but added he was 
■sonal e not unhappy about it. 

•J nl fr 0 *® “T 0 mC » Rabi ° W3S 3 

preside 01 murderer. I wouldn’t kill him 
but Tm not a guy to be sad 
shout bis death, be said, 
fas dis^ P At Wednesday’s meeting, 
cabinet heard the findings of 
. jgstPJC® c first Shin Bet probe into 
% what went wrong when Mr. 

Rabin was shot dead at a 
Peace rally in Tel Aviv. The 
Shin Bet, Israel’s domestic 
xenrity agency, is in charge 
; Protecting Israel’s leaders 
^aad also keeps tabs on Jewish 
/extremists. 

The report said Mr. 

X cd 2** fiodyBmud* failed to 
•s S'* “tin a human shield around 
tfre premier and that unau- 
thorised people were allowed 


in the stairway to the terrace 
from which Mr. Rabin spoke 
and in the adjacent parking 
lot. 

Confronted with the find- 
ings, the head of the Shin Bet 
protection branch resigned 
Wednesday and the agent in 
charge of Mr. Rabin’s body- 
guards was suspended, gov- 
ernment sources said. 

■ TWo lower-ranking agents, 
one in charge of coordination 
with police and the other in 
charge of security at Satur- 
day’s rally, were to be trans- 
ferred to other jobs, the 
sources said. 

The cabinet decided to set 
up an official commission of 
inquiry, with powers of sub- 
poena. The panel will look 
into why the Shin Bet did not 
have better intelligence on 
Jewish extremists, including 
potential assassins, and bow 
the gunman got so close to 
Mr. Rabin, said Cabinet 
Secretary Shmuel Hollander. 

“When we have such a 
failure, the issue must be 
investigated thoroughly and 
must not be covered up,” Mr. 
Peres told the cabinet. 

In the new campaign 
against Jewish extremists. 
Justice Minister David libai 
is putting together a plan to 
place the task of prosecuting 


them into the hands of one 
government body. 

The Shin Bet report sug- 
gested that Mr. Rabin r s 
bodyguards were not proper- 
ly prepared for attacks by 
Jews on the prime minister 
and were too focused on 
acting against Arab 
assailants. 

Israel army radio said 
Wednesday chat just before 
the rally, the Shin Bet had 
received fresh warnings that a 
Palestinian militant might try 
and kill Mr. Rabin. 

The Shin Bet report also 
found that the agency's data- 
base of Jewish extremists and 
posable attackers was too 
small and that it had failed to 
identify many of those who 
took part in violent anti- 
government demonstrations. 

Fresh graffiti on a wall in 
Jerusalem read: “Rabin was 
a victim of peace. Peres is 
next in line. Peres is con- 
tinuing on the path of Hitler, 
the Nazi.” The graffiti car- 
ried the logo of the Kach 
group, a clenched fist inside a 
star of David. 

The scribbled warning 
stood in start contrast to the 
loving tribute Israelis have 
paid to their slain leader in 
the country's streets. 

A mural of Mr. Rabin was 


includes some of the most 
valuable real estate in Jeru- 
salem. With peace,many for- 
mer owners expect to be com- 
pensated — and Jordan’s 


May 1948, as Irani volun- 
teers waited down tne hill in 
the German Colony for the 
British to depart, British 
officers transferred the 
house to the Hagan ah. The 
Haganah couldn’t let Tali- 
biab foil, since this was the 
corridor from the German 
Colony to Reha vi ah, home 
to most the Jewish national 
institutions. 

Villa Harun AI Rashid, 
along with dozens of other 
properties in the area, be- 
came “absentee property.” 
In the 1960s, the govern- 
ment housed Golda Meir, 
then foregin minister, in the 
upper apartment. Two 
other ministers lived there 
during different periods. 
Situated in a prime location 
next to what is today the 
Jerusalem Theatre com- 
plex, the house now has a 
third story and contains 
luxurious private apart- 
ments. (Ironically, the cur- 
rent proprietor of the top 
floor is a right-winger who 
flies the Israeli flag per- 
manently at half-mast to 
protest tiie peace process). 

Then there's “Salameh’s 
palace” — an imposing 
mansion built in the 1930s 
by the merheant and build- 
ing contractor Constantine 
Salameh, also in Talbiah, 
close to where the residence 
of Israel's presidents was 
subsequently built. Before 
leaving for Lebanon in 
1948, Salameh had the fore- 
sight to rent his family 
home to the Belgian consul 
general; to this day it serves 
as a Belgian Consulate 
annex. Thus Salameh got 
around the absentee prop- 
erty law and, according to 
Kroyanker, was recently 
able to sell this and another 
Jerusalem property to the 
Israeli government — pre- 
sumably for a handsome 
price. 

Publisher Reuven Mass, 
who was head of the Jewish 
residents committee of Tal- 
biah in 1948, recalls in his 
memoirs how, following a 
shooting incident on the 
outskirts of Talbiah in May 
1948, the neighbourhood 
emptied of Arab residents 
overnight. Jewish refugees 
from battle-tom areas in 
the north and east of the 
dry started streaming to the 
neighbourhood and were 
billeted in the abandoned 
homes, often four families 
to an apartment. 

During the 1950s and 60s, 
Kroyanker relates, there 
was a slow population ex- 
change. Wealthier families 
who could afford to buy out 
the refugees and renovate 
the Arab houses moved in, 
and turned them into one; 
or two-family homes. The 
government took over 
- many apartments, and con- 
tactors got rights to whole 
houses and began to add on 
floors. 

Talbiah is now strictly for 
the well-heeled. House 
prices prices in Jerusalem 
are already high; but for the 
much sought-after “Arab 


painted on a wall above the 
square and at least 10,000 
wnite memorial candles were 
lit at the site of the shooting. 
Graffiti scrawled on the walls 
said “Rabin, we miss you” 
and “Rabin, you left us 
orphaned.” 

The Amir family, mean- 
while, begged forgiveness 
from Mr. Rabin’s widow and 
the peop^ of Israel. 

“A great calamity has be- 
fallen us and the people of 
Israel with the assassination 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, may his memory be 
blessed, by our son,” the 
family wrote in a letter pin- 
ned to their frontyard fence 
in the town of Herzliya. 

“We ask the forgiveness of 
Mrs. Rabin, her family and 
all of Israel.” 

Mrs. Rabin said earlier 
that she would consider any 
such apology too little, too 
late. 

The parents, Shlomo Amir 
and Geula Amir, have- put up 
a tarpaulin in an attempt to 
block passersby on the street 
from seeing their two-storey . 
house with a red-tile roof. 
The letter of apology is 
attached to the tarp. 

A group of police and 
agents of the Shin Bet secur- 
ity agency went into the. 
house Wednesday and later 
exited without comment. 


houses,” the sky is the 
limit. “People are specifi- 
cally interested in acquiring 
them, but there are hardly 
any on the market,” notes 
one Jerusalem real, estate 
agent. 

In Baka, there is one 
12-room, two-story bouse 
set in a large garden cur- 
rently on the market. The 
asking price: $2.7 million. 

The peace process is be- 
ginning to rattle the scams 

3 uo of almost five decades, 
uring which most aban- 
doned properties were re- 
registered in Tabu under 
new ownership. Some are 
on long-term renewable 
leases from the Amidar 
government bousing cor- 
poration. Many owners 
have since bought the rights 
from Amidar. For Israel, 
this is a true can of worms 
which, once opened, could 
have tremendous ramifica- 
tions. The claims do not 
stop in West Jerusalem — 
they extend to Jaffa, to 
Haifa, and indeed, to vil- 
lages that no longer exist. 

Jordan's ambassador to 
Israel, Marwan Muasher, 
caused a mini-rumpus 
among American Jewish 
leaders at a recent seminar 
in Amman when he raised 
the issue of compensation 
for abandoned Arab prop- 
erty in Israel, and suggested 
that the future of 
Jordanian-Israeli relations 
was conditional on resolu- 
tion of this problem. “Peo- 
ple jumped at me for open- 
ing up 1948 issues.” Dr. 
Muasher told The Report 
soon after his return to Tei 
Aviv. “But these issues 
were never closed. The 
question of property in 
Israel is different from the 
question of sovereignty.” 
Not surprisingly. Dr. 
Muasher has more than a 
passing academic interest in 
the Absentees' Property 
Law. In the cramped suite 
at the seafront Dan Hotel 
that serves as his temporary 
embassy, he keeps a special 
file on the law, with which 
he is familiar clause by 
clause. 

The perception among 
many is that ail the political 
problems between Jordan 
and Israel were over with 
the signing of the treaty,” 
he said in an interview with 
The Report. “But they are 
not. The whole refogee 
issue has yet to be resolved, 
and absentee property in 
‘Israel proper,’ that is with- 
in the pre-1967 borders, is a 
sub-problem of that issue.” 
Dr. Muasher, like every- 
body else, is hard-pressed 
to come up with numbers. 
He stresses that be is only 
speaking on behalf of 
Jordanian citizens, not ail 
the Arabs who left Israel in 
2948. The best be can do is 
to report that “many” 
Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin, and “some” Jorda- 
nians born in the East 
Bank, had property in 
Israel before 1948. And 
this, he adds, is an issue 


ambassador to Israel is taking 
up their case. The following 
article, which appeared in the 
Israeli magazine The Jeru- 
salem Report, examines the issue. 


that Jordanians expea to be 

addressed. 

“I personally have been 
approached by many Jorda- 
nians. I’m constantly asked 
about this in Jordan, and so 
is the government. 2*m not 
saying they expea neces- 
sarily to get their property 
back, but they do expea 
the question of compensa- 
tion, to be resolved, case by 
case. This is not a political 
luxury. It’s a real concern of 
the man in the street.” 

Dr. Muasher does see 
some room for optimism. 
First, he points out, in the 
treaty it signed with Jordan. 
Israel agreed that it will 
seek to resolve the refugee 
issue in accordance with in- 
ternational law, when 
permanent status talks with 
the Palestinians begin in 
May 1996. Second, the very 
faa that Israel has such a 
thing as a custodian of 
absentee property. Dr. 
Muasher suggests, consti- 
tutes an admission on the 
state’s part that it is holding 
property that does not be- 
long to it. 

Dr. Muasher takes par- 
ticular exception to the law 
passed in the Knesset last 
November ratifying the 
peace treaty with Jordan, in 
which it was stated that the 
absentees’ property law 
would not apply to Jorda- 
nians who acquired proper- 
ty in Israel after November 
1994. The law reaffirms the 
absentee sutus of all other 
Jordanian property-owners 
in Israel — something that 
Dr. Muasher views as dis- 
criminatory. and contrary 
to the terms of the treaty in 
which each side pledged to 
remove all discriminatory 
legislation from its statute 
books. 

In the opening shot of 
what amounts to a cam- 
paign, Ambassador 
Muasher recently wrote to 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry 
protesting the 1994 law, and 
asking for its repeal. Three 
weeks later, he had still not 
received any response. 

In the meantime, for Dr. 
Muasher — whose family 
never owned any property 
in Israel — the Absentees’ 
Property. Law has become a 
source of genuine indigna- 
tion. “Israel itself admits 
that this property does not 
belong to it, and that it 
should be returned when 
the state of emergency has 
ceased to exist. We have 
since signed a peace trea- 
ty,” be says, his voice rising 
in exasperation, “and the 
question is, if Israel still 
won’t return this property 
now, when will it do this?” 

No official body in Israel 
seems ready to even face 
these questions. Having 
had a request for a meeting 
with the custodian turned 
down. The Report addres- 
sed specific questions to 
him via the Finance Minis- 
try, under whose auspices 
be operates. The Finance 
Ministry’s response was 
that the Absentees’ Proper- 


Assad seeks moves - Rifkind 
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whole of Jerusalem as its 
capital, urges foreign digni- 
taries to avoid visits to the 
Orient House that could be 
seen as backing Palestinian 
daims to the eastern sector. 

A British consulate spokes- 
man in Jerusalem explained 
Mr. Rifkind’s regional tour 
was rearranged because of 
the assassination of Mr. 
Rabin last Saturday in Tel 
Aviv. 

The secr*iary, along with 
Prime Minister John Major, 
attended the state funeral of 
Mr. Rabin in Jerusalem on 
Monday and already met Mr. 


Peres. 

Mr. Rifkind is to go ahead 
Thursday with a visit to the 
self-ruled Gaza Strip for calks 
with Mr. Arafat. He is to 
announce aid projects for the 
Palestinian National Author; 
ity and inaugurate a new Brit- 
ish Council centre in Gaza 
City. 

The secretary flies out 
from Tel Aviv later the same 
day to travel on to Jordan, 
Egypt and Lebanon. 

In Damascus Mr. Rifkind 
said there was an opportunity 
for making “major progress” 
in the Middle East. 

“I think there is a deter- 
mination in Israel to continue 


Peres assures Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

continuously where registra- 
tion will take place. They will 
have complete freedom of 
movement in all proceed- 
ings,” he added. 

Elections to an 82-member 
self-rule council are due to be 
held in January. 

Apart from the Ramallah 
headquarters, the EU obser- 
vers will also have offices in 
the self-rule Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, and the West Bank 


towns of Nablus and Beth- 
lehem. 

The British Crown Agents 
have been given the EU con- 
traa for sorting out practical 
details such as renting offices, 
Mr. Blackley added. 

TWo further groups are due 
to arrive before the vote, 134 
on Jan. 2 and 100 on Jan. 15. 

Palestinians across the 
West Bank. Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem will take part 
in the poll, which will also 
elea at the same time a presi- 
dent. 


ty law is the business ot the 
Justice Ministry. Justice' 
Minister David Liba’i, in 
turn, refused to be inter- 
viewed or answer specific 
questions that were sent to 
him, saying that he is no 
expert on the subjea and 
that the questions should be 
directed to the Finance 
Ministry. 

Many Palestinians now 
living in East Jerusalem or 
(other parts of) the West 
Bank seem to view their old 
property claims as history. 
Dr. Amin Majjaj. a retired 
East Jerusalem pediatrician 
— who several months ago 
was named as the head of a 
rogue East Jerusalem city 
council set up by Yasser 
Arafat to challenge Israeli 
sovereignty over all of Jeru- 
salem — told The Report 
that his family had land in 
what is now the booming 
commercial district of Tal- 
piot. “But we have forgot? 
ten all about it.” he de- 
clared. Asked if he expects 
eventual compensation for 
it, he replied: “As I said, 
we've forgotten all about 
it." 

Others, like Yasser Odeh 
from Bethlehem, have not 
quite forgotten while they 
went about building new 
lives and homes. Odeh was 
9 when his family left their 
house and land in the vil- 
lage of Malha in 1948. He 
recalls that when “the trou- 
bles” began, people in the 
village spoke about bring- 
ing guns to protea them- 
selves. “But the Jordanian 
volunteers told us to leave 
the village, and leave the 
fighting ‘to them," Odeh re- 
lates. “Malha had about 
5,000 residents. We all left 
at the same time. My family 
came to Bethlehem.” 

In 1951. Odeh says, a 
delegation of villagers re- 
turned to Malha to see what 
had happened to it. The 
village was empty, and 
valuable furniture inside 
the houses had gone, the 
men were scared away by 
shots fired by Israeli 
guards. Soon after, the 
Israeli government moved 
Jewish refugees from Iraqi 
Kurdistan into the houses in 
Malha — many of whom 
have remained there to this 
day. 

After 1967, when the 
West Bank fell into Israeli 
hands and the border with 
Israel was opened, Odeh 
returned to Malha to see 
the house. “The Jewish in- 
habitants shut the door in 
my face and told me not to 
come back," he says. 
“Since then, I haven't tried 
again. But I see the house 
from a distance. It's still 
there, though rooms have 
been added on.” 

Today. Malha. a 10- 
minute drive from central 
Jerusalem and a similar dis- 
tance from Bethlehem, is 
flourishing. Many homes in 
the old village have been 
gentrified. A brand-new 
neighbourhood has been 


the peace process,” Mr. Rif- 
kind told reporters before 
beading for talks with Mr. 
Assad and other senior Sy- 
rian officials. 

“This is a very important 
moment in the history of the 
region and I am particularly 
looking forward to hear the 
Syrian perspective of the 
situation in the Middle East," 
he said. 


built alongside it, and at the 
bottom of the hill sits the 
Jerusalem Mall, the biggest 
shopping mail in the Middle 
East. 

> Odeh says that his family 
owned 50 dunams of land in 
the area, some where the 
mall now stands some in the 
residential neighbourhood. 
He produces a plastic bag 
containing folded yellowed 
pages. There’s a deed of 
sale from 1939 fqr a 'patch 
of land in the hadaba. the 
“hump” that is now the new 
residential district; British 
tax receipts from 1943, 1944 
and 1945; and a few pages 
from Tabu showing land 
registrations by Odeh's 
father, Rashid Isiamil. > 
signed with inky thumb- , 
prints. 

The Odeh's patch of land 
in the hadaba cost 50 
Palestinian pounds in 1939. 
Single penthouse apart- 
ments are selling there now 
for upwards of 5500,000. 

Yasser Odeh is today the 
father of nine sons and 1 
three daughters. He has a 
sprawling four-story home ; 
with huge verandas and a ; 
stunning view, and a thriv- j 
ing car electronics business 
that his sons run in the gas 
station on the main road 
into Bethlehem. He says be 
would never take money for 
his family property in 
Malha. But he claims he 
would “give up everything 
just to live in a cave” where 
he was born. 

Khalil Tufakji, Faisal 
Hussein's property expert, 
is typically laconic when 
asked about an eventual 
solution. “We can’t speak 
about money,” he said. "A 
thousand Palestinian 
pounds then is probably 
worth the equivalent of $20 
now, while the new houses 
are selling for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.” 

For Ambassador 
Muasher, the solution is 
also far from clear-cut. He 
vehemently rejects an 
often-made Israeli argu- 
ment that Jews left behind 
vast amounts of prperty 
when they left the Arab 
countries to come to Israel, 
and that the mutual claims 
will in the end cancel each 
other out. “There is not a 
single Jewish house in Jor- 
dan,” he declares. "a> in 
our case, the quid pro - quo 
doesn’t work.” 

The key, to Dr. Muasher, 
is the custodian and his 
fund, built up from all the 
transactions involving 
absentees'- property since 
1948. "Where is this fund?” 
he asks, “and how large is 
it? Nobody knows.” 

He stresses that he is not 
approaching the issue in a 
confrontational spirit, and 
that he has no interest in 
scare-mongering. "A 
reasonable solution has, of 
course, to be negotiated, 
but we want the principle to 
be applied. With a peace 
rrcaty. Jordanian citizens 
should no longer be consi- 
dered absentees. Then we 
can sit down and ralk.” 

No. Dr. Muasher agreed 
good-humoredly, the well- 
heeled residents of 1990s 
Talbiah probably won't end 
up being turned onto the 
streets. And perhaps it isn't 
realistic to expea claims to 
be settled on an individual 
case-by-case basis rather 
than a government-to- 
govemmenr settlement. 

But “If the custodian is a 
real custodian, and if his 
fund is really a fund,” Dr. 
Muasher suggests, then 
there is obviously some- 
thing to talk about. 


The foreign secretary said 
Britain believed “there is an 
opportunity for a very major 
progress for peace.” 

•Before his meeting with 
Mr. Assad. Rifkind met with 
Mr. Sharaa and discussed de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess and ways to reinforce 
bilateral relations, officials 
said. 


Labour rules out early elections 


(Continued from page 1) 
lawmaker. 

Once President Ezer Weiz- 
man gives the go-ahead, Mr. 
Peres will have six weeks to 
form a new government. 

That process is not ex- 
pected to start until Sunday, 
when the traditional seven- 
day mourning period ends for 
Mr. Rabin, Cabinet Secret- 
ary Schmuel Hollander said. 

Until Mr. Peres succeeds in 
formally forming a new gov- 
ernment, he is the head of 
what Israeli law defines as an 
“interim government.” 

An interim government 
can do everything that a regu- 
lar government does, includ- 
ing proceeding with the peace 
process, Mr. Hollander said.' 

But over the long term, an 
interim government would be 
widely seen as politically ille- 
gitimate — and therefore. 


would probably have difficul- 
ty implementing controver- 
sial policies. 

Mr. Hollander added that 
the interim government has 
the advantage of being im- 
mune to no-confidence mo- 
tions in parliament. 

Mr. Weizman could ask 
any member of parliament to 
try and form a new govern- 
ment, but he is expected to 
choose Mr. Peres. 

Mr. Peres will have three 
weeks to form a coalition 
government, with up to three 
weeks of extensions. If for 
some reason he cannot form 
a government — which is not 
expected to happen — Mr. 
Weizman would assign the 
task to another parliament 
member. 

Unless Mr. Peres calls ear- 
■ly elections, his interim gov- 
ernment could serve until 
-elections in November 1996. 



conomy 


Alarm bells ringing 
: for Palestinian 
economy — Arafat 


Japan seen wary of yen’s 
falls on banking woes 


CAIRO (AFP) — PLO lead- 
er Yasser Arafat on Tuesday 
raised the alarm over the 
deteriorating economic situa- 
tion in the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

"1 am addressing you with 
a cry for help. Donor coun- 
tries have only given us a very 
small amount of what they 
pledged to provide." Mr/ 
Arafat told 80 Palestinian 
businessmen at a conference 
in Cairo. 

• . “Donor countries prom- 
ised us aid to help the Palesti- 
nian people recover from the 
ruins of the Israeli occupation 
and rebuild their infrastruc- 
ture. so they could then con- 
centrate on consolidating sta- 
bility and security," he 
added. 

- Israel had sealed off the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
for security reasons for a total 
324 days since self-rule was 
launched in Gaza and Jericho 
in May 1994, he said. 

The' closures cost the 
Palestinians $6 million a day 
by preventing people from 
getting to their jobs in' Israel 
and stopping the flow of 
goods, he said. 


Unemployment stood at 58 
per cent of the active popula- 
tion. he added. “Develop- 
ment and the creation of new 

jobs is one of our people's 
main priorities." 

“It is impossible to talk 
about regional economic pro- 
jects without emphasising the 
importance of resolving the 
economic problems of the 
Palestinians caused by the 
(Israeli) occupation." he 
stressed. 

Mr. Arafat urged Palesti- 
nian businessmen to invest in 
the self-rule areas, promising 
to give them guarantees and 
cut red tape. 

The businessmen were 
attending a conference on the 
reconstruction of the Palesti- 
nian territories which was 
organised by the Arab 
League. 

League chief Esmar Abdul 
Meguid said he hoped the 
forum would identify the 
obstacles to development and 
come up with ways to over- 
come them and encourage 
Arab private investment. 

The conference was to con- 
tinue until Thursday. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, once 
aggressive in its attempts to 
rein in the mighty yen. now 
seems worried about sharper 
falls in the currency because 
of mounting global market 
concerns about the nation's 
banking system, economists 
said. 

"There is some hesitation 
among policymakers about 
calling loudly for a further 
reversal (of the dollar) if the 
.yen's further fall reflects 
growing worries about 
Japan's banking system." a 
government economist said. 

Just a month ago. Japan 
welcomed a commitment by 
the Group of Seven nations 
to a continued reversal of the 
dollar. 

But its monetary author- 
ities have turned cautious 
since the dollar's recent re- 
covery against the yen as a 
result of banking problems, 
analysts said. 

The dollar may climb to 
106 or 107 yen, but a rise 
above 1 10 yen will raise ques- 
tions about whether such an 
exchange rate is good for the 
economy, they said. 

The dollar dosed in Tokyo 
at around 103 yen on 
Wednesday. 

Depending on how the 


Israeli business urges stability 
to protect foreign investment 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli businessmen 
urged their new leader Shi- 
mon Peres Wednesday to 
guarantee political stability 
and press on with the peace 
process to protect an unpre- 
cedented boom in foreign in- 
vestments. 

Bosses fear that the assas- 
sination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has dealt a 
severe blow to the image of 
Israel has been trying to forge 
abroad for the past three 
years. 

T “The foreign businessmen 
with whom I have talked 
were stunned, they could not 
understand how such a thing 
could happen here,” said Zvi 
Amit. the director of the 
Chambers of Commerce 
Association. 

“We are once agaion per- 
ceived as a risky country, just 
as we had succeeded in get- 
ting rid of that reputation 
over the past years,’’ he 
added. 

For Israel the stakes are 
huge. Since the launch of the 
peace process in 1993, it has 
managed to attract numerous 
multinationals to the country 
which stayed away before be- 


cause of the Arab boycott. 

Foreign investment is due 
to reach a record $1.2 billion 
this year, and last month the 
U.S. information technology 
company Intel said it would 
invest a billion dollars in the 
next three years to build a 
factory in southern Israel. 

Other groups which have 
arrived in the past months 
include Germany’s car manu- 
facturer Volkswagen, the 
British telecommunications 
company Cable and Wireless, 
and the French hotel group 
Accor. 

“These investments consti- 
tute the main economic spin- 
off of the: peace process," 
Mr. Peres said last week be- 
fore the murder. 

“Yitzhak Rabin succeeded 
in winning the trust of the 
business world and opened 
the doors to the whole 
world," said Michael Strauss, 
director of Strauss, a major 
Israeli food chain, in which 
the British-Dutch company 
Unilever has just invested 
S40 million. 

But Dov Lautman, 
appointed last year by Mr. 
Rabin as a special envoy to 
mobilise foreign business- 
men, was more optimistic. 


“The presence on Monday 
of dozens of heads of state 
and government at the funer- 
al of Yitzhak Rabin showed 
that the world is ready to 
continue to give us a 
chance," he said. 

He said Mr. Peres had to 
fulfill two conditions at all 
costs: Achieve political sta- 
bility and cany on with the 
peace process. 

The barometer of the busi- 
ness world, the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange, went into 
shock falling 3.3 per cent on 
Sunday, the day after the 
assassination. 

But it recovered on Mon- 
day and Tuesday, making up 
all of the lost ground. 

Mr. Peres also has several 
assets. Head of government 
from 1984 to 1986, and then 
finance minister, he brought 
galloping inflation to below 
20 per cent from 450 per cent 
the year before. 

The main indicators are 
also rosy, with estimated real 
growth due to reach 6.8 per 
cent this year. Unemploy- 
ment has fallen from 11.2 per 
cent in 1992 to 7.8 pet cent 
this year, while tourists are 
set to reach a record 2.2 
million in 1995. 


THE Daily Crossword by Gerald R. Ferguson 


ACROSS 
1 Mountain lake 
5 Menotti title 
character 
10 Pang 

14 Neglect 

15 Denmark's — 
Islands: var. 

16 Small group 

17 Cause for 
alarm? 

20 Gnawed 

21 Accuse 

22 Ottomans 

23 Author Kingsley 

24 Malarkey! 

25 Cried 

28 Reveal 

29 Common 
connector 

32 Tapestry 

33 Pierre's head 

34 — gin 

35 Ride out trouble 

38 Naturalness 

39 Spouse 

40 Ballroom dance 

41 Root canal man: 
abbr. 

42 “Baked in — " 

43 Purifies 

44 Certain exam: 
abbr. 

45 Zorro's wear 

46 H. Ross — 

48 No great shakes 

49 Cherry stone 
52 Safe and sound 

55 Custard tart 

56 Part of Caesar's 
declaration 

57 Nautrcal term 

58 Honor with a 
party 

59 Labor leader 
Chavez 

60 Looking up 

DOWN 

1 Forum wear 

2 Amo. 2 mas. — 

3 Bar mii’vah. 
e 9 

Utmost 

5 Filled with fear 

6 Causes severe 
injury 
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|10 11 12 13 
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129 1 30 31 


149 ISO 157 
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7 English 
composer 

8 Glutton 

9 Receiver of a 
talking-to? 

10 Wading bird 

1 1 Caroline Islands 
group 

1 2 Pitches in 

13 Diddleyand 
Jackson 

18 Entangle 

19 “Clair de— " 

23 Lessen 

24 Wash 

25 Cut wood 

26 Mountain nymph 

27 Effrontery 

28 Midler or Davis 

29 Parallel lo 

30 European 
kingdom. !c the 
natives 

31 Test cars 

23 Attribute 

34 Gaze 

36 Sharing the 
same feeling 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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37 Daze 

42 Beginning with 

43 Quarterback. 
e -9- 

44 Tending 

45 It may give you 
pause 

46 Whimper 


47 Coup d' — 

48 Sp women . 
43 — Alto. CA 

50 Dessert 

51 Pronoun 

52 Switch word 

53 Specialist 

54 Musical talent 


government handles the na- 
tion's bad loan problems, an 
unexpected fall in the yen 
may occur." said Hiroshi 
Yamamura. chief economist 
at NLI Research Institute. 

“They (monetary author- 
ities) should be concerned 
about potential risks of a 
sharp decline in the yen as a 
result of the worsening fears 
about the Japan’s bad loan 
problems, which may even- 
tually have an adverse effect 
on the economy." said Susu- 
mu Takahashi. senior eco- 
nomist at Japan Research In- 
stitute Ltd. 

Mounting worries about 
the banking system may 
prompt a stock market de- 
cline and further, restrain 
bank lending to corporations, 
offsetting any benefit a weak- 
er yen would have on the 
economy, he said. 

Economists and currency 
dealers said Japan's monet- 
ary authorities are now focus- 
ing more on maintaining a 
stable dollar/yen rate rather 
than on pushing the dollar up 
artificially through dollar- 
buying intervention. 

They said Bank of Japan 
dollar-buying intervention 
had slowed recently. 

Tokyo dealers said the dol- 


lar will not lose ground easi- 
ly, because worries about 
Japan's banking system were 
discouraging currency traders 
from aggressively holding yen 
assets. 

The dollar rose as high as 
104.05 yen on Monday in 
Tokyo, compared with a level 
of around 100 yen in early 
October. 

The goal of monetary au- 
thorities now appeared to be 
to promote corporate capital 
investment by having a stable 
dollar/yen rate at around cur- 
rent levels, analysts said. 

They said a further 
weakening of the yen would 
undermine ongoing com- 
pany efforts to shift produc- 
ts overseas to reduce costs. 

Currency dealers said mar- 
ket concerns about Japan's 
banking problems appeared 
to have subsided somewhat 
after intensifying on last 
week’s news that troubled 
Daiwan Bank Ltd had been 
ordered to shut down its U.S. 
operations. 

“But although those con- 
cerns have subsided recently, 
the dollar may shoot up to 
110 yen if any big financial 
problem sufraces," said 
Noriyuki Takano, vice presi- 
dent at Chase Manhattan 


Tourism booms 
in Bahrain 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain received $500 mil- 
lion from tourism last year; 
almost four times than in 
1993, officials said in remarks 
published Wednesday. 

The Arab Gulf archipelago 
is now launching a worldwide 
campaign to boost tourism 
revenue to $800 million by 
the year 2000, the officials 
told the English-language 
newspaper Gulf Daily News. 

A total of 2,582,895 tour- 
ists visited Bahrain, account- 
ing for more than half of the 
five million tourists recorded 
in all six Arab Gulf countries. 
A total of 649,493 of the 
visitors to Bahrain were from 
outside the Gulf. 


“Tbe total revenue earned 
was $500 million, which is a 
very promising figure and will 
increase in the coming 
years," Sheikh Khalifa Ibn 
Abdallah Khalifa, a tourism 
department official, said. 

Bahrain earned $130 mil- 
lion from tourism in 1993. 

Sheikh Khalifa said most 
tourists only made short sto- 
povers but that officials 
would try to encourage them 
to stay longer. 

Citizens of the five other 
Gulf states — Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — visit Bahrain often as 
.Gulf, nationals do not need 
visas each other's countries. 
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“I’m walking two miles every day— 
but all you can do is find fault!” 


Peanuts 


SO YOU RE REALLY 
GOING TO THE MOON. 


I'M SVRPRI5EP 




Andy Cap 
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Yeltsin names new 
central bank chief 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin fired his 
tough reformist interim cen- 
tral bank chairwoman 
Tatyana Paramonova and 
named a new interim chair- 
man Wednesday, the Krem- 
lin said in a statement. 

The Kremlin appeared to 
hope its new choice. Alexan- 
der Khandruyev. would have 
a better chance of winning 
confirmation in the State 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, than Ms. Para- 
monova. who was named in 
October 1994 but never con- 
firmed. 

But Western experts said 
Mr. Khandruyev was unlikely 
to follow in the monetarist 
footsteps of Mr. Paramono- 
va, whose strict regulatory, 
policies were opposed by the 
commercial banks and the 
Duma. 

Mr. Khandruyev’s belief in 
tight monetary policy and 
stable currency rates “is 
tiny," said one Western ex- 
pert, who asked not to be 
named. 

Yeltsin economics adviser 
Alexander Livshits said: “I 
think Khandruyev is an ex- 
perienced person who has 
good contacts with the leg- 
islative branch." 

. “Now it’s up to the Duma 
to decide." he was quoted as 
saying by Echo Moscow 
radio. 

Mr. Khandruyev, 50, met 
with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin immediately 
after being named interim 
chairman, the central bank 
said. 

Mr. Khandruyev headed 
the committee on economic 
reform at the end of the 
Soviet Union, working along- 
side Grigory Yavlinsky, 
among other prominent free 
market reformers, the central 
bank said. 

The following year, follow- 
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, he became deputy 


Unscramble these four Aimbfes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TOGAL 


eUBMmtMtBi 

NUMOD 


YATAPH 


MESORK 


Answer here: A 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mta Argirion 
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THEY CALLEP 
THE TALKATIVE 
MECHANIC THIS. 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jumbles: AVAIL PROBE NIBBLE GASKET 
t Answor Mom cPd this with hor now dryer — 

GAVE JT A SPIN 


I HOPE YOU REALIZE 
THAT WHEN YOU GET ® 
THERE. YOU'RE GOINS § 
TO BE ALL ALONE.. I 
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chairman of the Russian Fed- 
eration's central bank. 

Ms. Paramonova, 45. was 
named interim chairwoman 
and Mr. Khandruyev, firset 
deputv chairman after Mr. 
Yeltsin fired Viktor Gerash- 
chenko as chairman in the 
wake of “Black Tuesday" in 
October last year, when the 
rouble fell by 21 per cent in a 
day. 

But Ms. Paramonova, the 
first woman to hold the post, 
was repeatedly turned down 
by the Duma despite Mr. 
Yeltsin’s firm backing, partly 
because of Russia's macho 
political hierarchy, but main- 
ly because of her rigorous 
policies. 

She didn’t act demurely 
enough as a female and she's 
taken a tough line on banks." 
said a Wesiem economic ex- 
pert. “She sees her job as 
promoting a stable currency, 
not defending tbe interests of 
the banking sector.” 

Mr. Khandruyev “blows 
with the wind. He's not a 
dinosaur and he’s not directly 
beholden to the banking sys- 
tem,” the expert said. “But if 
he turns out to be as much a 
Rock of Gibraltar as Para- 
monova I’d be very pleasant- 
ly surprised." 

Alexander Sagryadski. an 
analyst at the Association of 
Russian Banks, said Mr. 
Khandruyev’s nomination as 
interim rather than full chair- 
man was not welcomed by 
the commercial banks be- 
cause it did not create stabil- 
ity. 

“The central bank must 
have a permanent leader be- 
cause the central bank... i$ an 
independent body, auton- 
omous from the govern- 
ment," he said. 

There was no guarantee 
that Mr. Yeltsin would quick- 
ly submit Mr. Khandruyev 
before the Duma, rather than 
keep him on as interim chair- 
man. economists said. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY.' 

NOVEMBER 9, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If 
you cry a different angle .with 
older persons today, you can 
now solve a difficulty with thou 
more easily at tins tune. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get your outside tasks, handed 
rigorously and efficiently in the 
daytime today then pursue your 
personal goals later tonight. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21} 
Study carefully a letter from afar 
since it can be of real assistance 
to you for your success and later 
today get tbe backing of a big- 
wig. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get your books of 
account more streamlined so that 
they will be easier to handle, 
then later today study into new 
activities. 

LEO :(July 22 to August 21) Get 
agreements wound up in the 
morning today with partners and 
then get right to activities on 
your side of tbe matters. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Labours 
should be very easy to handle 
in the morning today, then 
you can confer with outride 
partners and plan the future 
better. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Show more 
cooperation for your mate 
and get good results, then get 
right 10 tbe activities ahead of 
you and accomplish a good 
deal. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Even if you 
are out m business today, it is ' 
well to keep your mind on 
home and family, then later 
tonight you can enjoy amuse- 
ments with loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get com- 
munications acknowledged in 
a novel way during the morn- 
ing today and then later 
tonight handle family matters 
well. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Study your 
property for needed improve- 
ments and then later today 
study pamphlets, brochures 
which can give you good’ 
ideas. '■ 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to 
February 19) You have fine 
ideas for making progress 
and should follow your own 
inclinations at this time. Im- 
prove all your practical, 
affairs. .. . . iiV 

-PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Come to right 
decision about future benefits 
early In the day today and 
then take any health treat- 
ments you may need. 

Birthstone of November Topaz 
— Tiger's Eye 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 10, 1995 

ARIES; (Man* 21 to April 19) 
Get busy at duties of a personal 
or business nature and get modi 
accomplished today. Then later 
carry through with promises you 
have made. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You had better make a note of 
what you want your friends to do 
for you today so that yon win not 
forget them and you can get 
much accomplished. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
You have fine ideas for tbe daw 
ahead, but you have to get tight 
down to specifics if you are to pot 
them in operation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is a good day today 
to handle credit and dvic affairs.' 
Plan that trip you have in mbri 
and count the cost as well - 

LEO :(JuIy 22 to August 21).ff 
you take your mate for granted 
today, you will have to pay foe 
the privilege later 00 tonight. Be 
more attentive then ever. 

VJRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Listening to ideas of 
outside associates today will beta - 
ypu to understand the overall 
picture very well for a new pro- 
ject now. 

UBRA:-( September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are addicted to 
neatness and punctuality andean 
apply s uch to whatever your in-, 
terests are at this time for you to 
be successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try to be en- 
couraging with fellow associates 
and come to a better understand- 
ing with them to gain coopera- 
tion towards completion of a new 
project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You can add a 
touch of genius to whatever 
career activities you are doing 
today and gain greater benefits 
•for the future ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Discuss some ne* 
angle with associates today winch 
you think would be very benefi- 
cial and successful for yon in the 
future. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study how to make 
your assets grow today, but do 
not take any foolish rates which 
could spell disaster. Take care of 
r *pairs on tbe bomeffoot. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Have discussions with, out- 
side allies today and come to a 
fine meeting of minds, Greater, 
progress is possible for you in the 
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Lebanese investment fund created 


BEIRUT (R) — A Beirut 
finance house has announced 
the creation of a Lebanese 
international investment fund 
aimed at private investors. 

Capita! Investment Ser- 
vices (CIS) said it will launch 
the international Lebanese 
investment account on Dec. 
15 in cooperation with Royal 
Bank of Canada Investment 
Management (U.K.) Limited 
(RBCIM) in London. 

The hind's initial target is 
$25 million, a CIS source told 
Roofers. 

It will initially invest up to 
15 per cent in the Lebanese 
fixed income and equities 
market and the rest in high 
quality securities in the Un- 
ited. States. Europe. Japan, 
Britain, the Far East and 
Latin America, the source 
said. 

Lebanese investments will 
be managed by CIS and inter- 


national investments by 
RBCIM, which will open and 
administer the account. 

“This is the first structured 
product in which you can 
invest in Lebanese equities 
and fixed income securities 
together with a basket of 
international fixed income 
and securities." the CIS 
source said. 

“It is aimed at internation- 
al investors who want expo- 
sure in Lebanon in a diversi- 
fied portfolio and at 
Lebanese investors who want 
exposure in the international 
markets." he added. 

All assets within each 
account will be registered in 
the name of RBCIM's 
nominee company and held 
in custody by the bank apart 
from Lebanese shares which 
will be held in safe custody by 
Middear SAL, the Lebanese 
clearing house. 
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1.17 
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4.04 

4.00 

6.00 
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JJ.IS 
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0-ZS 
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5.50 

5. SO 

5.50 
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5.31 

9.100 
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Bid 
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UJL Dollar 

L 0-7000 

0.7100 

Stetflag Fat*.! 

1.1177 

1.l«3 

Arattriw Mark 

0.4919 

0.5014 

Enin Trane 

_ _ 0.6205 

_^4f34 

Franck Franc « - 

0-144 1 

0.1455 

JafWHM Y*a' 

0.6140 

0.4494 

DuUM CMdkr 

0.44S7 

0.4479 

S«ide Krone 

•*•»« 


llafiaa Lin* 

0.0444 

0.0446 

MUm Franc 
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Contact 

Ud 

Offer 

BekaM Ulnar 

1.1670 

7.4710 

Ulurn Lira* 

. 0.043545 

0.044375 

Saadi Kir* 

0.1145 

0.1494 

KmeU Iter . 

i.3070 

- f .3470 

QaUrt Upd 

0.1937 

- 0 * 1945 

■lyfilni Towd 

o.voo 

0 . 2(00 

Omani Wjal 

J. 43,50 

1.1410 

UAE DMant 

0.1922 

0.193J- 

Orark Drachma* 

0.2775 

0.3145 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rales for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


13578/88 

1.4142/52 

1.5840/50 

1.1392/02 

29.07/11 

4.8774/24 

1588.7/0.2 

1023636 

6.6600/00 

6.2310/60 

5.4798/98 

1.4130/40 

0.7496/01 

7.7330/40 


One sterling SI .5818/28 
One ounce of gold S384.80385.30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


Acer achieves double 
quality recognition 


ACER Computer (M.E.) Ltd., has received the .highly 
prestigious IaO 


1J0 1 ' 

fio ven*^ 


„ 9002 and EQNet Certifications for out- 
standing quality in their distribution, sales, production and 
servicing operations in the Middle East region. Procedures 
for the certifications began in November 1994 following the 
commencement of Acer's production operations in the 
Jebd Ali Free zone id July 1994. Acer developed a detailed 
and complex quality systems and procedures manual 
covering elements of business relevant to ISO 9002 and 
EQNet standards and put the refined systems and proce- 
dures into action. On the Oct. 5. 1995. ISO auditors from 
Brussels and the UAJE conducted the final audit which met 
fully all the ISO 9002 requirements. This quality approval 
also allowed Acer to apply for EQNet — the European 
network for quality systems assessment and certification, a 
puteraship of 21 European and other international non 
profit third party certification bodies, each a national 
leader in quality system certifications. This prestigious 
certification was also granted. 


CIS Chairman Khali) Kika- 
no was formerly a vice- 
president of Royal Bank ‘of 
Canada based in London 
with responsibility for 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. 


In the past two years CIS 
has become one of the most 
active investment houses on 
the reemerging Beirut, 

It has been instrumental in 
launching several financial 
products and investment 


vehicles, working on major 
issues with local and interna- 
tional institutions including 
Credit Lyonnais Liban, Ban- 
que Indosuez and Banque 
Lihanon-Francaise, and Pari- 
bas Capital Markets. 


AUMXM VXNM7CI1SL 
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company- s make 


muj un pie 

Jordan national bamx 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 
INDUSTRIAL. DEVELOPMENT BANK 
7VX MOUSING SANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN QULy BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BASK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN XNVKSTMKNT C. FTHAlfCB BARK 
Amman bank for investment 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BAICK. 
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K £ 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 
ARAB THTERXATIOKAX. HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
UNITED KIDDLE EAST A COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 
SARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 
UNION LAND DKVKIOPMKPT COW. 
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7000 

a«44 

5401 
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SO 
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m»n. 
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2BB06 

240.600 240.000 

0425 

4.450 

4.470 

8410 

1.200 

1.200 

8266 

2.400 

2.400 

10669 

4.400 

4.430 

638 

2.7BO 

2.750 

126U39 

1 . ICiO 

1.150 

1269 

3.630 

3.630 

7245 

3.360 

j .350 

26498 
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3.750 

19S15 

1.000 

.980 

89832 

1.030 

1.600 

318826 
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4S385 

1.040 

1.640 

41V71 

5.750 

8.700 
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2.500 

2.550 
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2.320 

2.290 

2438 

3.290 

3.730 

5960 

1.280 

1.260 

3186 

1.060 

1.07O 
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THE JORDAN CXMKNT 7ACTOHl££ 

9765 

35446 

3.630 

3.830 

JORDAN Vt«S3S1»T», MI HU 

1836 

5498 

3.000 

3.000 

TUB ARAB POTASH 

50 

248 

4.<tt0 

4.950 

JORDAN PBTRDLKUM HRrlHXRjf 

370 

3487 

9.370 

9.370 

TUB INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ ACRT CULTURAL 

230 

075 

3.650 

3.500 

AKA1 PHARMACEUTICAL KAHUFlVCIURINC 

4190 

19397 

4.700 

4.670 

JORDAN DAIRY 

186 

393 

2.620 

3.520 

THE JORDAN PIPES MAMUr ACTOR UK 

230 

608 

2.430 

2.430 

spimrxiK e mutviHc 
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2786 

1.750 

1.770 

RAPIA INDUSTRIES 
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2.290 

7.270 
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4350 

7.000 

6.950 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

310900 

211S52 

.&80 

.680 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

3450 

4830 

1.400 

3.400 

NATIONAL 8 TEEL INDUSTRY 

1100 

2253 

2.050 

2.030 

NATIONAL INDUSTRY EE 

7100 

2210 

1.060 

1.060 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO -CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

1000 

1760 

1.790 

1.780 

JORDAN SULPHO' CHEMICALS 

2200 

2790 

1.290 

1.270 

CRUVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

1100 

3464 

3.160 

3.150 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

2150 

4093 

1.900 

3.900 

JORDAN mw CAEL8 COMPANY 

3700 

*645 

1.550 

1.520 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO b CIGARETTES 

9150 

12993 

1.430 

1.420 

UNION CHEMICAL 6 VBQATZABLE UZI. XHDUSXRX 
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606 

*1.980 

2.040 
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745270 INDEX NUMBER: 156.76 
CHANOK I -0.121 


HO. OK TRADED SHARES ZN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 




Jordon to connect electricity 
network with East Jerusalem 

** TECHNICAL STUDIES will begin 
shortly on connecting East Jerusalem to the 
Jordanian electrical network on part of the 
support that' Jordan will provide to the 
Palestinian National Authority. The tender 
for the project is expected to be awarded in 
1997, the minister of energy and mineral 
resources, Samih Darwzeh, told a press meet- 
ing. The minister said Jordan had agreed to a 
Palestinian request to support electricity to 
the Palestinian areas and to help set up an 
internal electricity network that would be- 
come independent from the Israeli electrical 
network. Mr. Darwazeh said Jordan will also 
supply the Palestinian National Authority 
with oil and petroleum products from sources 
other than Iraq as the agreement with Bagh- 
dad does not permit exporting oil imported 
from Iraq. 

The minister unveiled a government plan to 
dispose nuclear and radioactive waste at 
Suwaqa. He said that 40 local industries in 
Jordan misuse nuclear and radioactive mate- 
rials used for peaceful purpose and, as such, 
negatively affect the lives of people and the 
environment. Other users of these materials 
are hospitals and doctors. Mr. Darwazeh said 
the buildings to be set up at Shafa Badran will 
comprise laboratories and offices for the 
management of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency while the dump she at Suwa- 
qa will be built of concrete. 

Another topic covered by the minister was 
the increase in electrical consumption which 
was growing at a 12 per cent annual rate. He 
said, there was no intention at present to raise 
electricity charges although studies are being 
conducted to increase the charges in the 
future on industries and on households with 
rate of consumption. 

Mr. Darwazeh said Japanese experts are 
currently laying down studies to provide gas 
to houses,' industries and companies via 
underground pipes. “The Jordanian citizen 
will enjoy this accomplishment after seven 
years,” he pointed out (AJ Dustour + Al 
Ra'i). 

Today’s dish: Chicken 

*tr ☆ SLAUGHTERED and cleaned, chicken 


is selling at 650 fils to 700 fils a kilogramme at 
private poultry shops, nearly 150 fils below 
the official price set by Ministry of Supply- 
Sources at the Ministry of Agriculture said 
most poultry farms have dumped their chick- 
en into the market as winter approached. As 
such, the market. is oversupplied beyond the 
consumption level. The volume of chicken put 
on the market is more than 900,000 chicken, 
and fanners expect the price to go as low as 
600 fils a kilogramme in the coming few days 
(Al Aswaq) 

Projects needing investments 

Ittit THE INVESTMENT Promotion Depart- 
ment is presenting 225 investment projects in 
the industrial, agricultural, mining and touris- 
tic fields. These projects carry a total invest- 
ment of JD 290.5 million and can provide 
7,663 employment opportunities. In the area 
of food industry die department has 15 
projects capitalised at JD 4.7 million and 
creating 132 job opportunities. Other projects 
are: 

— 17 in the chemical sector requiring JD 14 
million capital and providing 202 employment 
openings. 

— 15 in clothing industries needing JD 4.25 
million capital and creating 305 jobs; 

— 11 leather industries for a JD 2.65 
million capital and 185 jobs; 

— 18 in engineering industries carrying JD 
9.2 million capital and offering 502 jobs; 

— 15 in construction industries at a JD 10.5 
million total capital with 253 job opportuni- 
ties; 

— 14 in plastic and rubber industries for a 
total capital of JD 7.5 million and 268 jobs; 

— 15 in packing and packaging. Capital JD 
2.7 million. Number of jobs 121; 

— 15 in food industries, capital JD 4 
million. Number of jobs 126; 

— 15 in mining industries. Capital JD 14.2 
million. Number of jobs 400. 

— 15 in medical supplies, capital JD 9.6 
million. Number of jobs 243; 

— 15 in furniture and wood industries. 
Capita] JD 18.7 million. Number of jobs 687; 

— 15 in perfume and beauty products. 
Capital JD 7.5 million. Number of jobs 460; 

— 15 in the agricultural sector. Capital JD 

1.175 million. Number of join 201. 

— 15 m the tourism sector capital JD 79.5 
number of jobs 3,478 (Al Ra’i). 





DAJANI 

J E IV ELLERS 


, i : ;.Gems of the world . All .birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^arde^Amiwi^' 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

in Urn Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tet 810605, 810G09, 810520 



STUDIO 

Profcafonal __ 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film ct 
oar shop and get> 

• JUMBO pbmtm 
*Q% taiyv 

Fret •■/arft- 
aOxMcm 



A SECURE 

Motel 

Swelflyeh 



f.O.TELl 
^■SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

flat .o. tel 

4 IjiUn A 4-aJbkYI 

iojjai (jjLu 4jfSjL*8 

863944 - 816690 





IANAHEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RJENTT 


Deluxe Villas 
l&APFOftmenfe 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

j The Best Cooking, 

' Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere (in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna | 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - 900 pjnt 
MOO - 11X0 pjn. 


& 


IK 


jnKeHWftii nuuMEW. 
CHINESE RUTftQIlANT 


Take iwiy b wIInJMo 

Stmt M-Arab Strfri 
dm UMiaft CbmntreW G*n*» 

TeL- 881174 



Nofihoz 


’ European StMfci & ChfckMi 
’ MUda Eastern Sttti 

• Ptaa & Snacto 

* Hamburgers 
'Mfltzza, Salad* 

'Aiyria 

Tel: 642830 

Jabal Amman. 3id Cin*a 




a A N A » 771 
TECHNICAL I 
*ETAL W 0 RK s 

Suppliers of high 
quality welding 
machines, 
electrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 

Move a opecht end 
f uttymqut ppmd 
mcHmv fet 
mMumikr 
F ax Ra. 750208-787830 
Tel Ha. 750208-787830 
Cdhbr IImm lb. 0 7 « 4 S 3 0 
i— «-Jalii 

G—*l Much; SAW BAHRU 


&0d£cU4*U2*t£ 


1 Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
A Sushi 


For Res. 812907 - 314118 
-Mecca Sf, Daoud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

trand Unfurnished 3 
1— 

O Q 

U- Villas apartments 


gand office Space <i[ 
cc ca 

0T0 Suit-all Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



, _ 605843*090157 | 

RAMO A TV STATION RoJ 


Abdoun - Te! : 819564 
"obii Phone ’(072) 29339 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
[Rental Simple 


Shmemni 
Tel 693399 


M.uu iu \. al\Li\'i \ S'.itt' 

francesco 

smalto 

Pons 

Mew'd. Wean. 


u'.S Feraud - Rmmca 
Ccninercioi Center GF. 
n‘. • Uthoina • Tel: 664721 



ASSARAYA 

Rent a car 


Head Office 

TaL 06 • 68 47 71 Fm. 68 49 73 
Aqaba Office 

Tel 03-31 62 65 Fax. 3162 65 
Emergency Call 24 Houis 
079 - 21526 

P.O.Box 350 Amman 11831 Jordan 
ShmisanL King Abduflah Gardens 


P y HiNARi 


f.d3J6S3, 

d 89 



WET AND DRY 

VACUUM cleaner 

AGENTS: AL MAN AM - TeL 6 1 3097 


juzuor 

MaxMara 

SPORTMffi 

Sandra 

Boutique 
Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 
Tel. 647800 


{^mi^HrsfMkmCookian 



j* » » ♦ *. 

^ Conim < Slm Chef 

Jum Doncini 
Jjunch & ^Dinner 


654201-654500 
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Lille bids for 2004 Games I sports in brief 


PARIS ( AFP) — The French 
National Olympic Committee 
Tuesday chose the northeast- 
ern city of Lille as its candi- 
date for the 2004 Summer 
Games. 

Lille, which unveiled a 8.1 
billion franc (1.7 billion dol- 
lar) provisional budget, was 
chosen 15-13 in a secret ballot 
of committee members over 
Lyon in the southeast which 
had also wanted to stage the 
money-spinning games. 

‘ Mayor Pierre Maurov. a 
former French prime minis- 
ter. said that France should 
now reunite behind his city to 
ensure that they beat tough 


foreign competition to stage 
the games. 

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) deadline 
for bids is January 10 and the 
IOC will fix a short-list of 
four or five sites by April 1. 
1997. A host city will be 
announced on September 7. 
1997. 

The next two Olympics will 
be held in Atlanta. Georgia 
next year and in Sydney. 
Australia in the year 2000. 

Other venues interested in 
staging the 2004 games are: 
Cape Town, South Africa: 
Istanbul, Turkey: St. Peter- 
burg. Russia: Seville. Spain; 


Rome; Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts; Osaka, Japan; 
Buenos Aires: Rio De 
Janeiro. Brazil. San Juan. 
Puerto Rico and Stockholm. 

The Chinese Olympic 
Committee said lasr month 
they may propose the south- 
ern city of Guangzhou and 
not Beijing, which was 
beaten to the 2000 Games in 
Sydney. 

France has previously 
staged two Summer Olympics 

— Paris in 1900 and 1924 — 
and three Winter Olympics 

— Chamonix in 1924. Greno- 
ble in 1968 and Albertville in 
1992. 


Ivanisevic upset in Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW (AP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic suffered a stunning 
straighi-sets loss to unseeded 
Shuzo Matsuoka in the open- 
ing round of the Kremlin Cup 
tennis tournament Tuesday, 
ending his hopes of making 
the ATP Championships. 

"Today I was just a piece 
of garbage," said the second- 
seeded Croat, whose recent 
slump has dropped him to 
No. 9 in the world rankings. 

Ivanisevic had been bat- 
tling Thomas Enqvist for the 
eighth ranking ana final qual- • 
ifying spot in the year-end 
ATP tour world cham- 
pionships. beginning Nov. 14 
in Frankfort, Germany. He 


came to Moscow needing a 
win and an early exit by the 
Swede at this week’s tourna- 
ment in Srocholm. 

But this booming serve 
failed him against Matsuoka 
of Japan, and numerous un- 
forced errors contributed to a 
7-6 (7-5) 6-4 upset. 

Ivanisevic said he liked the 
fast surface in Moscow’s in- 
door Olympic stadium but 
lost his confidence long ago, 
blaming that partly on a 
change in coaches. 

The 28-year-old Matsuoka, 
Japan's top player, came to 
Moscow ranked just 62nd in 
the world. He wifi face Carl 
Uwe-Steeb of Germany in 
the second round. 


Two other seeds joined 
Ivanisevic on the list of first- 
round upsets. Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia defeated No. 5 
Jan Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands. 4-6, 7-5. and Russia's 
Andrei Olhovskiy downed 
No. 7 Renzo Furlan of Italy, 
7-6 (7-3). 6-3. 

Third-seeded Marc Rosset 
of Switzerland eliminated the 
tournament's only remaining 
American, Jeff Tarango. 7-6 
(7-5), 7-6 (7-2). 

Defending champion and 
No. 6 seed Alexander Voikov 
of Russia, a notorious slow 
starter in tournaments, ral- 
lied to beat Lionel Roux of 
France 4-6. 7-6 (7-3), 6-0. 



THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNDP) 

AND 

THE UNITED NATIONS FUND 
FOR POPULATION ACTIVITIES (UNFPA) 


seek qualified Jordanian professionals for two vacant posts as National 
Programme Officers in their Amman office. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is a multisectoral funding 
agency active in a broad spectrum of fields relevant to Jordan's socio-economic 
development as defined by the Jordanian Government's priorities. Among 
UNDP's Current priority areas are (a) human development with particular 
emphasis on poverty reduction and creation of employment, (bl environmental 
protection and .natural resource management, (c) technical support to improve 
Jordan's international competitiveness. 

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is the U.N. system's primary 
funding agency in the field of population and development strategies (e.g. 
demography, population statistics) ; reproductive health, Including family 
welfare/family planning, and advocacy. 


The National Programme Officers in UNDP and UNFPA will, within the respective 

mandate of these two institutions, have the following general duties and 

responsibilities: 

- to analyze Jordan's national policies and priorities based on available 
socio-economic data and prepare relevant back-ground papers and reports; 

- to identify Jordan's technical assistance needs and develop programme/project 
proposals for inclusion in UNDP's/UNFPA's Country Programmes for Jordan; 

- to appraise programme/project proposals in close dialogue with the responsible 
government agencies and the Jordanian beneficiaries in the population at 
large: 

- to monitor on-going projects through field visits and regular reporting, and to 
facilitate project implementation through supportive interventions and close 
follow-up: and through supportive interventions and close follwo-up; and 

- prepare programme management plans and carry out financial management of 
projects, including budgeting and expenditure forecasts. 


- a post-graduate university degree, perferably in one of the soda! sciences (e.g. 
economics, public administration, sociology) or in a technical discipline 
relevant to socio-economic development; 

- at least three and at most twelve years of relevant professional experience in 
government service, in academic institutions, in non-governmental 
organizations and/or in community-based development/social work; 

- full oral proficiency in Arabic and English and excellent drafting / 
conceptualization skills in both languages; 

- highly developed inter-cultural and inter-personal skills that enable the applicant 
to (a) feel fully at ease among and work closely with people of different races, 
cultures, political or religious orientations; (b) participate effectively in team 
work: and (c) be highly sensitive to and supportive of gender concerns: 

- ether qualifications that will be considered important extra assets : (a) computer 
literacy, particularly knowledge of and routine in the use of word processing; (b) 
Strong public presentation and communication skills, and (c) knowledge of a 
third United Nations language. 

Candidates are requested to submit their application (inci. a complete curriculum 
vitae) no later than 23 November 1995 in a sealed envelope clearly marked "NPO 
Application" to 

UNDP or UNFPA. P.O. Box 35286, Amman 1 1 180 

or deliver it by hand to the receptionist in the UNDP/UNFPA office. Hirbawi 
Building. Obacfah Ibn Al-Samit Street Shmeisani, Amman . All applications will be 
treated in the strictest confidence. 


Ferguson thanks fans for jail 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Jailed Scotland and Everton foot- 
baller Duncan Ferguson has thanked Everton fans for their 
support during what he describes as “the most difficult 
period of my life." Speaking to the Liverpool Echo from 
his prison cell, Ferguson said: "I have been overwhelmed 
by the fantastic support I have received from Everton faro 
everywhere. “It has helped keep my spirits up and I feel it 
is important to tell people just how much those messages 
have helped lift my spirits.” he added. The striker also 
revealed he has been keeping in touch with Everton's 
results and said: “I have a radio and wait anxiously to hear 
our results. I did not realise just how much I would miss 
football.” 

U.N. sets record 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The United Nations broke 
its own record Tuesday, with an unprecedented 161 
countries backing a resolution on building peace through 
sport. The 185-member General Assembly approved the 
resolution without a vote. It calls for a truce during the 
Olympics and cooperation between the United Nations and 
the International Olympic Committee in promoting peace 
and equality. On Monday, U.S. gold medal gymnast Bart 
Conner said that brealdng the record in sponsorship would 
be “truly an Olympic feat of the first order.” Conner won 
two gold medals in the 1994 Olympics. The previous U.N. 
record was set in 1990. when 158 nations backed a 
resolution admitting the African state of Namibia into the 
United Nations. 


Camacho defeats Danny Chavez 

CHESTER. West Virginia (AP) — Hector Camacho, 
capitalising on his jab and foot speed, won his 13th straight 
bout Tuesday night with a unanimous decision over Danny 
Chavez in a 10-round welterweight fight. Camacho, 33, was 
awarded every round but one on the three judges' 
scorecards at mountaineer racetrack and gaming resort. He 
won by scores of 100-90 and 99-91. Camacho used his jab in 
the first three rounds to keep Chavez away, before getting 
more aggressive with body shots. He kept Chavez off 
balance throughout, adoptly avoiding combinations. 
Camacho of Orlando, Florida, fast lost in January 1994 to 
International Boxing Federation welterweight champion 
Felix Trinidad. Camacho is now 57-3 with 27 knockouts 
and holds the welterweight title of the fringe International 
Boxing Council. Chavez, 29, of Petaluma, California, 
drops to 25-6-1 with 11 knockouts. 

Graf struggles on in silence 

PHILADELPHIA (AFP) — World number one Steffi 
Graf refused to answer questions on her private life here on 
Tuesday after struggling to a second round 2-6, 6-4, 6-2 win 
over American Amy Frazier at the Philadelphia WTA 
tournament. “I’ve got a week and a half of tennis left this 
year, so can we just talk about tennis,” said the 26-year- 
old. A recent article in German magazine Dcr Spiegel 
claimed Graf was often beaten by ber father Peter, who is 
currently in prison facing tax evasion charges after the 
players* finances were investigated. Graf has been beaten 
just once in 40 games this season. 

Leeds confident of landing Brolin 

LONDON (R) — English Premier League side Leeds will 
open talks on Thursday with Italina jdub Parma in a.bid to 
agree a fee for Sweden striker Tomas BroiliUi Heipassecfa-i 
medical at Leeds’ headquarters on Tuesday before return- 
ing to Sweden to consider the move. Brolin, who has not 
played for the joint serie a leaders this season after 
breaking his ankle, has already rejected offers from three 
rival Italian clubs. Leeds believe Brolin and Ghanian Tony 
Yeboah could form an exciting international strikforce. , 
Brolin firs shot to prominence in the 1990 World Cup finals : 
in Italy and was then instrumental in Sweden's progress to I 
the semifinals of the 1992 European Championship finals. 




ftiirng ft Bulls' Michael Jordan (front! is 
knocked off balance as he steals a pass 
intended for Toronto Raptors' Zan Tabak 


(rear) in the first quarter of their NBA game in 
Chicago* November 7. Chicago woo 117 to 108 
(Reuters photo) 


Suns rally to defeat Knicks 


NEW YORK (AP) — Way- 
man Tisdale scored 10 of 
Phoenix's first 13 points of 
the fourth quarter and 
finished with IS as the Suns 
rallied to defeat the New 
York Knicks 102-94 Tuesday 
night. 

With the victory, the Suns 
avoided starting the season 
0-3 for the first time since 
1985-86. when they got off to 
an 0-9 beginning. 

•In coach Don Nelson's 
Garden debut, the Knicks led 
by as many as 13 points in the 
third quarter, but got off to a 
bad shooting start in the final 
period against a big Phoenix 
lineup of Tisdale, Charles 
Barkley and A.C. Green in 
the frontcourt. 

Tisdale’s fifth field goal of 
the period put the Sdh$ Ahead 
83-82 with 7:28 to play; After 
Charles Smith tied it with a 
free throw. Barkley, who 
finished with 27 points, made 
a series of strong plays to 
secure the Suns’ victory. 

Patrick Ewing led the 
Knicks with 25 points, but 
missed five of six shots in the 
final quarter. ’ 


Nets 104, Trail Blazers 84: In for the first time since 1989 . 

East Rutherford. New and for only the second time 
Jersey. Armon Gilliam in their NBA history. The 
scored 16 points and grabbed Cavaliers, winless in three 
II rebounds and New / -sey games this season, lost their 
used an early burst to uifeat fourth consecutive home 
Portland. opener. 

With reserves Vem Flem- Ricky Pierce scored 22 
ing and Jayson Williams points off the bench for Indi- • 
sparking the offense, the ana. 

Nets went on a 22-6 burst to Tinibenro , ves 93 Lakers 92; 
turn a four-point deficit into a , n Minneapolis, Sean Rooks’ 

itr -* creey 3 50 made one of two free throws 

held the Trail Blazers score- with .15. 5 seconds left as Min- 
less for a stretch of 5: 1 1 in the nesota's first ^ of lhe Ka . 
opening period during the son came in its home opener. 

j Rookie Kevin Garnett, 

1 ■ ^°^ J . nson . ,ed just five months out of high 

hh' H W rJ e school’ also helped spark the 

kw R un iZ.^ 6 t{L - 1 3 fn Wolves - from an 11-point 

7 MWrh°n\>L third-quarter deficit. He had 

mnISS • eight points, five rebounds • 

- ■ afld ™ 26 tn fci. 

Ej? - - notes, his longest outing, and 


Christofle - Only one quality - the best 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
officer of Christofle Com- 
pany, Maurizio Borletti. 
Tuesday inaugurated a new 
wing at Abu Shaqra Trad- 
ing Company’s Bayader 
Wadi Seer branch, with dip 
play of exquisite tableware . 

7n 1995, on the eve of the 
twenty-first century, there 
are only a few companies of 
international renown in 
France which have sue-, 
cccdcd in handing down a 
corporate culture, a tradi- 
tion. a skill, and heritage 
through six generations of 
the same family: Christofle 
is one such company. The 
founder Charles Christofle 
was born in 1805 and 
Maurizio Borletti. the cur-, 
rent chief executive officer 
of Soddtd Christofle. was 
bom in 1967 . 

Over that span of time 
unfolded the saga of Christ- 
ofle: the adventure of six 
generations of dedicated, 
inventive craftsmen who, 
for almost two hundreds 
years, have understood, 
and adapted their design to 
the changes in the lifestyle 
of their times. This is the 
story which is told here 
after. 

Charles Christofle he* 
came the official supplier to 
King Louis-Philippe and 
the Royal family, making 
” silver plate.” hitherto a 
craftsman’s trade, into a 
new industry in France. As 
yet. be had no idea that his 
name would become a 
generic term and that fu- 




Rarai Abu Shaqra 

hire generations would use 
the term ‘‘Christofle" to 
simply designate silver- 
plate. 

The turn of the century 
was marked by the high- 
profile presence of Christ- 
ofle at all the major univer- 
sal exhibitions — Paris, 
London. Vienna, Chicago. 

In 1993. the son of Ferdi- 
nando Borletti. Maurizio . 
at the age of 26. succeeds in 
the family business — the 
very age at which Charles 
Christofle took over Christ- 
ofle in the 19th century. 

Since 1994 ; Maurizio 
Borletti has redefined the 
boundaries of the Christ- 
ofle brand, incorporating 
all forms of tah/eware in 
many different domaincs: 
porcelainc. stainless steel, 
silver, silver nit, crystal, 
rare wood, Chinese lac- 
quer. etc. 

Abu Shaqra Trading 
Company. Christofle 
agents in Jordan for, the 


Maurizio Borletti 

past 25 years, was estab- 
lished 30 years ago. The 
company started with a 
pharmaceutical and per- 
fumerie range of products. 
The business expanded by 
introducing a full range of 
cyrstals, porcelainc and sil- 
ver. 

In 1970. the first retail 
outlet “Royal” opened up 
in Jabal Amman first circle. 

In 1985, a major shop 
was inaugurated in Bayad- 
er Wadi Seir making it one 
of the most impressive out- 
lets in the Kingdom. Re- 
cently, the shop has been 
renovated and is consi- 
dered to be the only shop in 
the Middle East carrying 
different top Internationa/ 
brand names under one 
roof. 

The men behind this suc- 
cess: Abdel Hamid Abu 
Shaqra, Chairman: Raed 
Abu Shaqra, vice- 
president : Rami Abu Sha- 
qra. General Manager. 


defeated Philadelphia to re- 
main unbeaten. 

Wait Williams added 22 
points for Sacramento (3-0), 
while rookie Jerry Stack- 
house had a season-high 34 
points for Philadelphia. 

The Kings took a 101-92 
lead on two free throws by 
Richmond with 3:13 to play, 
but Philadelphia pulled to 
103-100 with 1:34 to go. Two 
foul shots by Williams made 
it 105-100. and after the 76ers 
pulled to 105-104. Sarunas 
Marriulionis and Corbin each 
sank two free throws around 
Shawn Bradley's layup. 
Hornets 108, Pistons 96: In 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Dell Curry scored 18 of his 27 
points in the final 15 minutes 
as Charlotte posted its 11th 
consecutive win over Detroit. 

Detroit, under new coach 
Doug Collins, is off to an 0-3 
start for the first time since 
W8Q. The Pistons fed 60-53 
early in the third quarter 
before Charlotte went on a 
19-5 run and outscorcd De- 
troit 28-17 in the period. 

Larry Johnson had 22 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Khalid Reeves 16 points and 
eight assists for Charlotte. 
Otis Thorpe led Detroit with 
24 points and Terry Miffs 
added 20. 

Pacers 104, Cavaliers 101: In 
Cleveland. Reggie Miller 
scored 25 points and Antonio 
Davis sank two clinching free 
throws with 19.6 seconds left 
in Indiana's victorv over. 
Cleveland. 

Cleveland played without 
starting forward Tyrone Hill, 
who was in a car accident on 
the way to the game and was 
taken to a hospital for evalua- 
tion. The Cavs had no im- 
mediate word on his condi- 
tion. 

Also missing from the 
Cleveland lineup was Chris 
Mills, suspended for one 
Some for fighting with 
Miami’s Predrag Danilovic. 

The Pacers improved to 3-0 


that gave Minnesota 74-68 - 
lead heading into the final 
•quarter. .- • 

Cedric Ceballows led Los - 
Angles with 27 points. 

Tuesday’s attendance "of ' 
14,756 was the smallest for a 
Wolves' home opener. The ‘ 
loss was the seventh-straight 
regular-season road loss for 
the Lakers. 

Bulls H7, Raptors 108: In 
Chicago, Michael Jordan 
scored eight points in a late 
15-0 run and Chicago went 
3-0 for the first time since the 
1987-88 season by beating 
Toronto. 

Jordan, finishing with 38. 
points, hit three jumpers and 
a pair of free throws in the 
deciding sport that gave Chi- : 
cago a 113-100 lead with ; 
three minutes left. 

Scottie Pippen added 26 
points and Dennis Rodman ., 
had 11 points and 13 re-jr 
bounds for the Chicago. 

Willie Anderson led the. 
expansion Raptors with 23 
points and Damon Stouda- 
mire added 22 to go with 10- 
assists and six rebounds. ,-LL: 

Mavericks 99. Grizzlies 88: b ' 
Dallas. Jason Kidd's 15_ 
points and a great effort by.. 
the Dallas bench made the 
Mavericks 3-0 for the first • 
time in Franchise history,' j 
while sending Vancouver' to 
its first Franchise loss. J 

The Grizzlies trailed by six 
points after one quarter, 13 at" i 
halftime and 19 after three i 
quarters. The deficit hit 20 r 
early in the fourth quarter. — 

Jamal Mashburn led Dallas.?: 
with 16 points, while Van- 7 
couver was led by Benoit ‘T 
Benjamin with 16 points and A 
reserve Darrick Martin with J; 
15 points and seven assists. "T 

Rockets 106, Bucks 89: In 
Houston, Hakeem Olajuwon 
scored 26 points and Clyde*. 
Drexler added 26 points and . 
"12 rebounds as Houston it-.V 
mained unbeaten. 



2 !bree 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Delan Walsh 
& Lora Leeni....in 

CONGO 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Mahmoud Yassin. Hussein Fahml 
& Rania Yassin... in 

Hazelnut’s Shell 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


VEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

Sylvester StalIone..in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2“ 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

3irds of the Darkness 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL 618274 - fi 18275 

MUSA HUAZIN 
“ Sumaa** 
in 

Hi. Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabif & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

Presents 

(Ahlan lathee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 62515? 
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Karlsruhe knock Dortmund 
out of German Cup 



BONN (R) — German 
League leaders Borussia 
Dortmund crashed out of the 
quarter-finals of the German 
Cup after -a 3-1 defeat at’ 
borne by Karlsruhe on Tues- 
day. 

Welt-taken goals from 
South African Sean Dundee 
and Ubero Jens Nowotny in 
the 26th and 59th minutes 
and a 74tt-minute penalty 
from German international 
Thomas Haessler clinched an 
upset victory for Karlsruhe. 

Reigning champions Dort- 
mund, who scored a consola- 
tion goal from national team 
Libero Matthias Sam me r in 
the 65th minute, played the 
lost quarter of the match with 
10 men after German inter- 
national Steffen Freund was 
sent off. 

Kaiserslautern needed an 
extra time goal to sink re- 
gional league side Horn burg 
4-3 white Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf clinched their place in 
the last four witit a 1-0 defeat 
of second division Nurem- 


berg. 

Bayer Leverkusen earned 
their place in the last four Iasi 
week when they beat part- 
timers Altmar Stendal after 3 
penalty shoot-out. 

Dortmund laid on most of 
the early pressure on a cold 
and damp night but went 
behind when messier floated 
what looked like a harmless 
freekick into the penalty 
area. Dortmund goalkeeper 
Stefan KJos was unable to 
stop Dundee getting his head 
to the ball to give the visitors 
a 1-0 halftime lead. 

Dortmund looked deter- 
mined to bounce back after 
the interval. But it was not 
long before Nowotny made a 
clever run to beat their 
offside trap and slot the ball 
inside the left-hand post. 

Sammer's individual effort 
narrowed the Karlsruhe lead 
to 2-1. Two minutes after 
Freund had left the field in 
the 72nd minute for his 
second poor tackle of the 


game, Haessler made sure of 
victory. 

“Of course I’m dis- 
appointed because we had 
enough chances to make the 
semifinals." Dortmund coach 
Octmar Hitzfeld said. “But 
we didn't deserve to win be- 
cause we made too many 
mistakes in attack." 

Kaiserslautern also 
finished their tie with 10 men 
after substitute Bemd Holler- 
bach was sent off in extra 
time for a foul. But Horst 
Siegl got the winner three 
minutes before the end after 
the two teams bad been level 
at 3-3 after 90 minutes. 

A 56th-minute goal from 
former Dortmund and Ger- 
man international veteran 
Frank Mill put Fortuna Dues- 
seldorf into the semifinals for 
the 12th time. 

The 37-year-old Mill’s shot 
from a narrow angle brought 
a rare triumph to the club 
who have been struggling in 
the relegation zone in the 
Bundesliga this season. 
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STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Jim Courier led a parade of 
Americans into the second 
round of the S825.000 
Stockholm Open tennis 
tournament Tuesday. 

Returning to the Royal 
tennis hall, where he made 
his big breakthrough seven 
years ago, Courier pum- 
meled Michael Tebbut of 
Australia 6-0, 6-2 in 55 
minutes. 

"This is the best fall I’ve 
had during my carrer,” said 
the seventh-ranked Amer- 
ican, who has won four 
titles this year. A two-time 
French Open champion, 
Courier was ranked No. 1 
in the world in 1992. 

He expressed delight 
.with his game both Tues^ 
■Hay and generally in the 
last few months. Last 
week. Courier qualified for 
the ATP Tour World 
Championship in Frank- 
furt, Germany. 

"I am more hungry to 
play, more eager than be- 
fore, and I think that is 
reflected in my game," he 
said. 

He also welcomed the 
move of the Stockholm 
Open tournament from the 
globe arena, where the 
tournament has been play- 
ed for the last six years, 
back to the old site, noting: 
"It is much nicer here. The 
globe arena was too sterile. 
The old place is much more 
alive." 

Courier had just turned 
pro when, at the age of 18, 
he reached the semifinal of 
the 1988 Stockholm Open, 
then one of the world's 
biggest indoor tourna- 
ments. 

On Tuesday, fellow 
American Todd Martin had 
a tougher ride into the 
second round, losing the 
first set to Martin Damm of 
$he Czech Republic in a 
tiebreaker after winning 
the first three games. 
However, the sixth-seeded 
American surged back to 
win 6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 6-3. 

Richey Reneberg defe- 
ated Mark Woodforde 6-2, 
7-5, while the other half of 
the top, Australian doubles 
team, Todd Woodbridge, 
defeated Sweden's Magnus 
Gustafson 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

The Swede fought off four 
match points before falling. 

Id the only upset of the 
day, Oliver Delaitre of 
France ousted seventh- 
seeded Dutchman Paul 
Haarhuis 6-2, 7-6 (7-3). 

In 2 . late singles match, 
toird -seeded Richard Kra- 
jtcek of the Netherlands 
downed Britain's Greg 
Rnsedski 7-6 (7-3), 5-7, 7- 


Hunt claims Khan 
not unbeatable 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Austra- 
lian manager Geoff Hunt, 
hoping for an Australian up- 
set win over world champion 
Jans her Khan at the 1995 
men's World Open squash 
championships, said Wednes- 
day: “He's only human." 

Hunt,! a four-time world 
champion and eight-rime 
British Open winner, said: 
“If Brett Martin and Rodney 
Eyles play each other in the 
semi-final, one of them 
would be guaranteed a crack 
at Jansber Khan, assuming be 
gets through. 

“Jansber may be a great 
player, but he has to lose 
sometime. It would be great 
if an Australian could do it." 

Though Hunt conceded 
Khan was a strong favourite 
— the 26-year-old six-time 
world champion has not lost 
since the Welsh Classic in 
early 1994 — he was uncon- 
vinced Khan was invincible. 

Hunt added everybody 
thought Jahangir Khan was 
unbeatable till he lost to Ross 
Norman at the 1986 world 
championships. "Perhaps this 
is Jansber’s year to lose," 
Hunt continued. 

Tuesday was certainly a 
fruitful day for Australia, the 
number one seeds in next 
week’s World Team Cup in 
Cairo. 

Australia’s second seed 
Rodney Eyles, fourth seed 
Brett Martin and world num- 
ber 21 Craig Rowland all 
won, adding to eighth seed 
Anthony Hill's win on Mon- 
day. 

Qualifier Dan Jenson is 
Australia’s only casualty so 
far, but he did give England’s 
fifth seed Simon Parke a 
tough time before bowing out 
on Monday. 

.Meanwhile it was a miser- 
able day for English seeds as 
four went out — 11th seed 
Stephen Meads, sixth seed 
Chris Walker, 16th seed Phi- 
lip Whitlock and 10th seed 
Mark Cairns. 

Rowland, the fourth- 
ranked Australian in their 
World Cup team next week 
in Cairo, raced to a 2-0 lead 
against lefthander Walker 
and was two points from vic- 
tory in the third as he ted 
13-12. 

But Rowland, from Rock- 
hampton — the same town as 
tennis legend Rod Laver — 
lost three consecutive points 
to concede the game. 

However. Rowland, who 
trains under the wing of 
Geoff Hunt, made amends in 
the fourth as he cruised to an 
11-5 iead before winning it 
15-7 to set up a second round 
dash with South Africa’s 
Craig Van Der Wath. 

Van Der Wath. just 61st in 
the world, beat England's 
11th seed Stephen Meads 15- 
11. 15-6, 15-11. 

England's Mark Chaioner 
beat 16th seed Philip Whit- 
lock, last season's England 
captain, 15-10, 15-10, 15-12. 

From 6-9 down in the first 
game, Chaioner won eight 
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For Sale 

Comaro 1994, duty free, 4000 m. mileage, 
full options, T. Top, 5 speed, manual 
transmission, air conditioned. 

CD. player, 3.4 liter engine with fuel 
Injection, wide alloy wheels. 

\ Tel: Day 695204 / Evening 827405 


consecutive points to win the 
first game 15*10 and never 
looked back as be dominated 
throughout from the centre 
of the court. 

Chaioner now meets Au- 
stralia’s fourth seed Brett 
Martin, who downed the first 
ever Argentinian in the 
world’s top 20, Federico 
Usandizage, 15-11, 12rl5, 15- 
13, 15-12. 

Martin, 32, who can still be 
brilliant on his day, did not 
mince words after his victory. , 
“I was terrible,’’ he said. 


Season’s 

final 

rally tour 
to be held 
Friday 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Autosports 
fans only have two more 
events before the 1995 sea- 
son concludes with the 
National Rally scheduled 
for Dec. 8. 

This weekend, the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan . 
(RACJ) has organised the 
year’s final rally tour spon- 
sored by Akram Ramadan. 

The two-leg rally tour 
will start from RACJ head- 
quarters Friday at 9:30 
a.m. and end at 5 p.m. The 
official results will be 
announced Saturday. 

The country's rop drivers, 
are expected to participate 
as the event counts towards 
the 1995 Jordan Drivers* 
Open Championship. 

Ahmad A! Daoud leads 
the standings with 153 
points followed by last 
year's winner Bashar Bus- 
tami with 125 and Marouf 
Abu Samra with 114. 

The rally tour is approx- 
imately 300 kilometres long, 
with several constant and 
average speed sections. 
The entire route will be on 
asphalt public roads. 

The interval between 
competing cars will be 1 
minute at each time con- 
trol. The event is a rally of 
the second category where 
maximum speed is not a 
deciding factor determining 
the results. Therefore, 
there is no restriction on 
the type of vehicle entered 
provided that it does not 
exceed 2,000 kilogrammes. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HWSCN 

TiauM MmU. Jnwt fan. 

TWO WAYS TO FINESSE 

East-West vulnerable North than cue^id. 

deals. 


NORTH 
*AJ98 
OAJ3 
OAQC 
+ Q94 

WEST 
*74 
07*53 
O J 10873 
*53 

SOUTH 
* K Q 10 8 3 
OK Q 10 
0542 
*83 


EAST 

*52 

9984 

OKS 

.* AKJ1075 


The bidding: 

NORTH EAST 
1 NT 2* 

4* Pan 


SOUTH 

P* 


WEST 

Pan 


Opening lead: Six of * 

Even something ae straightfor- 
ward as the simple finesse can oiler 
an alternative, depending on 
whether you can afford to lose a 
quick trick or not. Here’s wbat we 
mean. 

The bidding waa interesting. 
Although holding 'an absolute maxi- 
mum in terms of point count for a 
no-trump opening. North properly 
discounted the queen of dube and 
simply raised South's spndes to 


West led a club. East won the 
first trick with the jack, cashed the 
king and continued with the ace. 

Declarer ruffed high, drew tramps^ 
and then took the diamond finesse. 
Not surprisingly in view of the bid- 
ding, East won and exited with a 
red suit, and declarer eventually 
had to concede another diamond for 
down one. 

Since declarer could afford to Jose 
one diamond trick but not two, 
there waa a better way to tackle the 
hand. After ruffing the third dub, 
declarer should draw trumps in two 
rounds, then cash the ace of dia- 
monds! After clearing hearts, end- 
ing in hand, declarer leads a dia- 
mond toward the queen. 

If the finesse haul been destined 
to succeed, Went could win the long, 
but that would be the only diamond 
trick the defense could score. Where 
this play gains is when the cards lie 
as in the diagram. After West fol- 
lows with a low diamond, declarer 
inserts the queen. That loses to the 
king, but the position is different. 
East wins, but has no safe exit. No' 
matter what suit East returns, 
declarer will be able to ruff in one 
hand while discarding a diamond 
from the other, thereby eliminating] 
a second loser in the suit. 


Vehicle Solicitation Advertisement 

Country. Jordan 

Authority USAID Contract 270-0291 -C -00-5583-00 

Source/Origin: USAID Geographic Code 000 (USA) and Jordan 

REP No: JR-95-02 

Purchasing Agent: Che monies International Inc. 

do Ministry ol Tourism and Antiquities 

P.O.Box 224 

Amman, Jordan 

Alta Sandra Chesrown 

Commodities; 3 utility vehldes-taaded gas. 4 wheel drive 

1 nine-passenger vehicle-diesel. 4 wheel drive 
Note: vehicles require warranty and 
BQrvJce/parts/repaJre In Amman, Jordan 
Price quotes should be duty free 
Oftor Deadline: Nov. 27, 1995 

Delivery Terms: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities 

Jabai Amman 
Amman, Jordan 


£. 


Uiufcrihe Pwroruge oF 

Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Bine Talal 


The Diplomatic Corps to the Royal Court Jordan 
Cordially Invites you to Its 


Jl 


,-Annital International Baxa# 
^ Family Fun Da y 

in benefit of 

Mabarrat Um A1 Hussein 
Orphanage 


A day filled with activities, 

- Including a lottery, games, 
food, shows and 

authentic Items for the whole famlly.- 


Friday November 10th, 1995 
10:30 a.m. 
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Argentinian soccer star Diego Maradona waves to students before delivering his lecture at the Oxford Union (AFP photo) 

Maradona rebuilds tarnished ima: 


OXFORD (AP) — Oxford University has seldom had a 
guest speaker like Diego Armando Maradona. 

“We've had Reagan and Gorbachev here, and he out-did 
them both." said Rabbi Shmuel Boieach, director uf the 
Jewish student group L’Chaim Society. 

“The students showed him a kind of Adulation 1 haven't 
seen before." the Rabbi added. 'Gorbachev got the 
restrained academic adulation, hut not the gung-ho thing 
we saw with Maradona. They were dearly in love with 
him.” 

The student group — which regularly invites politicians 
and artists to speak anil debate in the sroried Oxford Union 
— offered Maradona the forum to address about 1.UIA) 
students and about 150 journalists. 

“We had about 78 news organisations represented, far 
above what we've had here in recent memory." Rabbi 
Boteach said. 

The 35-year-old midfielder, disgraced twice for drug- 
related suspensions from soccer, lapped up the chance. 
Notoriously unreliable, he arrived 50 minutes late — tied 
up in traffic to Oxford after a Concorde flight to London. 

"A football player in my country is regarded as a 
know-nothing." Maradona told reporters. "So it was 
important for me to be here and show we're not as ignorant 
as they say we are." 

Maradona, who began his second career comeback last 
month with the Argentine club Boca Juniors, used the 
historic debating chamber to promote his latest idea — a 
soccer players' union. 

He lashed out at FIFA — the governing body of world 
soccer — and suggested they were behind his two 15-month 
suspensions. 


But that's not what the students came for. 

"I was hoping there would be something more interest- 
inc^han his speech." said 18-year-old student Clare Dixon. 

There was. 

A student tossed Maradona a golf ball and he foot- 
juggled it. Then he balanced a soccer ball on his forehead. 
The applause thundered both times. 

"Just being in the same room with him was unbelievable, 
he's ihe best player in the last 20 years." said Tom Ewins. 
another 18-year-old student. 

Seated beside him at the podium were his two voung 
daughters, dressed in party dresses, and his wife. Claudia", 
who sat in the audience and eventually joined him, too. 

“I've seen leaders, some very famous people have come 
through here and I've never seen them bring their 
children." Rabbi Boteach said. "Maybe it's because 
families are closer in Latin America. But that impressed 
me. 

"He struck me as a great father and husband, at least 
from what 1 saw of him," he added. “Tliere was a very 
earthy quality to him. 

“It was pointed out to me that the mistakes he’s made, 
he's never meant to hurt anybody, the only person's he’s 
hurt is himself.” 

Maradona, a street kid who grew up in a Buenos Aires 
slum, seemed sincerely moved" by the event. 

“It’s been very emotional... it’s not often a soccer player 
can face so many people so rich in culture and education," 
he said, donning a cap and gown and holding an honorary 
diploma presented to him by Oxford's lord mayor. 

“Master inspirer of Oxford dreamers." the diploma 
read. 
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. and Russia reach 


accord on Bosnia force 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
! ne United States and Russia 
agreed Wednesday to allow 
Russian troops to participate 
in international peacekeeping 
in post-war Bosnia without 
c-eing under direct North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) command. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev announced 
■ the agreement after meeting 
a: NATO headquarters with 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry. 

Mr. Grachev said NATO’s 
supreme commander in 
Europe. General George 
Joulwan. an American, ‘‘will 
have a Russian deputy who 
will give orders to the Rus- 
sian "forces." Mr. Grachev 
and Mr. William Perry said 
political control of NATO 
operation had yet to be work- 
ed out. 

Russia would contribute 
i. 000- 1. 500 troops to the 
cO.GOO-strong peacekeeping 
force. Mr. Grachev said. 

The U.S. -Russia accord 
has now to be approved by 
the other NATO allies, but 
this is net expected to raise 
problems. 

In Washington, visiting 
Montenegro Prime Minister 
Mil Djukanovic predicted 
that the Balkan peace talks 
near Dayton. Ohio, could 
end with an agreement on 
Sosnia by the " end of the 
week. 


Mr. Djukanovic told re- 
porters that his prediction 
was based on a telephone 
conversation with Mon- 
tenegrin President Momir 
Bciatovfc. who is a member 
of the joint Serbian delega- 
tion in Dayton. 

He told me that negotia- 
tions are being done in a 
constructive manner and that 
he expects that they should 
be ended by the end of this 
week.” Mr.* Djukanovic said 


through an interpreter. 

He added, however, that 
the peace talks that began 
Nov. 1 were about to address 
territorial issues, such as set- 
ting the borders beween the 
Bosnian Serbs and a federa- 
tion of Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats, adding: “That is 
where the complications 
might occur.” 

Mr. Djukanovic said ter- 
ritorial issues in the Bosnia 
talks were more important 
than US., and Bosnian de- 
mands that Bosnian Serb 
leaders Ratko Mladic and 
Radovan Karadzic be re- 
moved from power on the 
grounds that they have been 
charged with the internation- 
al war crimes tribunal in the 1 
Hague. 

Asked what the prospects 
of peace in Bosnia were after 
a multinational peacekeeping 
force including U.S. troops 
were withdrawn one year into 
a peace agreement, Mr. 
Djukanovic said none of the 
warring parties was keen on 
having any foreign troops in 
the territory. 

“They would be the hap- 
piest if they could be left 
alone, and to kill each other 
until they're all dead,” he 
added. 

The U.S. report David 
Rohde, detained by the Bos- 
nian Serbs for over a week 
has been “released from cri- 
minal charges,” Bosnian Serb 
radio said Wednesday. 

“(Bosnian Serb leader) 
Radovan Karadzic decided 
today (Wednesday) to re- 
lease American journalist 
David Rohde from the cri- 
minal charges,” according to 
Pale radio, monitored in 
Sarajevo. 

It was not initially dear if 
this meant Mr. Rohde would 
be freed from detention. 

Mr. Rohde had been held 
prisoner in Bijeljina, a town 


in Serb-held northeast Bosnia 
since his arrest on Oct. 28. 
He was serving a 15-day sent- 
ence on charges of “falsify- 
ing” documents and “illegal- 
ly” entering “Republika 
Srpska, the Serbs’ rebel state 
in Bosnia. 


The U.N. rapporteur on 
human rights in the former 
Yugoslavia, Elisabeth Rehn 
said continuing human rights 
violations in the former 
Yugoslavia threaten to com- 
promise any peace agree- 
ment. 

“Without genuine im- 
provement in tbe human 
rights situation in the former 
Yugoslavia, any peace agree- 
ment will not have a solid 
foundation,” Ms. Rehn said 
in her first mission report. 

The former Finnish de- 
fence minister added that 
“effective protection of hu- 
man rights in the whole re- 
gion under international su- 
pervision” should be en- 
sured. 

Ms. Rehn, who succeeded 
Poland's Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiecki in September, is to 
report back to the U.N. 
General Assembly on her 
tour of Croatia, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and Yugoslavia 
between Oct. 9 and 13. 


Mr. Mazowiecki resigned 
in protest after the U.N. 
failed to make good on a 
pledge to protect the eastern 
enclave of Srebrenica. An 
estimated 8,000 Muslim men 
are still missing, believed 
massacred, after the U.N.- 
designated safe area fell on 
July 11. 

Ms. Rehn called for the 
international community to 
set up a surveillance mechan- 
ism and said the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights must be given the 
support and necessary fi- 
nances. 
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warns of 
increased 

v: 


in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyp- 
tian Human Rights Organisa- 
tion (EOHR) warned 
Wednesday of an unpre- 
cedented surge in Islamic 
militant violence and the re- 
cent appearance of acts of 
.T.uiilation on the victims. 

The group said in a report 
there had been an “unpre- 
cedented increase in violent 
acts now taking place in the 
Upper Egypt governorates of 
Asyut, Qena and Minya.” 
There were 333 deaths in 
die three provinces between 
January and October this 
year compared to a total of 
630 deaths in the previous 
t'cur years, the report said. 

In Minya. 250 kilometres 
south of Cairo, 259 people 
were killed since the start of 
the year — most by Muslim 
militants — almost as many 
as the 1994 toll of 279 for the 
entire country. 

Outlawed armed fun- 
da men is list groups are car- 
rying out a campaign of vio- 
lence to try to topple Egypt's 
secular government. 

The eOHR report said: 
“Egyptian Copts (Christians) 
have been a target of deliber- 
ate killings by armed groups 
since this violent trend 
started in 1990.” 
Twenty-four Coptic Christ- 
ians have died so far this 
year, compared to 16 for the 
whole of last year, it said. 

The report dismissed 3S 
“totally untrue" the claim by 
Muslim militants that Coptic 
Christians collaborated with 
police. 

Police are the main target 
of militant groups, making up 
61 per cent of the victims of 
armed militant groups, the 
EOHR said. 

The rights watchdog also 
warned of a change in the 
practices of armed militant 
croups “with the appearance 
of mutilation of the bodies." 

“It is striking that the 
armed violent groups have 
started, since August 1995, to 
multilate the bodies of their 
victims to intimidate the peo- 
ple and prove their ability to 
revenge," it said- 
The report named two 
peasants who it said were 
beheaded after bring shot 
dead in August and Septem- 
ber, One of the heads was 
placed in a plastic bucket and 
tied to a lamp post. 

h said armed groups were 
responsible for 60 per cent of 
;ne 963 killings committed in 
the confrontation between 
militants and security services 
in the past five yeans. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hizbollah claims Israeli soldier killed 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The Iranian-backed Hizbollah on 
Wednesday said its snipers shot and killed an Israeli soldier 
in the Israeli-occupied “security zone” to avenge the 
slaying of a Palestinian militant chief. But Israel’s proxy 
militia, the South Lebanon Army (SLA) dented the report. 
“A sniper unit opened fire at an enemy soldier in Swrida 
(central sector) killing him at once,” Hizbollah said, adding 
die attack was part of operations to avenge Fathi Shaqaqi, 
the head of Islamic Jihad shot dead by suspected Israeli 
Mossad agents in Malta last month. Israeli artillery 
meanwhile kept up an overnight barrage on suspected 
Hizbollah positions in South Lebanon and helicopters 
circled the region firing flares. 


Israeli paper apologises for 'Arafat’s death' sllp-up 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli newspaper apologised 
Wednesday for a report which referred to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's “death” stirring little grief in 
self-ruled Gaza. The Jerusalem Post said the embarrassing 
slip-up was the result of a “most unfortunate typographical 
error.” it said: "We regret the mistake and apologise for 
the anguish it may have caused our readers,” the English- 
language daily said in issuing a correction to its report on 
Tuesday. “Arafat's death has not been received with much 
grief in Gaza," said the report on how the funeral of 
Israel's assassinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
followed by the Palestinians. 


Schoottous driver hurt in bomb attack 


TYRE (AFP) — A bus driver was seriously wounded 
Wednesday when a bomb exploded as be opened the door 
of his mini-bus but schoolchildren walking towards the 
vehicle were unharmed, police reported. Nayef Fayad, 34, 
was wounded in the face and body by shrapnel, police said, 
adding that the bomb weighed about 15 kilogrammes. The 
incident occurred in the town of Jwaya, near the southern 
port of Tyre. 


Lebanese officials head for talks with EU 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese officials flew to Brussels on 
Wednesday for talks with the European Union (EU) on a 
so-called “partnership pact” to replace a 1977 cooperation 
agreement. Foreign Ministry Secretary-General Zafer A1 
Hassan, who headed the Lebanese delegation, said the 
talks will include financial cooperation and hanking, 
transport, tourism, insurance, industry, agriculture and 
environment. Drugs eradication will also be discussed, Mr. 
Hassan told reporters at Beirut airport. 


It people wounded In train attack In southern Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — After a lull of seven months, suspected 
Muslim extremists raked a passenger train with gunfire in 
southern Egypt, wounding at least 11 people, police said 
Wednesday. The attack comes as tourism has revived in 
Egypt after two lackluster years. Tourism Ministry officials 
have been predicting that more than three million fore- 
igners will arrive this year, setting a record. The incident, 
which occurred shortly after midnight Tuesday, was the 
first reported since March 22, when militants climbed 
aboard a tourist train in the south, killing three civilians 
and two police guards. Police said that in the latest 
incident, the train was headed north to Cairo from Luxor 
when it came under fire near the village of Farshout in 
Qena province, 470 kilometres south of Cairo. 


British soldiers foiled fn legal move 


LARNACA (AFP) — Three British soldiers accused of 
killing Danish tour guide Louise Jensen have failed to 
convince a court that they were unlawfully ang unconstitu-. 
tionally arrested by Cypnot police. Lamaca assise court on 
Wednesday strongly rejected claims by Alan Ford, 27, Jeff 
Pemeil. 23, and Justin Fowler, 27, that they were illegally 
stopped and arrested at a police roadblock on Sept. 12 last 
year. The court's decision comes as a severe blow to the 
defence, which argued that vital prosecution evidence 
gathered by police following the arrest should be excluded 
from the trial, including the soldiers’ bloodstained clothing 
and an army shovel allegedly used to bludgeon Jensen to 
death. 


Prince Hassan urges public and private 
sectors to build complementary relations 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan on Wednes- 
day praised all institutions 
and individuals who contri- 
buted to the success of the. 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit held in Amman 
Oct. 29-31. 

At a meeting with the 
heads and members of the 
sectoral as well as govern- 
ment committees which 
took part m preparations 
for tbe summit. Prince Has- 
san paid tribute to the pri- 
vate sector volunteers who 
were a key factor to the 
success of tbe summit. 

The Prince said prepara- 
tions of the summit were in 
fact preparations to have 
Jordan enter a new era in 
its history. 

The Prince said the 
world’s reaction to and eva- 
luation of tbe summit stres- 
sed its success from all 
aspects, organisational, 
political or economic. He 
added that the summit was 
a good chance to prove 
Jordan's potentials to the 
world through serious 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Wednesday meets ’ with 
representatives of official and private sector organisations who contributed to tne 
success of the Middle East and North Africa economic summit held here last montn 


(Photo by Boghos) 


efforts and a dear vision. 

Prince Hassan said there 
should be a complementary 
relationship between the 
public and private sectors 
in the development pro- 
cess, noting that the private 


sector in particular man- 
aged to present Jordan at 
the conference as a society 
capable of managing its 
potentials. 

Industry and Trade 
Minister AH Abul Ragheb, 


who headed the summit's 
preparatory committee, de- 
livered an address in which 
be highlighted the success 
of the summit as a remark- 
able Jordanian achieve- 
ment. 


Israelis mourn Rabin at his grave 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Schoolchildren, sol- 
diers. French marathon run- 
ners, Russian immigrants and 
American tourists mourned 
at the wreath-laden grave of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Wednesday, 
four days after a Jewish ex- 
tremist gunned him down. 

They came from all over 
Israel and beyond to sing, 
pray or just weep at tbe grave 
of the soldier-turned- 
statesman who led his coun- 
try from war to peace with 
the Palestinians. 

A mountain of wreaths, 
many bearing the simple mes- 
sage “Shalom chaver" 
(farewell friend) with which 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
paid tribute to Mr. Rabin, 
covered the simply earthen 
grave at the Mount Heizl 
national cemetery. 

Children lit memorial can- 
dles that Flickered and fal- 
tered in the wind. A Yeme- 
nite Jew chanted Pslams. 


'Others intoned Kaddish, the 
prayer for the dead. 

Army officers, rifles dung 
from their shoulders, fought 
back tears as teenage girls 
hugged each other and sob- 
bed. 

The other Israel, in which 
hardened enemies of Mr. 
Rabin’s peace policy defaced 
his death notices, vandalised 
memorials and scrawled slo- 
gans praising his murder, 
seemed more than a few 
streets away. 

“Rabin was strong enough 
to lead us, he was brave 
enough to make peace, and I 
was naive enough to think he 
didn't need us on the street to 
support him,” said history 
teacher Carmela Ferber. 

She said she felt guilty she 
did not attend the Tel Aviv 
peace rally at which Mr. 
Rabin was shot by an. 
extreme-right Jewish student 
opposed to his peace policies 
on Saturday night. 

_ Ms. Ferber’s students from 


Tikhon Ramle-Lod high 
school, carrying an star-of 
David flag with black stream- 
ers, sang the Israeli anthem 
Hatikva to the mournful 
accompaniment of a lone 
violin. 

Another group of school- 
children sang the song of 
peace which Mr. Rabin had 
sung in public for the first 
time a few minutes before he 
was assassinated. 

As they sang, 20 runners 
from France led by a former 
Olympic sprinter and sports 
minister panted to the 
graveside in white T-shirts 
and running shorts, carrying 
a wreath inscribed in French 
“Paix et Tolerance." 

They had been due to take 
part in a U.N.-sponsored 
marathon for peace and 
tolerance on Wednesday. It 
was cancelled after Mr. 
Rabin was shot. Instead, they 
ran five kilometres from a 
sports stadium to the hilftop 
graveyard. 


"We came here simply be- 
cause Mr. Rabin was a peace- 
maker. Sadly, he was stopped 
on his path. It is our duty to 
demonstrate here our sup- 
port for peace, and for his 
philosophy..” said former 
French Sports Minister Ro- 
ger Bambuc. a goodwill 
ambassador for the U.N. 
Educational. Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation. 

Marathon runner Domini- 
que Chauvelier, wearing a 
cardboard black skullcap, 
said there were Muslims, 
Christians and Jews in die 
group." We want to show 
sport is a way of bringing 
people together for peace," 
he said. 

At the graveside, the 
sound of Hebrew prayer 
mingled with the voices of 
recent immigrants speaking 
Russian, many of whom 
flocked to the Jewish state 
during Mr. Rain’s three 
years as premier. 


BA asked to 

compensate 

French 

Kuwait 

hostages 


PARIS (AFP) — A French 
court Wednesday ordered 
British Airways to pay more 
than 25 million francs ($5 
million) compensation to 
French passengers taken hos- 
tage by Iraq while on a B.A. 
flight into Kuwait City at the 
start of the Gulf war. 

The court, ruling on a civil 
action brought by a group of 
65 passengers, said the airline 
bad “total responsibility” for 
the seizure of the passengers 
and their subsequent use as' 
“human shields" by Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 


It ordered the airline to 
pay 400,000 francs (about 
$80,000) to hostage; held for 
one month, 600,000 francs to 
those held for three months, 
and 60,000 francs to family 
mem ben. 

Tbe 65 French people were 
among 364 passengers on 
board the plane, flying from 
London to Kuala Lumpur. 
British passengers have 
already taken similar legal 
action in Britain. 

The hostages had alleged 
in particular that British Air- 
way knew the invasion of 
Kuwait had begun on Aug. 2, 
1990, and that the flight was 
used to land a group of SAS* 
commandos in Kuwait — an 
.allegation denied by British' 
authorities. 

Judge Pierre Renard- 
Payen said that these allega- 
tions “cannot be legally 
established.” 

Bnt be found against B.A. 
because, although nothing 
could have been done about 
the hostage-taking once it 
was under way, tbe whole 
event was "highly predict- 
able." 

“Tbe financial and territo- 
rial demands by Iraq on 
Kuwait were well known... 
the movements of troops to- 
wards the border with Kuwait 
had become clear... the situa- 
tion was particularly alarming 
on Aug. 1, 1990,” he added. 

“The invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraq appeared highly pre- 
dictable,” he said, ruling that 
B.A. had “seriously failed in 
its obligations and must be 
condemned to compensate... 
the whole of the detrimental 
consequences,” 


Britain to extradite Paris suspect 


LONDON (AFP) — Hours 
after the departure of a 
French anti-terrorist magis- 
trate, British authorities 
Wednesday moved to extra- 
dite to France an Algerian 
arrested here last weekend in 
connection with a wave of 
French bomb attacks. 

The Home Office identi- 
fied him as Rachid Ramda. 
26, an alias for Abdul Kader 
Benouis, also known as Abu 
Fares. 

Scotland Yard said Ram- 
da. unemployed and with no 
fixed address, was in custody 
at London's Paddington 
Green police station and 
would appear before a court 
Thursday morning for an ex- 
tradition hearing. 

He was one of five persons 
arrested under the Preven- 
tion of Terrorism Act (PTA) 
in raids in Islamic fun- 
damentalist aides here on 
the weekend. 

Ramda was “released from 
PTA custody and rearrested 
and charged as follows." said 
the spokesman. 

“Between 25 July and 7 
November (of 1995) he un- 


lawfully conspired with 
others to cause by an explo- 
sive substance an explosion 
of a nature likely to endanger 
life or cause serious injury to 
property in France." 

France on Tuesday had 
issued an international arrest 
warrant for Abdul Kader Be- 
nouis, alleging he master- 
minded a wave of bombings 
in France over the past three' 
months. 

The warrant cited his 
alleged role in an Oct. 6 
bombing ax the Maison Blan- 
che metro station in Paris 
that left 13 people injured. 

The French press has re- 
ported that Benouis was be- 
lieved to have provided fund- 
ing for French-based units 
carrying out the terrorist 
attacks, which began with a 
July 25 bomb blast at Saint 
Michel station in Paris which 
killed seven and injured 90. 

French officials allege he 
was a member of the Armed 
Islamic Group, which has 
claimed responsibility for 
bombings in France. 

A veteran of the war in 
Afghanistan. Benouis was 


also sentenced to death in 
absentia by Algeria for 'an 
attack at Algiers airport in 
1992 that left nine people 
dead and 123 injured. 

The British media said be 
had been living on govern- 
ment assistance in the Ham- 
mersmith district of London. 


The extradition proceed- 
ings were announced 
Wednesday hours after the 
departure from Scotland 
Yard of French Magistrate 
Jean -Louis Bruguiere, who 
has been leading probes into 
the French attacks. 


Mr. Bruguiere and aides 
spent 36 hours here going 
over tapped phone conversa- 
tions and bank account re- 
cords seized in the weekend 
raids, Scotland Yard said. 

France has been rocked by 
eight bombings or attempted 
bombings since late July that 
have left seven people dead 
and more chan 2 00 injured. 

French authorities have 
blamed Algerian militants 
trying to end French support 
for che military-backed gov- 
ernment in Algiers. 


Rockets land in Kabul; front quite 


KABUL (Agency) — A 
rage by Tali! 


rocket barrage by Taliban re- 
bels left two people wounded 
here Wednesday, but the 
front-lines around the 
Afghan capital were calm ex- 
cept for some sporadic shell- 
ing. 

Seven rockets landed near 
the runway of Kabul airport, 
closed for more than two 
weeks since a bout of pre- 
vious shelling, and two land- 
ed near the presidential 
palace, slightly injuring two 
people, hospital sources and 
witnesses said. 

The Afghan ' government 
accused Taliban militiamen 


besieging the city for the-past 
nth of laui 


month of launching the mid- 
day rocket attack. 

A barrage of rockets on the 
capital on Tuesday left at 
least two people dead and 
one injured. 

Government commanders, 
at the front in Argandeh, a 
village some 20 kilometres 
southwest of Kabul, told 
AFP meanwhile that their 
lines were quiet aside from 
what has become a daily 
routine of long-range artillery 
duels. 

“We haven’t moved for a 
month.” said tank comman- 
der Mubarak Shah as Taliban 
fighters perched in nearby 


hills let loose a salvo of BM- 
12 rockets at his position. 

"The Talibans tried an 
assault last night but we 
-pushed them back,” he said 
while crouched in a small 
crawkpace dug underneath 
his Soviet-made T-55 tank. 

“They shoot at us. we 
shoot at them.” he added as 
shells crashed into the earth 
.less than 100 metres from his 
sand-bagged tank. 

Taliban rebels have been 
besieging the capital since 
early October in a bid to 
topple the nearly three-year- 
old government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

The Talibans, who have 
seized control of much of the 
country in the past year, have 
vowed to oust the Tajik- 
dominated Rabbani adminis- 
tration and impose Islamic 
law throughout Afghanistan. 

A previous bid by the Tali- 
bans to capture the capital 
was repulsed in March, 

The "student militia" is 
made up mainly of members 
of Afghanistan’s Pash tun 
majority from the south of 
the country. *• 

They are opposed by the 
forces of Ahmad Shah 
Mosood, the former defence- 
minister and hero of the anti- 
Soviet resistance. 


A U.N. envoy said 
Wednesday the Security 
Council may vote later this 
month to close its mission in 
Afghanistan if peace efforts 
for the country continue to 
prove unsuccessful. 

In the face of ongoing 
fighting, U.N. envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri said he 
was temporarily suspending 
his latest peace initiative in 
Afghanistan to allow the rival 
factions time to discuss their 
own peace proposals. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Kabul after meeting with 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. Mr. Mestiri said he 
would wait to see if talks 
between the rival leaders led 
to a ceasefire. 

"What makes me patient is 
that they are talking to each 
other,” Mr. Mestin said. 

He said representatives 

from various warring factions 
were meeting in the southern 
aty of Kandahar, the stron-' 
gold of the Talibans. 

The Talibans, however 
nave refused even to discuss a 
cease-fire until Mr. Rabbani 
resigns from office. 

Mr. Mestiri’s comments 

came one day after Mr. Rab- 
oam renewed his offer to 
resign only after a ceasefire 
was reached. 





"*>£ f ,h ' 




Picasso's ‘Le 
Nliroir' sells for 
$20 million 


NEW YORK (R) — Pablo 
Picasso's painting “Le 
Miroir” doubled Christie’s 
estimates and sold for $20 
million Tuesday night, tbe 
auction house said. “Le 
htooir”, a 1932 large can-: 
vas painting of Picasso’s 
then-mistress Marie- 
There se Walter, was one of 
10 works by the Spanish 
artist offered in the sale. 
Only one did not sell 
Three of tbe four highest 
priced lots in the $107 mil- 
lion sale of impressionist 
and modern paintings and 
sculpture were by Picasso. 
Another Picasso work, 
“Garcon A La CoUerette”, 
a rose period" 1905 portrait 
of a performer in ruffled 
collar and tunic with his 
hand draped across his 
chest, sold for $12.1 mil- 
lion — above its $10 mil- 
lion estimate. Christie's 
senior director of impres- 
sionist and modem works, 
Michael Findlay, said 
Picasso was one of tbe few 
artists whose works from 
different periods attracted, 
entirely (Afferent buyers. 
The strong sales will bode- 
well for more Picasso 
works as the season’s 
impressionist and modem 
sales continue at Christie's 
and Sotheby’s over die next 
two days, he said, “people 
do like to bid when they 
have company,” Mr. 
Findlay said. Picasso’s 
1911 “L’lndependam- 
(Nature Morte A 
L’Eventail)” sold for $7 
million. A portrait by 
AnAedeo Modigliani, 
“Portrait De Sculpteur 
Oscar MiestchaninofT, 
reached $9.4 million. All 
prices include a buyer’s 
premium. 
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Girl gives birth 
during exam, 
throws child 
in toilet 
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Bahraini oppositi 
apologises to em 


PETERSBURG, South 
Africa (AFP) — A South; 
African teenager gave birth 
while she was writing an 
exam at her school and 
later dumped the child in a- 
pit latrine, police in the 
country's northern 

province said Tuesday. The 
unnamed girl, realising she 
was about to give birth, 
obtained permission to 
leave the exam room and 
rushed to tbe toilet where 
she gave birth to a baby 
boy before allegedly 
throwing him down the 
lauine. Other pupils heard 
faint cries coming from tbe 
toilet and alerted teachers. 
The girl was later arrested 
on a charge of attempted 
murder, police told the 
South African Press 
agency. 


Teenage Romeo 
and Juliet commit 
suicide 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP)- 
young teenage couplt 
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who their parents wanted to 
separate committed suicide 
by jumping into a canat- 
Ieaying a note saying they" 
knew no other way of stay? 
ing together, authorities 
said. Police found the bod- 
ies of Maryiing Flores, 13, 
and Christian Davila, 14* 
floating in the Tami atin 
Canal , two days after their 
parents declared theta 
missing. Neither knew bow 
to swim. “It's a Romeo and 
Juliet story. This is as.ssKt* 
case as you can find," said 
detective Ramon Quintero, 
who first investigated! tfe 
disappearance. The young 
couple apparently decided 
to run off together and afflJ 

their lives after Mary ling’s 

parents told her she cook*,, 
no longer date Christian- 
They sent suicide notes U> 
their parents and friends 
explaining their derision- 
“You'll never be able & 
understand the i ovB a t - r r 
.between me and Oirisfi^TtJ 51 .ProjJJ^al 
I feel that without him * in to 
can’t live. You don’t let tee 
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